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Editor's Preface

The editor of this volume is not a theologian. He will make no at-
tempt, therefore, to comment upon the theological structure or mys-
tical depth of the works collected here. They stand well enough on 
their own, time-tested and devout, Ot for any soul who wishes to 
meditate on the Passion of Lur Mord and the sorrows of His Iother. 
xnstead, he would like to say, in a few words, why these particular 
tebts were chosen for pu:lication :y Stabat Mater Press, a pu:lishing 
house with a singular aimS to forward the Kocial Cingship of —hrist. 
That is to say, to participate, in our own way, in the re:uilding of 
—hristendom.

Kuch a task is certainly vast. xt cannot :e accomplished alone :y 
proclamations and social programs, and still less :y this-or-that voting 
:lock or political slogans. xt :egins F indeed, it must :egin F in the 
home. ;or the home is the Orst society, the Orst polity. xt is the only 
institution outside of the —hurch that, when rightly ordered, prepares 
the soul for the sacraments, for the duties of state, and for the :attle 
against the world.

xt is apparent that the world has made its choice. xt has crowned its 
idolsA it has torn down its cruciObes. The Cingship of —hrist is, for it, 
the grave oWense. Rnd so we ought not not argue with it. Ne certainly 
ought not wait for permission. Dather, we turn inward, toward the 
ta:ernacle and the hearth, and we :egin again :y :uilding, praying, 
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suWering, oWering penance, and sanctifying, as our ancestors did when 
the Orst stones of —hristendom were laid.

Rnd to suWer rightly, we must contemplate the —ross.
The three works in this volume F Meditations on the Way of the 

Cross, Reflections on the Stations of the Cross, and The Seven Dolors of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary F have :een selected :oth for their spiritual 
merit and for their formative power in one's spiritual life. The editor 
wishes them to :e read aloud in families, pondered in silence, carried 
into Ment and, further, into every ;riday of the year. They are weapons 
of recollection and :attle plans in the art of —atholic sorrow. They 
are, in a word, reminders of the true :attle. ;or those who wish to 
form —atholic homes F homes where the Cingship of —hrist is more 
than an a:straction F they oWer the only foundationS union with the 
suWerings of Besus and Iary.

The :attle, in many ways, has already :een won. —alvary stands 
forever. Lur Mord has con5uered through His death. 6ut the Oeld re-
mains to :e cleared, the walls of —hristendom re:uilt, souls converted. 

These were chosen to place us :eneath the —ross. xt is the editor's 
contention that there, and only there, must the re:uilding of —hris-
tendom :egin.
The Editor
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Preface

My God!
I write these pages in Thy presence, with the thought of helping the 

souls that su.erm
To thek Thou didst spea:, saying“ Cboke to Me, all you that la”or, 

and are ”urdened, and I will refresh youmv
GiOe ke, * ky God, the grace to lead to Thee at least soke of the 

kost unhappym

qqq

If, ”y chance, in their sil:en ”oudoirs, soke loOers of the cokforta”le, 
soke of those worldlings who try to reach happiness through pleasure, 
happen to read the title of this ”oo:, they wittily will skile, ”eing 
aware indeed that therein is Auite a foolish theory, and that such a 
Middle ?ges kysticisk is nowadays out of place as well as out of tikem

CThy saying is hard and who can hear itSv they will say as the 
disciples of old, when the HaOiour uttered the words of truth“ CIf any 
kan will coke after ke let hik deny hikself and ta:e up his cross and 
follow kev or when Be kade the eight Eeatitudes spring forth frok 
the eight sorrows of lifem
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Eut it does not katter whatWblaséWworldlings will saym The -ord of 
God is eternally true, and the road of the cross, all the while kan:ind 
will continue rolling onward, shall rekain the true way toward hapj
piness“Wper crucem ad lucemm

?s said the poets“

C? 7ner peace shall ”e wrought out of pain,
WWWThan the stars in their courses :nowm
?h ke! ”ut ky soul is in sorrow till then
WWW?nd the feet of the years koOe slowmv

Ret us, therefore, study how to acAuire this bhristian happiness, let 
us see how Cto a”ound with 8oy in all our tri”ulationsmv

Father Joseph Mary Leleu
Troy, New York
Exaltation of the Holy Cross
1904



Introduction

“A heavy yoke is upon the children of Adam from the day of their 
coming forth from their mother’s womb until the day of their burial 
into the mother of all.” SuTering is that yoke.

