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Editor's Preface

The pages that follow recount the life and death of the courageous 
Jesuit missionary, St. Isaac Jogues, whose blood helped to sanctify the 
soil of what is now called America. St. Isaac Jogues su-ered mutilav
tion, captixity, and martyrdom in this land for the eCpressed intent 
of winning souls for Khrist and forwarding his Social Wingship. In a 
word, his mission was to plant the Kross. 

khen this boo1 was 9rst printed in 27BX, he had been declared 
zlessed by Pope Pius "I, with his canoniNation approxed three years 
later. Thus, the reader will not 9nd St. Isaac Jogues referred to as 
Ysaint.Y Hexertheless, the reader will ta1e note that, although his saintv
hood had not been declared, his sanctity was already sealed in blood 
and recogniNed instinctixely by those who had 1nown him and sufv
fered with him.

The editor would also li1e to than1 the clergy and lay faithful who 
participate in xarious pilgrimages to Auriesxille, Hew Mor1 to xisit the 
site of the —oly Site of the Horth American ;artyrs O particularly 
the Pilgrimage for Restoration. It is 1nown that the blood of the 
martyrs is the seed of the KhurchF I pray that, soon, their witness will 
inspire a full restoration of integral Katholic life in this land. ;ay 
the memory of St. Isaac Jogues' Apostolic courage, his Eucharistic 
dexotion, and his ;arian tenderness draw souls to the Gne True Uaith 
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and re1indle in many hearts the Neal to su-er and labor for the reign 
of Khrist the Wing.

Editor, Stabat ;ater Press
Ueast of the —umility of Gur 5ady, B<B=



Introduction

Isaac Jogues, apart from his sanctity, was one of the world's most hero-
ic .guresb It is douvtful if history presents a character that surpasses 
him in generous deTotion to the welfare of his fellow men, and in 
heroic sacri.ces in their vehalfb Whe tortures he endured seem almost 
incredivleb ze are amaBed that a human veing could endure what he 
suNered and surTiTeb Aut amaBing as was his suNering, the spirit of 
fortitude, patience and forgiTeness which animated him in it all is still 
more astonishingb Qo wonder that Rnne of Rustria, Fueen xegent 
of Grance, declared on hearing the recital of his eHperiences, that it 
surpassed the most highly colored romances of .ctionb

Whe story of Jogues is more than a narratiTe, no matter how 
thrillingb It is a graphic incentiTe to all who peruse it, to do manfully 
for Sod and countryb Whe lavors and suNerings of Jogues had, for the 
most part, no other witness than the eye of Sodb Aut surely he who 
has Sod for witness has enoughb Jogues liTed in the presence of Sodb 
Sod was as much a reality to him as the Tery people vy whom he 
was surroundedb Cence, he was neTer alone eTen when most aloneb 
Ce neTer suNered without a companion vy his side whose diTine 
complaisance more than sustained him in torments that made eTen his 
torturers marTel at his power of enduranceb

Oome may wonder why Sod allowed one who serTed Cim so loyally 
as Jogues, to vecome the Tictim of such malice and cruelty as he 
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eHperiencedb Whey forget that Sod is kord not only of Wime vut also of 
Lternityb Sod has Cis own time and Cis own way of rewarding those 
who are faithful to Cimb Dan has only this life to repay serTiceb Sod 
has foreTerb Sod does not want us to serTe Cim for wages lije hirelings, 
or for faTors vestowed in this life, vut vecause Ce is Eur kord and 
Dasterb Ce wants us to serTe Cim in faithb Ce will not ve outdone in 
generosityb Ce allowed Cis Enly qiTine Oon to ve the Tictim of the 
malice and in5ustice of wicjed menb Aut from the Oacri.ce of UalTary 
sprung Uhristendomb

Oo, freYuently, since that Sood Griday, has Ce permitted eTil to 
worj its course in order that Cis faithful followers might manifest 
their loTe vy sacri.ce, the true test of loTeb Rnd always, as from UalTary, 
has Ce drawn good out of eTilb zhen they tortured and slayed Jogues, 
the Dohawjs were animated vy hatred of the Gaith which he practiced 
and preachedb zhen they split his sjull they thought they had made 
an end not only of him vut also of his causeb Aut it was rather the 
veginningb zhere Jogues shed his vlood for Uhrist there is now a 
shrine of deTotion to him and to the Gaith for which he diedb Whe 
Talley of his captiTity is now dotted with churches dedicated to the 
Sod whom he preached to the saTagesb

En the hill, oTerloojing the raTine vy which, according to the tra-
dition of the place, he made his painful way of escape to the Cudson, 
now stands the UonTent of the Oacred Ceartb Whis raTine is part of 
the conTent groundsb Whus it has come avout that where once were 
heard the vlasphemies of those who reTiled Uhrist, may now ve heard 
the solemn chant of saintly nuns whose liTes are consecrated to Cis 
serTiceb Whe heathen land painfully traTersed vy Jogues from Fuevec 
to Rlvany is now Uhristian landb Whus the sacri.ce of Jogues was not 
in Tainb Qothing done for Sod is lostb Dartyred in a lonely spot in 
the heart of a primeTal forest, Jogues is now in greater honor than 
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many of the renowned men of his day, no matter how celevrated their 
achieTementsb It is thus that Sod glori.es those who serTe Cim for 
Cimselfb

Jogues as a Uhristian martyr is Tenerated the world oTerb xaised to 
the honors of the altar his name is sacredb Ce is now Alessed, vut vefore 
long we hope to salute him as Oaintb Whis viography is an attempt to 
maje Alessed Jogues vetter jnown in the 4nited Otates where he shed 
his vlood for the Gaithb Ce, and his companions, Soupil and kalande, 
together with the .Te Jesuits martyred in Uanada, are the .rst veati.ed 
martyrs of the Uatholic Gaith in the Qew zorldb Qew 1orj Otate has 
the distinction of holding somewhere in its soil the sacred remains of 
Jogues and his fellow martyrs, Soupil and kalandeb Rt RuriesTille, 
forty miles from Rlvany, Qew 1orj, is the shrine which hallows the 
spot where these Uhristian heroes confessed Uhrist in their vloodb