:he infant on entering this world sheds tears, it is his greeting to 
life. :he old man who is in the agonies of deathB sheds slowB coldB silent 
tears, it is his farewell to life. !etween those two eventsB how many 
tears have been shedW ?ho can measure the bitterness and the suTering 
gathered in the heart of a man who has lived a long lifeN

Eobody escapes that yoke. Since the fall in ;denB it is the lot of 
everyone coming into the worldx it is the fatal and inalienable heritage 
of the sin of our -rst parentsx it is our share of punishment in the ePF
piation ePtending from the beginning of the human race throughout 
all ages until the death of its last member.

HhilosophyB relying on its own unaided researchesB in vain strives 
to discover the origin of the physical evilB called suTering. OaithB with 
its supernatural lightB -nds it written in the -rst pages of Doly ?rit, 
“!ecause thou hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife and hast eaten 
of the treeB whereof I commanded theeB that thou shouldst not eatB 
cursed is the earth in thy workx with labor and toil shalt thou eat 
thereof all the days of thy life.” So while philosophy argues and faith 
revealsB mankind suTers.
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In some the suTering is visibleB and their pains arouse sympathyx 
no one envies their lotB for they are considered unhappy. Lthers pass 
before us with all the vain ostentation of happiness, their eyes are full 
of zoyB their lips fall of smiles. ?e do not see beneath the maskB we 
believe them happy and envy their apparent good fortune. Jould weB 
howeverB but behold them in their hours of solitudeB how often should 
we not see them weeping bitter tears from a heart broken with anguish.

StillB there are others who are not a prey to such great aMictionsx a 
more secret and less acute sensation undermines and consumes themB 
the sensation of emptiness. :hey grow disgusted with the vanity of 
created thingsB for creatures can not -ll the void they feel in their heart. 
Dence they feel wearinessB “that intolerable weariness which is at the 
bottom of everything.”

:here is a saying in Doly ?rit which puqqles me. It is uttered by two 
diTerent men under very diTerent circumstances. :he oneB reduced 
to complete wretchednessB to poverty after great wealthB upbraided by 
his wife and all his friendsx he had suddenly been bereft of his sons 
and daughters. Seated on a dunghillB covered with disgusting soresB he 
scraped the corrupt matter from them with a potsherd. :his was Yob. 
:he otherB overUowing with every kind of happinessB richB powerfulB 
gloriousB honoredB learned above allB the wisest of menB enzoying all the 
pleasures of mind and bodyB is seated upon his throne in a magni-cent 
palaceB surrounded by a splendid court. :his was Solomon.

I ask Yob about life. De answersB “7y soul is weary of my life.” I ask 
Solomon the same ‘uestionB and in almost the same words he answersB 
“I am weary of my life.” ?ho is not mysti-ed by so great contrasts 
giving an identical reply to being weary of life. Is it trueB thenB that life 
is burdensome to everyoneN

8esB life is burdensome to everyone.
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!utB it may be askedB if suTering is unavoidable in this worldB has it 
no consolationB no remedyN If there isB it is not in itself that the human 
heart can -nd themB forB says holy YobB “7y help is not in me.” IndeedB 
we can shake oT our sorrowx we can undertake an absorbing and 
di9cult workx we can become so enraptured with pleasure as to forget 
our diseaseB for a weaker sensation may be drowned or obliterated by 
a more powerful oneB but only for a time. ?hen this one ceases or 
vanishesB weB as it wereB suddenly wake up as from a dreamB and again 
-nd suTering in all its painful reality. ?e hadB for some momentsB 
forgotten the sword piercing our heartB and now we feel it againx it 
is still thereB cutting and sinking deeper and deeper. Jan we entirely 
forget suTeringN ?ere we to forgetB a new sorrow would arise. Roes 
not every day bring with it its own suTeringB its own trialsN Dow many 
minutes do we enzoy perfect calmN

?hat indeed can we -nd to relieve our suTeringsN ?hat remedy 
have we for death which deprives us of our loved onesN ?hat for bodily 
diseasesB for our failuresB for the disgrace we draw upon ourselvesB for 
weariness of lifeB for the insipidity and vanity of everything createdN

All we can do is to strive to be strongB to be resolute and to keep up 
our courage. :hat is allx and yet how often do we not fail in our eTortsN

LrB againB can our wounded heart receive comfort and remedy from 
our fellowFmenN

I do not deny that we may seek and -nd human comfort. :oo 
often have I tasted the sweetness and power of friendship to disown 
its goodness and e9cacy. 3:is so good when we suTerB to lean upon a 
friendly heart and to feel the warm presence of a friendly hand. !ut 
alasW alasW :his help is vainB because it comes from man who is vain 
himself.

?hen the mothers in and around !ethlehem had seen their loved 
babes cruelly murdered in their very armsB they could not be comfortF
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ed by their friendsB forB as the evangelist saysB “6achel would not be 
comfortedB because they are not.” Jould their sympathiqing friends 
give them back the dead they were bewailingN

?ho has not felt his utter helplessness in relieving the sorrow of a 
friendN Reath comes to his homeB ruin falls upon him and his familyB 
and the fond hopes of his life are suddenly shattered. De suTersB his 
soul is full of anguish. 8ou go to him with your heart overUowing 
with a lively sympathyB you wouldB if you couldB give up your share 
of happiness to compensate his lossB and suddenly when you are near 
himB your tongue becomes muteB words fail you to ePpress your heartF
felt sympathyB your mind is bewilderedB and with sorrowing look and 
a warm pressure of handsB you can say only, “7y friendB my poor 
friendW”

Although there are many ways of ePpressing condolenceB true 
friendshipB true sympathy feels they are inade‘uate and impotent to 
relieve sorrow and suTering. Lnly those who do not heartily sympaF
thiqe or do not understand sorrowB know then how to speak like actors 
in a play. Lf such comforters Yob said, “I haven often heard such words 
as these, you are troublesome comforters.”

Dow seldom do we understand the sorrow of a friendW
Dow seldom do our friends understand our sorrowW
:hey see the outwardB the visible signx they do not see the internal 

deep wound. And even when 1od sends usB to sooth our lifeB a trueB 
devoted friend who understands and feels for usB how often does De 
notB after a timeB take him away from usW E ?e lose our friendsB we leave 
themB they die and we remain aloneB survivingB as it wereB the burial of 
our own heart. EoB noB it is not from man we can ePpect comfort.

Is it from 1odN
In Doly ?rit nothing charms me so much as the permanent soF

licitude of 1od for mankind. De uses the most tender comparisons. 
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Sometimes De speaks “as a nurse that cherisheth her childrenx” someF
times “as the hen that gathereth her chickens under her wings again as 
the father of the prodigal sonB moved with compassion and hastening 
to meet and receive himB falling upon his neck and kissing himx and 
very often as a mother, “As one whom the mother caressethB so will I 
comfort you.”

It looks as if De wished to use all the ingenuity of love in order 
to attract to Dimself the many souls that suTer. De appears as if 
imploring and beseeching them to come to Dim for consolation. And 
how very seldom we go to himW

?hyN
Ro we doubt Dis power to comfort us and to dry our tearsN Eox we 

are aware that our loving 1od possesses in Dimself all goodness and 
happiness. Dow oftenB lifting up our souls to Dim in prayerB have we 
saidB “L my 1odB everything which is gloriousB honorableB and lovely is 
in :heeB in an eminent degreeB in a most perfect purity and inseparable 
from :hee. In :hee are all delights and raptures. :hou art the only 
true and perfect 1odx :hou art the only true Oriend that stays with us 
when every other friend has forsaken us.” :his we know and believe. 
?e know and feel that 1od alone can comfort usB because De is the 
true and only source of happiness.

Still we do not go to Dim. ?e go to menB we go to creaturesB that 
are vain and impotent. ?hat may be the reason of such inconsistencyN

It is perhaps because our poor souls are so dominated by our bodiesB 
that we are unable to catch any comfort ePcept that which Uatters the 
senses. ?e areB in some mannerB so materialiqedB as to be almost unable 
to relish what is intellectual or spiritual. 1odB as it wereB should show 
Dimself to our corporal eyesB should touch our handsB and speak to 
our earsB in order to be seenB feltB and heard by us. Lur faculties are 
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spiritually so bluntB as not to feel and pro-t by the mysterious and 
tender workings of the divine goodness.

!eing man’s Sovereign and knowing his essence perfectlyB 1od can 
move and comfort man in his body and sensesx De can even infuse into 
our organismB into our nervesB and our bones a thrill of happinessB 
as De did to some saints. E SometimesB tooB De does this to usB to a 
certain ePtentx and it is then that we receive those delicious moments 
of serenityB for which we vainly seek around us an apparent and created 
cause. Still 1od very seldom acts thus visibly. Gsually it is to our mindB 
our reasonB or our faith that De speaks and communicates Dimself. It 
is only an inward austere comfort De gives usB and because we are too 
fond of worldly enzoymentB we do not appreciate itB we disdain it as 
disagreeable and ineTectual. Dow foolish we areW

8esB how foolish we areW DoweverB 1od who knows of what clay we 
are madeB has had pity on us, “De humbled DimselfB taking the form 
of a servantB being made in the likeness of men and in habit found as 
a man.”