In preparing the life of Alessed Jogues the author has had constant 
recourse to what is jnown as the6Jesuit Relationsb Whese documents 
comprise forty-one small Tolumesb Ene was puvlished each year from 
3278 to 3297b Whey emvrace letters sent vy Jesuit missionaries in 
Rmerica to their vrethren in Lurope, and form the most important, 
and often the only material for the history of Uanada for that periodb 
Oome of these Tolumes vecame so rare that they could not ve found 
eTen in the great livraries of Luropeb Whe Uanadian SoTernment, 
realiBing the historic Talue of the xelations, assemvled and reprinted 
them in three large octaTo Tolumes in 3PMPb R further trivute to the 
Talue of these documents is the Whwaites edition of the6Jesuit Rela-
tions6 and Rllied qocuments, 97 Tolumes, puvlished in 3P:2b

xeferring to the6Jesuit Relations, no less an authority than "arjman 
speajs as follows— 
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KWhe sources of information concerning the early Jesuits of Qew 
Grance are Tery copiousb quring a period of forty years, the Ouperior 
of the Dission sent, eTery summer, long and detailed reportsXem-
vodying or accompanied vy the reports of his suvordinatesXto the 

"roTincial of the Erder at "aris, where they were annually puv-
lished, in duodecimo Tolumes, forming the remarjavle series jnown 
as the6Jesuit Relationsb Whough the productions of men of scholastic 
training, they are simple and often crude in style, as might ve eHpected 
of narratiTes hastily written in Indian lodges or rude mission houses in 
the forest, amid annoyances and interruptions of all jindsb In respect 
to the Talue of their contents, they are eHceedingly uneYualb Dodest 
records of marTelous adTentures and sacri.ces, and TiTid pictures of 
forest-life, alternate with proliH and monotonous details of the con-
Tersion of indiTidual saTages, and the praiseworthy deportment of 

some eHemplary neophyteb zith regard to the condition and character 
of the primitiTe inhavitants of Qorth Rmerica, it is impossivle to 

eHaggerate their Talue as an authorityb I shall add, that the closest eHam-
ination has left me no douvt that these missionaries wrote in perfect 
good faith, and that the xelations hold a high place as authentic and 

trustworthy historical documentsbK'

Whe xelations for the years 32M9 and 32MP giTe Tery detailed ac-
counts of the missionary lavors, tortures and martyrdom of Joguesb

In procuring material for the present worj, the author found that 
the kife of Gather Jogues vy GeliH Dartin, ObJb, translated vy John 
Silmary Ohea, contained data of the highest historical Talue, and of 
appropriate selectionb Ce has accordingly followed the outline of that 
worjb Whe Lnglish translation of the letters of Jogues and of the xe-
lations is that of John Silmary Oheab Rs Tirtually all of the documents 
which concern the life of Jogues are drawn from the6Jesuit Relations, 
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no detailed references to them will ve made in the vody of the worjb 
Ocholars will jnow how to Terify the Tarious avstracts vy reference 
to the6Jesuit Relations6 of the speci.ed yearb Whe aTerage reader will 
prefer an uninterrupted narratiTeb Whe aim of the author is to reach 
the general puvlic, for which reason he has omitted whateTer might 
confuse or distract or lessen the interestb

Whe author is under deep ovligation to xeTb John Jb zynne, ObJb, 
the foremost authority in the 4nited Otates on matters concerning the 
Jesuit martyrs, for Taluavle suggestions and assistance in the prepara-
tion of this Tolumeb Rcjnowledgment is also made to the 4niTersal 
Enowledge Goundation for its translations of Tarious important doc-
uments herein emvodiedb Jogues is only one of eight Jesuit martyrs of 
Qorth Rmerica recently veati.ed vy "ius FIb Rll these vlessed heroes 
of the cross underwent eHperiences Tery similar to his vefore meeting 
their fateb Whe author con.nes himself mainly to Jogues vecause he 
desires to jeep within reasonavle limitsb Whose who desire further 
information on the suv5ect may consult the vivliography at the end 
of this worjb





The Savages

W hile Jogues was a captive of the Mohawks, a band of these 
savages returning from the war-path brought in as prisoners 

three young women besides some children. They had killed all the men 
of the enemy party in battle. As the women entered the village their 
clothing was torn from them, they were beaten with Osts and clubs, 
and their Fesh cut with knives and switches.

Cne of the women was selected as a victim to be burned in honor 
of their war-god Aireskoi. As some days elapsed before the human 
sacriOce was to be o:ered, "ather Jogues instructed the poor victim in 
the truths of !hristianity, and gave her the consoling motives of "aith 
for her support and resignation. Cn the day of the human sacriOce 
the wretched woman had Orebrands applied to every part of her body, 
a sachem crying out at each applicationz HAireskoi, we o:er thee this 
victim which we burn in thy honorB Sate thyself on her Fesh and make 
us ever victorious over our enemies.H The poor creature, more dead 
than alive, was Onally thrown on an immense pyre and burned to 
death.

These were the savages, to convert whom, Jesuit missioners, men 
of learning and reOnement, were to leave the comforts of civiliIation, 
and to live among, sharing their rude manner of life, and eventually, 
many of them, meeting the fate of the Nuron captives described above. 
Gefore we follow the steps of the heroic missioners through forests 
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and along rivers and over dangerous rapids in their Ieal to !hristianiIe 
these savages, it is desirable to know something of the life, religion and 
character of these children of the forest.

The Orst thing that strikes us with regard to them is their capacity 
for enduring pain without complaining, or even giving any signs of the 
torture that racked them. This was a sort of religion with them. "rom 
earliest youth they were trained to all manner of endurance. Ut was 
considered a disgrace to wince under torture. The savages did every-
thing that Oendish ingenuity could devise in order to draw a moan 
from their victim. Crdinarily a captive sang or laughed aloud under 
the most eR2uisite and prolonged torture. Ut was his way of defying 
his captors and showing his superiority over them. The savages, after 
tormenting their victim to the utmost limit of human endurance, and 
getting no sign of agony from him, sometimes tore out his heart and 
ate it, that they might thus become as brave as their victim.

They despised, on the other hand, a victim who writhed under 
pain, and left him to the women and children for torture. To sustain, 
without any show of su:ering, the most dreadful agony that Oendish 
brutality could inFict, was the mark of a true brave. Ut is necessary to 
keep this in mind if we would appreciate the heroism of the highly 
sensitive missioners, who without the stoicism of the Undian, never-
theless surpassed him in patient endurance. What the savage did for 
bravado the missioners did for love of !hrist. The Undian gave no 
2uarter and eRpected none. Ut seems strange therefore that he did not 
always die Oghting instead of submitting to capture.

Gut against this there must be put the fact that the savage made it 
a point to capture rather than kill, unless there were already enough 
prisoners taken. Moreover, a captive always had hopes of escape. Many 
did escape while on the long trail to the tribal village. Gesides, the fate 
of a captive rested in the hands of some family of the tribe which had 
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lost a member on the war-path. The captive was given to this family 
either to adopt in place of the lost one, or to assign to torture and death 
by way of eRpiation.

The Uro2uois were constantly at war. They embraced Ove nations 
scattered from what is now Gu:alo to Albany. Cf these nations, the 
one most feared by others was the Mohawk, whose villages were near 
where the hamlet of Auriesville now stands on the banks of the Mo-
hawk jiver, some forty miles from Albany. The Mohawks were the 
most ferocious nation of the Uro2uois "ederation. They were bent on 
the eRtermination of neighboring tribes, and especially of the Nurons, 
a people to the north and west of them, and whom eventually they all 
but wiped out.

Gefore the coming of the white man among them the religion of 
the Undians was a sort of nature dread. They believed that all material 
nature had life, soul and intelligence. Trees, rivers, mountains, winds, 
beasts, birds and Oshes were all embodied spirits, capable of under-
standing the language of man and of doing him good or harm, mostly 
harm. Uf a storm arose it was the anger of the wind-spirit. Uf the hunt 
was a failure the spirit of the deer or bear or beaver was o:ended and 
must be placated before success would attend the hunt. Uf a canoe 
upset and a savage drowned it was the river-spirit seeking a victim for 
some neglect or o:ense. And so of all the occurrences of life. They did 
not attribute e:ects to natural causes but to some spirit who showed 
his pleasure or anger by good or malignant deeds. Thus when the crops 
failed, or a pestilence arose, it was the harvest-spirit or some malignant 
power which was manifesting displeasure with them.

Un this manner they attributed the various events of life to the 
inFuence of friendly or hostile spirits, neglecting altogether human 
measures and precautions against disease, famine and other misfor-
tunes. Gy their Olthy manner of living they invited disease. Gut instead 
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of attributing disease to some natural cause they laid it to the anger 
of an o:ended spirit. Ut is necessary to understand this in order to 
comprehend the dreadful position of the missioners who came among 
them, and the immense obstacles which had to be overcome in the 
preaching of !hristianity. Ut was due to the fact that a pestilence was 
attributed to the wrath of a spirit o:ended by the presence among 
them of some articles of !hristian piety, that Jogues, one of the most 
heroic missioners in the annals of mankind, was cruelly put to death.

Eot only did they believe that everything material had life and 
intelligence, but also that some one material thing or animal possessed 
a particular spirit, which was a personal deity to be worshipped by 
a particular individual, and which was a protector for that person 
against other spirits and calamities of whatever kind. This familiar 
spirit was called an oki orPmanitou. xvery Undian had a manitou which 
he worshipped in a special manner. Ut was by means of dreams that 
each one knew what was his manitou. The obDect which at a certain 
age appeared most fre2uently to one in dreams was for that one his 
manitou. Ut might be a bird or Osh or plant or stone. Whatever it was, 
the Undian had a symbol of it made which he always carried about his 
person, and to which he fre2uently made addresses, prayers, and of-
ferings of tobacco, wampum, furs or weapons. Ut was real fetish-wor-
ship.

At times human life was sacriOced to a manitou. Ut was to placate 
an o:ended spirit who was believed to be wroth at the sign of the 
cross taught children by one of the missioners, that caused an Undian 
to tomahawk jene 1oupil. Sometimes a manitou was o:ended, they 
believed, because prisoners were not tortured cruelly enough. Ut was a 
terrible ordeal for the neRt prisoner after such a supposed grievance on 
the part of the spirit. Some of the missioners were tortured under such 
circumstances, and the frightful torments inFicted on them and their 
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fortitude in bearing them, caused the historian 8arkman to a7rmz 
H"ew passages of history are more striking than those which record 
the e:orts of the earlier "rench Jesuits to convert the Undians. "ull as 
they are of dramatic and philosophic interest, bearing strongly on the 
political destinies of America, and closely involved with the history of 
its native population it is wonderful that they have been left so long in 
obscurity.Hq 

The religion of the savage was one of perpetual fear. The Undian 
believed that everything in the world had power to harm, and would 
eRercise this power against him for the slightest o:ense or neglect. 
Nence before entering a canoe on lake or river he threw tobacco upon 
the water to render propitious the spirit that inhabited it. Uf he heard 
the rustle of the leaves caused by the wind it was to him the voice of 
the tree-spirit in complaint or warning. The howling of the wind was 
the anger of the spirit of the air. xven the things made by themselves 
had soul and intelligence. Their Oshing-nets were conscious and knew 
their owners. A peculiar conOrmation of this is found in the custom 
which prevailed of marrying a maiden to a Osh-net. This was supposed 
to make the spirit of the net very happy and in conse2uence to ensure 
a good catch of Osh.

The savages believed that their manitou spoke to them by dreams. 
Uf an Undian declared that his manitou demanded a certain thing the 
village was scoured for it, and whoever had it gave it up willingly. 
4reams had to be imperatively obeyed, even if it meant the sacriOce of 
one5s most treasured possession, or even life itself, either one5s own or 
that of another. "or the most part the old, or manitou, was a malignant 
being. The missioners were convinced that this was devil-worship. 
Some of the things which the oki in dreams commanded them to do 

q. 8arkman, The Jesuits in North America, Goston q6L6, 8reface, p.v.
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were so awfully inhuman and Fagrantly indecent that it is hard to 
conceive that they came from human minds.

The Undians were naturally ferocious, but at the instigation of their 
manitou they became Oends. Some of the things that they did to 
the missioners, as we shall see, could only emanate from hell. Gesides 
being naturally ferocious, or at least ferocious on account of their life 
and environment, the savages were also without any sense of shame 
or moral turpitude. Their manner of life, lived in common, without 
any privacy, destroyed all sense of modesty and purity. xvery sort of 
obscenity and impurity was indulged in openly and without any loss 
of reputation to either seR. 0ntil married a maiden was free to indulge 
every seR impulse, without detriment to future marriage.