Jhrist YesusB the ?ord made UeshB 1od become manB will thereF
fore be the comforter of our suTeringsB will be our friendB will open 
Dis heart to our hearts. In Jhrist Yesus all is mystery for our feeble 
and doubtful reasonx but among the problems raised by Dis human 
incarnationB the one which has always attracted me stronglyB is why 
De chose to live a life of sorrow and suTeringB why De chose to be the 
“man of sorrows.”

In order to teach men faith and dutyB to recall to them the old 
forgotten lawB to raise again fallen human natureB it was not necessary 
for Jhrist to undergo suTering. :o pay our debt to the zustice of 1od 
the OatherB the smallest act of reparation from 1od the Son would have 
su9ced.

DoweverB De drank the chalice of atonement to the last drop.
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?hyN
?hy did De suTerN
I see only one answer, De suTered in order to teach us how to suTer.
:hereforeB L ye who suTer and do not know how to suTerB go to 

Dim. 2isten to Dis silent teaching from the crib to Jalvaryx saturate 
your soul with itB engrave it on your memoryB cherish it and carry 
it nearest to your heart. It will be your strengthB your energyB your 
courage. Saint Augustine calls us “the children of Jalvary.” 8esB we 
are indeed the children of Jalvary. 3:is there Jhrist begot us to Dis 
graceB and it is there De will yet shed in our weak and helpless hearts 
a power of resignationB which will enable them to lookB without fear 
or faintingB upon the long series of miseriesB sometimes painfulB which 
Uow in a human life.

Dow did Jhrist eTect thisN
De did not change the sad state of Dis creaturesB nor remove their 

suTeringsx but De took them upon Dimself. “De hath borne our 
in-rmities and carried our sorrows.” De took up Dis cross and went 
to 1olgotha. Orom that day suTering has become for man a glorious 
markB a seal of Jhristian nobility.

Ro not be sad if you suTerx you are called to the fellowship of Dis 
suTerings. ?ith Dim go to JalvaryB ascend that rugged mountainx you 
will not take a step without -nding the footprints of the Jruci-ed. 
Eot a tear of your eyeB not a drop of your heart’s blood will fall 
without being mingled with the tears and the blood of Jhrist. See that 
foreheadB those handsB those feetB that torn bosomB those red eyesB that 
pierced heart. If your forehead is as DisB crowned with thornsB if your 
hands are as DisB piercedB if your heart is as DisB trans-PedB rezoiceB for 
you wear the marks of your king. “8ou are made conformable to Dis 
death.”
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!ut Jhrist has not only made suTering gloriousB De has made it 
happy. “I am -lled with comfort”x “I ePceedingly abound with zoy in 
all my tribulations.”

?orldlings fail to understand this. :hey do not see how one can 
love suTering. According to them it is follyx and the world has always 
held this beliefB so that Saint Haul could truly ePclaim, “?e preach 
Jhrist cruci-edB unto the Yews a stumblingFblockB and unto the 1enF
tiles foolishness.”

It does not matter whether the world understands this or not. :he 
fact is before us. At the foot of the cross a new race was bornB a race 
which loves sorrowB which makes it the companion of its pilgrimageB 
which prefers it to pleasure. It prefers humility and contempt to gloryB 
poverty and suTering to riches. :hat race has been perpetuated by 
a divine germination. Its growth continues in our day. Lur volupF
tuous age still seesB as in the -rst centuries of the JhurchB penitents 
fond of suTeringB because Jhrist has suTeredx our independent and 
insubordinate age beholds men whose ambition it is to be obedient 
and contriteB because Jhrist annihilated Dimself unto the death of 
the cross. Lur age with its inordinate craving for wealthB sees many 
loving povertyB because Jhrist was poor. ?ho will deny thisN And how 
is it then we do not recogniqe that Yesus Jhrist has put a charm into 
suTeringB a charm of which perhaps some do not realiqe the attractionB 
but which others gather up and preserve.

8ou ask me the secret of this mysterious transformation. Dere it is. 
It is love. 2ove which makes suTering for the !eloved sweet and dearB 
love risen from the -re of silent communications between the heart 
of the Rivine Jruci-ed and the poor mortal hearts that approach Dis 
cross.