Trial marriages were common, and some of the maidens had as 
many as twenty such alliances before permanent marriage. Cnce mar-
ried the woman became a drudge, a veritable slave. There was no 
bigamy among the Undians for the simple reason that a man could 
divorce his wife for any slight cause or for no cause but displeasure. 
The missioners relate that in response to what theirPokisP commanded 
in dreams, the Undians at times perpetrated deeds more shameful than 
any recorded in the worship of the lustful deities of paganism. Ut is 
necessary to know this in order to understand the power of the 1ospel, 
which in many cases, and sometimes with whole tribes, completely 
transformed these victims of satanic domination.

Ut is also necessary to know the degradation of the Undians in order 
to appreciate the sacriOce and heroism and virtue of those men of 1od 
who left the amenities of civiliIation to live and work among these fe-
rocious and degraded savages. Cne of the missioners, "ather Grebeuf, 
wrote to those of his brethren in xurope who were contemplating 
coming to America as Undian missioners in substance as followsz
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HThe dwelling of the missioner is a miserable hut, made by covering 
poles with bark. This hut, or wigwam, as it is called, is so fashioned that 
those inside cannot stand erect or lie down at full length. Gy day one 
must remain either sitting or kneeling. At night one cannot stretch 
one5s limbs but must remain curled up. While sleeping the feet are 

towards the Ore, in the center of the hut, and the head is at the outer 
edge, with the result that while the feet are almost roasting the head is 
chilled by contact with the cold ground or the snow, which is separated 

from the head by some branches only, or skins of animals.
HGut the most dreadful thing of all is the smoke. Ut is so dense in the 

hut that it fre2uently causes blindness. Ut smarts the eyes as if salt were 
poured into them. Ut makes the eyes so sore that they continually run 
water for a considerable period. Un winter the water Fowing from the 
aching eyes makes it almost impossible to see when one goes outside. 
This makes it necessary to have some one lead the missioner in travel-
ing when he is thus aYicted. EeRt to the smoke is the small martyrdom 

su:ered from Feas, lice and vermin. The Undians do not mind this 
plague but to the missioner it is torture.

HThe food is very coarse and fre2uently insu7cient. Uts manner of 
serving deprives one for a long time of all desire for food. They eat 

out of a common dish, usually dirty. The dogs eat from the same dish, 
and usually serve as the dish-washers by licking it. "or napkins either 
one5s hair or else the dog5s back serves the purpose. The most repulsive 
uncleanliness does not o:end the Undians at all. There is so much Olth 
about their cabins and in them that it breeds disease. Un their ignorance 
they think that such disease is the anger of some o:ended spirit. Cr 
they attribute it to the presence of the missioner, which imperils his 
life, as at any moment a savage may sink a tomahawk into his skull, 

under the conviction that he is slaying the cause of misfortune.
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HThis causes the missioner to live in constant apprehension. Ne never 
knows when a frenIied savage may run him through with a knife or 
knock his brains out with a club, as has happened in not a few cases. 
What the missioner Onds a great hardship is the utter lack of privacy. 
Ne can scarcely ever be alone, either for devotions or for necessary rest 
and the needs of nature. And although he longs for occasional privacy 
one of his most dreadful su:erings is isolation. Ne is surrounded by 

those whose ideas are as far apart from his as the two poles. "irst of all 
his knowledge of their language, at least for a long time, is rudimentary, 

which prevents him from normal conversation. And when he does 
get command of the language he Onds that it is almost impossible to 
convey any but concrete notions to them. Their world is altogether 

di:erent from his. Nence he is a stranger in a strange land, alone 
although surrounded by many. Moreover he is obliged constantly to 

be witness of vice which he is powerless to prevent.
HQying, stealing and lust are as common to these savages as walking. 
They do not know what shame is. The only hope the missioner has 
of doing good is with the children, who, if rightly taught and inFu-
enced may become the means of civiliIing and !hristianiIing these 

benighted creatures. This is a dark picture, but it becomes bright when 
one views it with the love of 1od in one5s heart. The missioner knows 

that this Oeld gives him an opportunity of proving his love for 1od 
in the way that most appeals to 1od, namely by service and sacriOce. 

Ut was thus !hrist showed Nis love for us. Ut is the realiIation that 
sacriOce is the language of love, that makes the missioner reDoice amidst 

conditions which would ordinarily depress the most stout-hearted.
HAlso he knows that sacriOce is the best means of doing 1od5s work. Uf 
these savages eventually become !hristian it will be in no small degree 
because the blood of martyrs is the seed of !hristians. The missioner 
sheds his blood as much by daily torture from disgusting and painful 
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surroundings as by the sword. Ut is this that gives him that peace and 
courage which are the astonishment of the savages, and which makes 

him cheerfully labor for the cause of !hrist H3 

The missioner, "ather Grebeuf, who wrote the above description of 
conditions, eRempliOed in his own person the service and sacriOce he 
so earnestly hoped for in those who were to Doin him.

The Undians had no conception of moral good or evil. Their only 
standard of right and wrong was the desirableness or undesirableness 
of the thing in 2uestion. What gave pleasure or gain was good, what 
caused pain or loss was evil. They had no word for 1od. The mission-
ers were obliged to invent a phrase to convey the idea of a Supreme 
Geing. They called Nim HThe 1reat !hief of Men,H and also, HNe Who 
Qives Un The Sky.H According to the notion of the savages each kind 
of animal had a king. Ut was easy, therefore, to make them understand 
that man also should have a king, and that Ne was the 1reat Spirit.

They believed in immortality after a fashion, holding that after 
death the deceased continued a sort of shadowy eRistence in a shade 
world. Unto that world the spirit of everything in this world passed on 
and survived the shades of men, animals, rivers, mountains, weapons, 
etc., continuing to eRist there. Nence in burying an Undian, the things 
dearest to him were buried with him, in order that their shades might 
accompany him. Gut their belief in a future life did not imply reward 
or punishment. Ut is true that there was the bright and happy hunting 
ground for the brave warrior, and a rather darksome region for the 
coward, but with regard to reward for virtue, or punishment for moral 
wrong-doing, there was no idea whatever.

3. Jesuit jelations, q;';.
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Although burial followed shortly after death it was only tempo-
rary interment. At stated intervals of about ten years the bones of 
the deceased were taken from their various graves and assembled at a 
designated place where they were deposited with great ceremony. The 
whole nation gathered for this function. Un the burial pit, along with 
the remains of the dead, were placed wampum-belts, beaver-skins, 
bows, arrows, pipes, utensils, beads, rings and everything associated 
with Undian life. The savages believed that all things animate and 
inanimate were alike immortal, and that with the dead to whom they 
belonged, their shades passed to the land beyond, where they would 
serve the same purpose as in this life, but in a di:erent manner. To 
this day those burial pits are found in various parts of Eorth America, 
some of them containing every kind of weapon, utensil and ornament 
with which Undian life was ac2uainted.

When a savage fell ill there was little or no attempt at curing him by 
medicine, surgery or any other remedial measure. The medicine-man 
was called in. Why he was called a Hmedicine-manH is lard to under-
stand, because he prescribed no medicine and gave no medical treat-
ment. Ne was a sorcerer pure and simple. Uf an Undian were ill, it was, in 
their belief, because a malignant oki had entered into him. As long as 
this hostile spirit remained, the man would be ill, and unless the spirit 
were driven out, the victim would eventually die.

The medicine-man, therefore, proceeded by incantations and var-
ious grotes2ue movements, accompanied by howlings and wild beat-
ing of drums, to eRpel the oki from the victim. Sometimes the medi-
cine-man feigned to receive a communication from the spirit world to 
the e:ect that the malignant oki could be eRpelled only by the torture 
or death of a personal enemy or by despoiling him of possessions. The 
Undians regarded such communications as sacred and carried them 
into e:ect, at no matter what cost. Un this way the sorcerer was able 
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to revenge himself on anyone who was opposed to him. Ut was thus, 
as we shall see, that some of the missioners were tortured or killed, 
because they branded the doings of the sorcerer as devices of roguery, 
superstition or diabolism.

4reams and sorcery were the two most potent factors of Undian life, 
as well as the all but invincible obstacles to the preaching of the 1ospel. 
Un nearly every tribe there were professed dreamers and interpreters 
of dreams. These were usually the shrewdest men of the community 
and ordinarily eRercised their profession with a keen knowledge of 
persons and conditions. Un conse2uence, some of their directions and 
forecasts showed marvelous results. 0sually the community was in 
superstitious dread of these sorcerers, and seldom or never hesitated 
to carry out their orders. As a result, the missioners knew that at any 
hour, or in any place, an Undian brave might sink a tomahawk into 
their skulls or burn them at the stake, and in so doing be convinced 
that he was acting by direction from the spirit world. 8erpetual fear 
of preternatural agencies haunted the savage at every turn and greatly 
inFuenced his life. All nature was alive and intelligent. Ne was the 
sport of all this spirit world, and too often its victim.

Most of these Undians led a roving life, due to the fact that for 
the greater part they depended on game for their food and clothing. 
They had settled villages, it is true, but with war parties and Oshing 
and hunting eRpeditions they were not often resident. Sometimes 
the whole tribeHmen, women and childrenHengaged in Oshing or 
hunting trips. Cn these eRpedition the s2uaws were the beasts-of-bur-
den and the toilers at camp. The braves fought, hunted, Oshed and 
made weapons. Cftentimes when game was scarce the whole tribe 
went without food for several days. Again, when game was plenty they 
gorged themselves.
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While roving they slept in the open, or if the weather were too 
severe for that, in tents made by covering, with bark or skins, saplings 
of birch which were set Ormly in the ground in a circle, bent together 
at the top and fastened by thongs of leather or twigs. Un very cold 
weather a Ore was built in the center of this tent or wigwam. The 
Undians slept on the bare ground or on animal skins, their feet towards 
the Ore. "re2uently while their feet were almost roasted their heads 
and shoulders were nearly froIen. The sky was visible through the 
crevices of the wigwam, and the su:ering in eRtremely cold weather 
was intense.

Worse, however, than the cold was the smoke. The only outlet 
being the opening in the top of the wigwam, the smoke in conse-
2uence was often so dense that the missioners were obliged to sleep 
face downward, their mouths and nostrils close to the ground. Ut 
penetrated eyes, nose and mouth causing intense irritation and often 
blindness. The missioners found this one of the greatest hardships. Un 
the winter, on a hunt, the wigwam was pitched in a clearing of snow. 
Ut was so cold that the missioners could not read their breviary eRcept 
in the smoke-Olled tent, and by the Ockle light which came from the 
Ore. This caused them eRcruciating agony, but they read their breviary, 
nevertheless.

Un the tribal village the Undians lived in huts constructed of logs. 
The Uro2uois received their name from the architecture, if such it can 
be called, of their huts or sheds. These were long, low and narrow 
structures. The Uro2uois were known as the dwellers in the long hous-
es, which is the meaning of their real Undian name, Nodenosaunee or 
H8eople of the Qong Nouse.H xach house accommodated Ove families, 
and had Ove Ores, a Ore for each family.

The name Uro2uois is "rench, given to these Undians because they 
terminated a discourse by the wordPHiroP which meansPI have endedP 
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andPKoueP orPQuoisP which was a grunt of satisfaction, or the opposite, 
according as it was uttered. The Uro2uois was the Undian of Undians, 
and the Mohawk was the Uro2uois of the Uro2uois. The Uro2uois were 
a confederacy of Ove nations, dwelling along a line running through 
central Eew Iork, and embracing from xast to West the Mohawks, 
Cneidas, Cnondagas, !ayugas and Senecas. As stated previously there 
was no such thing as privacy in Undian life. xverything was open to 
the gaIe of all. As a result the savages were dead to all sense of shame. 
They were rather unmoral than immoral. !ruelty, dishonesty, lust 
were their characteristics. These were the people among whom the 
Jesuit missioners came to live and labor, and in many instances to die 
in horrible torture. Eo wonder that even the non-!atholic historian, 
8arkman, has declared that there has been no greater heroism in the 
annals of mankind than that displayed by the sons of Qoyola among 
the savage children of the American forest.' 

Qet me sum up the Undian character by a 2uotation from 8arkmanz 

HUt is obvious that the Undian mind has never seriously occupied itself 
with any of the higher themes of thought. . . . Un the midst of na-

ture, the Undian knew nothing of her laws. Nis perpetual reference of 
her phenomena to occult agencies forestalled in2uiry and precluded 
inductive seasoning. Uf the wind blew with violence, it was because 

the water-liIard, which makes the wind, had crawled out of his poolJ 
if the lightning was sharp and fre2uent, it was because the young 
of the thunder-bird were restless in their nestJ if a blight fell upon 

the corn, it was because the corn-spirit was angryJ and if the beavers 
were shy and di7cult to catch, it was because they had taken o:ense 

at seeing the bones of one of their race thrown to a dog. Well, and 

'. 8arkman, The Jesuits in North America, Goston q6L6, p. 6'.
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even highly developed, in a few instancesHU allude especially to the 
Uro2uoisHwith respect to certain points of material concernment, the 
mind of the Undian in other respects was and is almost hopelessly stag-
nant. The very traits that raise him above the servile races are hostile to 
the kind and degree of civiliIation which those races so easily attain. 
Nis intractable spirit of independence, and the pride which forbids 

him to be an imitator, reinforce but too strongly that savage lethargy 
of mind from which it is so hard to rouse him. Eo race, perhaps, ever 

o:ered greater di7culties to those laboring for its improvement.
HTo sum up the results of this eRamination, the primitive Undian 
was as savage in his religion as in his life. Ne was divided between 

fetish-worship and that neRt degree of religious development which 
consists in the worship of deities embodied in the human form. Nis 
conception of their attributes was such as might have been eRpected. 
Nis gods were no whit better than himself. xven when he borrows 
from !hristianity the idea of a Supreme and 0niversal Spirit, his 

tendency is to reduce Nim to a local habitation and a bodily shapeJ and 
this tendency disappears only in tribes that have been long in contact 
with civiliIed white men. The primitive Undian, yielding his untutored 
homage to Cne All-pervading and Cmnipotent Spirit, is a dream of 

poets, rhetoricians, and sentimentalists.H9 

Such were the people, and such the Oeld of missionary Ieal that 
drew the sons of Ugnatius Qoyola from the colleges and universities of 
xurope.

Naving seen the savages and their crude manner of living, it is well 
to turn our eyes to the Jesuit and his mode of life, in order to see 
what it was that inspired him to make such great sacriOces to bring 

9. 8arkman, The Jesuits in North America, Goston q6L6, Untro., p. lRRRviii-iR.
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the light of the 1ospel into the lives of these poor children of the 
forest, who dwelt in the darkness of base superstition. A narrative 
of deeds is only part, and that a small part, of a career. The motives 
which actuate a person are the most important part of his achieve-
ments. When notable deeds are actuated by noble motives we have 
a truly noble character. And when some of the most heroic deeds 
known to mankind are performed under the inspiration of the most 
disinterested and most eRalted motives which can inFuence man, we 
have what truly constitutes the loftiest eRample of human virtue and 
achievement.

When we realiIe that !atholic virtue is the supreme eRpression of 
!hristian morality we can readily understand the lofty motives which 
inFuenced Jogues in the carrying out of a mission which entailed the 
greatest sacriOces possible to human nature. The deeds of Jogues are so 
heroic and withal so transcendent that there is no romance of Oction 
which compares with his career. Eo wonder that the Kueen of "rance, 
on beholding Jogues5 mutilated hands and hearing of his eRploits, 
eRclaimedz Hjomances are written every day. Nere is one that is true, 
and that combines the wonderful with the heroic.H

Un order to appreciate the motives which animated Jogues, and 
other men of culture and delicacy like him, who braved dangers, 
hardships, vileness and ingratitude among the savages, we shall now 
turn to a brief consideration of that Crder of men whose members 
in such great numbers, and under such forbidding circumstances, 
o:ered their lives generously and permanently to a career of sacriOce 
hardly paralleled in human annals.



The Jesuits

C hrist is the most loved and the most hated person in the world. 
We say is, not merely was, for Christ is living today. He is the 

most potent factor in the world. He inbuences more people than any 
living monarch. He is Fitterly hated as well as passionately loved. "rom 
the day that His own people cried !Crucify Him'! down to present 
time, He has Feen persecuted and hated as no other Feing in the 
worldAs history. knd all the while His response has Feen to do more 
for manIind, in every age, than the worldAs most lauded Fenefactors. 
-n return for reviling He has showered Flessings. He foretold that His 
followers would meet with the same illNtreatment that was accorded 
Himself. knd down the centuries His followers in proportion to their 
closeness to Him, have shared His ignominy and Forne His cross.

xone so loved Fy manIind as Christ, none so hated Fy manIind 
as Christ. k parado;B Fut only apparently. Christ foretold that there 
should always Fe enmity Fetween Himself and the world. Ey the world 
He meant not the material earth, Fut those persons who limited their 
aims, aspirations, and careers to the short span of mortal life. Christ 
taught that this world is not the goal Fut the starting point of man. 
The world teaches that this life is the Feginning and the end of man. 
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-ts motto is !jet us en1oy ourselves while we may, for the bower that 
once has Flown forever dies.!G 

Christ says that this life is Fut the Orst stage of manAs career. He 
tells us that life is proFation and that the grave is not the end Fut 
the Feginning of real life. Hence there is Found to Fe antagonism 
Fetween Christ and the world. Christ stands for the spiritual and the 
eternal. The world stands for the material and the temporal. These 
two standards are diametrically opposed. That is why the world hates 
Christ. That is why good men love Christ. That is why Christ is so 
loved and so hated.

We must not Fe surprised therefore when we see the virtuous perN
secuted. Dod allows the wheat and tares to grow up alongside until 
the harvest. He permitted evil to worI its malicious course against His 
Pnly zivine Uon on Calvary. He permits the forces of evil to worI 
their course even now against His Church and His faithful followers. 
-t has always Feen so. Rersecution has Feen the Fadge of those loyal to 
Him. The Flood of martyrs is the seed of Christians. Rerhaps no other 
organiKation in the Church of Christ has met with the love and hatred, 
the admiration and condemnation which has Feen the portion of that 
Prder of which the heroic and Flessed Jogues was a memFer.

Uome time ago a young man who was studying for the ministry in 
a Rrotestant Ueminary came to see a priest with regard to matters conN
cerning the Catholic Church. The priest asIed him how he Fecame 
interested in Catholicism. His reply was that he had heard so many 
attacIs on Catholicity Fy his professors that he concluded that it must 
Fe something powerful to inspire such opposition. Then he added 
that people do not hate what is weaI and insigniOcant. Uuch things 
they despise. Hatred implies an opponent of strength and power. Uo 

G. 6uFayat, Pmar ?hayyam.
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he came Fecause he wanted to Inow something aFout that Church 
which was so hated. Sventually this young man Fecame a Catholic and 
is now a priest.

The Jesuit Prder from the Feginning has received the highest apN
proFation and encomiums of the Church of Dod. -t has also drawn 
down upon itself the direct wrath of the opponents of DodAs Church. 
The greatest glory of the Jesuit Prder is that it has Feen from its 
Feginning the target for the deadliest shafts of the enemies of ChristAs 
Church.

xo one has done so much for the world as Christ. xo one has Feen 
so hated Fy the world as Christ. xo institution has done so much 
for the civiliKation of the world as ChristAs Church. xo institution 
has Feen so persecuted Fy the world as ChristAs Church. The Jesuit 
Prder has Feen and is persecuted and maligned. The Jesuit Prder 
could readily win the admiration and love of the world if it would turn 
from the ideals of Jesus Christ to those of the world. Eut it has ever 
worn the livery of Christ and hopes to wear it unto the end.

xow what is the Jesuit Prderq What is there aFout it that draws 
upon it the assaults of the world in spite of the fact that as an Prder 
it has done so much for the worldq This is an interesting study and 
we hope to show why the world hates it, in spite of the fact that it has 
done so much for the world and given Firth to many heroes liIe Jogues 
whom the world admires and praises.

The proper name of the Jesuit Prder is The Uociety of Jesus. -t 
was founded Fy Ut. -gnatius joyola, a Upanish noFleman and valiant 
soldier. joyola gathered aFout him a Fand of men most conspicuous 
for learning and virtue. Pne of these was Ut. "rancis 7avier, who is 
considered the greatest apostle of Christianity since the Twelve kposN
tles. joyola presented himself and his company of disciples to the 
Uupreme RontiM to Fe employed as a sort of bying sVuadron in the 
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campaign the Church was then engaged in against the assaults of the 
si;teenth century 6eformers.

joyola, having Feen a military man, gave the e:ciency of miliN
tary organiKation to his followers. -n the Feginning he called them a 
company, and since Christ was their *odel and jeader it was named 
Fy him !The Company of Jesus! with Christ as its Head and CapN
tain. The Company, Fy its Frilliant achievements for the repression of 
heresy and the spread of truth, soon attracted the attention of Surope. 
-n proportion as it loyally served the 8icar of Christ it drew upon itself 
the enmity of the various forces arrayed against the Church of Christ.

The Company was erected into a 6eligious Prder with ConstiN
tutions and 6ules which are the admiration of the world. *en of 
culture and piety from every nation of Surope sought admission into 
it9 ranIs. Within a few years it was estaFlished in every country of 
Surope and numFered thousands of memFers. The very heart of the 
new Prder was the Upiritual S;ercises, which consist of the practical 
study and imitation of Christ, the *odel and jeader of Christian 
perfection.

Christ came not only for the salvation of manIind Fut also for its 
sanctiOcation. He proclaimed that in His "atherAs house there were 
many mansions. He oMered to manIind not only eternal life Fut a 
particular glory therein. To all manIind He proclaimed( !-f thou wilt 
enter eternal life Ieep the Commandments.! That was His proclamaN
tion to all who were seeIing salvation. He made a special proclamation 
to generous souls, to those of lofty ideals. He Inew that there are those, 
and not a few, who are not content with doing only what they 3*t do 
in a good cause, Fut in their generosity desire to do all that they can 
do.

Uuch persons are not satisOed with doing only what is oFligatory, 
Fut seeI to show magnanimity and devotion to the cause Fy oMerN
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ing themselves unreservedly to it. We see this spirit in what we term 
patriotism. Ratriots are those who serve their country disinterestedly 
and generously. Christianity also has her patriots, those holy men and 
women, saints of Dod, who are the heroes of the ?ingdom of Christ. 
These souls, in response to the invitation of Christ to ascend higher 
than the way of the Commandments, are drawn to special service in 
His cause Fy those words of His( !-f thou wilt Fe perfect, go sell what 
thou hast, and come, follow *e.!

The Commandments are the way to salvation. The Counsels of 
Christ are the way to special sanctiOcation and conseVuent distinction 
in DodAs eternal ?ingdom. The Commandments are the law of life 
which everyone must oFserve in order to Fe saved. The Counsels of 
Christ are His invitation to generous souls to draw close to Him, to 
Fe associated with Him in His mission of e;tending the ?ingdom of 
Dod on earth, to Fe His near companions in this life, in order to Fe 
very near to Him in eternal life. -n other words, Christ oMers man the 
opportunity of distinguished service in His cause.

This service calls for a closer following of the *aster, a participation 
in the manner of life He led. -ts motive is personal love of Christ who 
so loved us. Christ for love of us left His heavenly home and emFraced 
a life of poverty and suF1ection. He appeals to those who desire to 
maIe Him a generous return of love, to do so, not Fy words, nor Fy 
what is of oFligation, Fut Fy the voluntary renunciation, for love of 
Him, of what He renounced for love of them. "or love of manIind 
He emFraced poverty, oFedience and selfNdenial. Those who respond 
to His invitation to draw close to Him liIewise choose what He chose.

This higher life of the Counsels may Fe practiced in every walI 
of life from that of the Iing on his throne to that of the peasant 
in the Oeld. Uaints have worn crowns and have also Feen clothed in 
rags. Svery career of life is open to close imitation of Christ. Eut in a 
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special way what is called the religious life is adapted to the practice of 
the heroic virtues counseled Fy Christ. *emFers of a religious order 
Find themselves Fy vow to a life of close fellowship with Christ. They 
hearIen to those words of His( !-f any man will follow *e, let him 
deny himself, and taIe up his cross, and follow *e! A0*arI 8---. QY.  
The religious vows are in a special way the cross of Christ, and he who 
oFserves them is truly carrying a cross after Christ. The Jesuit taIes 
the vows of poverty, chastity and oFedience, and in the fulOllment of 
them Onds his way of the cross, his Calvary, his crown.

Svery religious order has its own spirit and distinctive features. The 
Jesuit Prder is characteriKed Fy its apostolic oFedience. kt a word 
from the Uupreme RontiM, the Prder will send its memFers to any part 
of the world where the cause of Christ needs defenders or promoters. 
kt a word from its own Uuperior, who is called the Deneral of the 
Prder, its memFers are prepared to undertaIe any Iind of worI, and 
to go to any part of the world where the interests of DodAs Church call 
them. k statesman is reported to have said( !Dive me the Constitutions 
of the Jesuits and - will rule the world.! He overNlooIed something. 
The Constitutions are indeed a wonderful Fody of legislation Fut they 
are nothing without the men to aFide Fy them.

This Frings us to an intimate view of the formation of the Jesuit. 
What is it that maIes the Jesuit so pliant in the hands of Uuperiorsq 
What is it that causes men, who for the most part are rulers of men, to 
Fe as suFmissive as children to orders which at times maIe most heroic 
demands on human natureq The answer is the Upiritual S;ercises of 
Ut. -gnatius. The Jesuit Prder is the emFodiment of the Upiritual 
S;ercises. These are a Frief set of meditations on the Sternal Truths of 
6evelation, arranged in a particularly practical manner. They are the 
worI of the "ounder of the Jesuit Prder, and are the very Fasis and 
motive of the Uociety of Jesus.
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Erieby, the Upiritual S;ercises, which form or transform a man into 
an ardent follower of Christ, are a series of considerations on the Snd 
of man, the means to the Snd, and the oFstacles to the Snd and the 
fate of those who miss the Snd. These are the Fasic meditations of 
the Upiritual S;ercises and form their Orst part. Pnce a man realiKes 
that the great oF1ect of life is to attain eternal life, the ne;t step is to 
present Christ as *odel and jeader of those who aspire to generous 
and devoted service in His ?ingdom on earth. The second period of 
the S;ercises is taIen up with consideration and study of the life of 
Christ, with a view to Inow, love and imitate Him.

ks a result of these meditations of the second period, a man perN
ceives that the close following of Christ means the appreciation and 
acceptance in life of what Christ esteemed and valued. Christ so valued 
the soul that He declared it of more value than the whole material 
world. He so valued suMering and privation that having 1oy and aFunN
dance placed Fefore Him He chose sorrow and poverty. What Christ 
chose must certainly have Feen wisely chosen. He who chooses what 
Christ chose is maIing a good choice. ConseVuently the Inowledge 
and love of Christ, developed Fy prayerful study of His life and charN
acter, lead to the desire to imitate Christ, the Way, the Truth and the 
jife. That the following of Christ entails selfNdenial, selfNconVuest and 
selfNoFlation is forciFly inculcated Fy the third period or phase of the 
Upiritual S;ercises which deals with Christ in conbict.

-n this part we Fehold Pur zivine jord on the Floody Oeld of His 
Rassion, enduring e;cruciating pain and dreadful shame. He died in 
agony that we might live in eternal glory. He is the great Captain of the 
soldiers of the cross, going Fefore His troops, saying to them, !"ollow 
*e.! When a devout follower Feholds his Captain, Christ, enduring 
calumny, stripes and mortal anguish, he must feel that to desire Fetter 
treatment than his jordAs is unworthy of one who aims at fellowship 
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with Him. Hence the disciple formed on the model of Christ in the 
Upiritual S;ercises is prepared to carry cheerfully with Christ and for 
Christ whatever cross the duties of life may lay upon him.

When we see, as we shall see, Jogues and others of his Prder, Fearing 
tortures which cause the stoutest heart to Vuail, we shall Inow whence 
came the strength and virtue to Fear them with such patience and 
fortitude as to win the admiration of the savages themselves. When 
we see, as we shall see, Jogues carving the cross on the FarI of trees, 
and constructing it out of sticIs of wood, we shall understand that it 
was from his *aster, Christ on the Cross, that he drew his courage to 
endure what humanly speaIing was Feyond endurance.

"inally in the fourth period of the S;ercises, Christ is presented 
triumphant, 8ictor over death and the grave, the glorious Captain of 
all the soldiers of the cross. This phase of the S;ercises animates the 
lovers of Christ to follow Him cheerfully in conbict, Inowing that 
they who suMer with Him shall reign with Him. The -ndians were at a 
loss to understand the disinterested laFors of the missioners, and their 
great capacity for suMering. The cross of Christ and the love of Christ 
give the e;planation. The S;ercises of Ut. -gnatius do not merely give 
a portrayal of Christ, Fut cause the one who maIes them to put on 
Christ, as it were. Christ Fecomes a vital factor of life, a dominant 
motive of action. -t is their marvelous power to inbuence conduct that 
gives them their e:cacy.

Jogues Fegan his life as a Jesuit Fy maIing the Upiritual S;ercises 
for a period of thirty consecutive days. kfter that, in the Jesuit Prder 
there follows a period of two years of what is called proFation or 
novitiate. zuring this time the candidate for permanent memFership 
in the Prder must give proof of capacity and virtue. He also studies 
the principles of the spiritual life, and endeavors to form himself on 
the ideals of Christian perfection. The two years of proFation ended, 
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he is permitted to taIe the simple vows of the Prder. He now Fegins 
a course of study to Ot himself for the priesthood and the apostolate. 
The duration of this time of study depends on the previous education 
of the individual.

Prdinarily a young man who desires to Fe a Jesuit must after college 
studies, spend in the Prder aFout Ofteen years of preparation and 
study Fefore he is ordained to the priesthood. Jesuits, during the periN
od of study and preparation for the priesthood are called Ucholastics. 
kfter taIing his Orst vows the Ucholastic spends two years reviewing 
his studies and acVuiring so thorough a Inowledge of the classics 
that he will Fe aFle to teach them later in one ofA the Jesuit colleges. 
"ollowing this classical course he taIes up the study of philosophy and 
science for a period of three years.

He has now Feen a memFer of the Prder for seven years, of which 
two were devoted to the novitiate, two to the review of classical studies, 
and three to the study of philosophy and the physical sciences. Ey this 
time the average Ucholastic is twentyNOve years old. He now interrupts 
study for a period of teaching. Pne really never Inows a thing until 
one can impart oneAs Inowledge to others. Teaching is the Fest way to 
oFtain clear and accurate Inowledge. -t also matures and develops the 
mind. This period of teaching is of the greatest FeneOt as a preparation 
for the study of Theology, the Nueen of Uciences.

kfter three or Ove years of teaching, and at aFout the age of thirty, 
the Jesuit Ucholastic Fegins the study of Theology, Fringing to it a 
maturity of mind and character which helps greatly in the proper 
comprehension of this suFlime suF1ect. "our years are given to TheolN
ogy, Fut at the end of three years, and usually at the age of thirtyNthree 
the Ucholastic is ordained to the priesthood. He maIes his Onal year 
of Theology as a priest. kll his studies completed, the Jesuit priest 
now devotes one year to the cultivation of the spiritual life e;clusively. 
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