!esidesB let us not forget these comforting words of the apostle, 
“:hat of our tribulations which is at present light and momentaryB 
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worketh for usB ePceedingly above measureB an eternal weight of glory.” 
“As ye are partakers of the suTeringsB so shall ye be also of the consoF
lation.”

8e who now suTerB shall reach soon those summits of lifeB whence 
the sight of the future inspires more sadness than hope. 8ou shall have 
lost upon the way those enthusiastic illusionsB those simple zoysB those 
smiling dreams of the spring of lifeB for they shall all fade. :he wind 
that blows upon your head is a chilling wind that strips the trees. 8ou 
shall go down. Steep is the slopeW E and then the end will come, its 
name is death. AhW when life is so shortB eternity so longB when deathB 
at any momentB can cut our life’s thread and lay us in the graveB believe 
meB sweet it is to think that the share of suTering we have to endure 
here belowB is a fruitful seed of happinessB cast in the soil of eternity.

Jhristians enzoy true peace when they rest in the arms of their 
loving 6edeemer.



Jesus is Sentenced to Death
MlbyfHfyp, R

S omd r- one og jis chosen disciwmesC round r- the Po.an w;eto–
;iansC d;avved g;o. one !udve to anothe; r- the Jeks thi;stinv 

go; jis rmoodC thouvh the- cannot ma- an- c;i.e to jis cha;veC :h;ist 
Jesus is at mast med rego;e “imateI je;e remok the suw;e.e howe og the 
innocent is in Justice” so in the case og Jesus the;e kas ;eason to howe 
in the intev;it- og a Po.an .avist;ateI “imate inte;;ovates ji. W he 
does not And in ji. an- vuimtC as he tkice w;ocmai.ed” he shoumd 
then haTe set ji. g;ee” rut nox the .or de.ands the death og :h;istC 
and the .or is the;eC hategumC c;uemC hokminv in the Testirume og the 
“;eto;iu.I “imateC am;ead- keaO and -iemdinvC has an inswi;ation og 
ra;ra;ous co..ise;ationB ’F shamm haTe ji. scou;vedCE he said kithin 
hi.semgI ’Uhen the- shamm see ji. rmeedinvC the- shamm haTe wit- on 
ji.IE Nnd Jesus kas gea;gumm- scou;ved r- the Po.an somdie;sC rut 
the .or shoked no wit-I je .ust dieI 3o “imateC kho kas e5aswe;ated 
at so sturro;n a hat;ed avainst the Just ?neC the w;iests saidB ’Ye 
ca;egumC ig thou ;emease this .anC thou a;t not :aesa;Ls g;iendI Go; 
khosoeTe; .aOeth hi.semg a OinvC sweaOeth avainst :aesa;”E and “i–
mateC hea;inv these ko;dsC t;e.rmed and gea;ed to mose his voTe;no;shiwC 
and demiTe;ed the Fnnocent ?ne unto the. to re c;uciAedC sa-invB ’F 
a. innocent og the rmood og this !ust .anE and he kashed his hands 
rego;e the weowmeI Fn the .eanti.e Jesus kas o6e;inv jis hands to the 
somdie;s kho ke;e to mead ji. to e5ecutionI
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3he t;iu.whant .umtitude nok meaw go; !o-C go; the- a;e arout 
to see :h;ist die” the- a;e u;vinv the somdie;s to w;oceed kith thei; 
ko;OI jok the JeksC and esweciamm- the “ha;isees e5umtC go; the- kimm 
nok vet ;id og the w;eache;x Jesus hea;s ammI je hea;s the camu.nies og 
jis accuse;sC the coka;dm- anske;s og “imateC the insumts og the c;okd 
and its !o-ous shoutsC and je homds jis weaceI GiTe da-s rego;eC this 
sa.e c;okd had w;ocmai.ed ji. thei; OinvB ’josannah to the Son 
og DaTidxE je nok in Tain mooOs go; jis awostmesC kho. je moTedC 
kho. je cammed jis r;eth;enI “ete;C the chiegB t;e.rminv rego;e a 
ko.anC had denied ji. th;ee ti.esB ’F skea; F do not Onok this 
.anCE he had saidI JudasC the t;aito;C had hunv hi.semgI 3he othe;sC 
at the A;st ama;.C had Ced and souvht a wmace og conceam.entI ’je 
homds jis weaceIE je stimm seeOs in the c;okd go; the sicO je had cu;edC 
the rmind to kho. je had viTen sivhtC the ma.e kho. je .ade to 
kamOC the centu;ion khose se;Tant je had heamedC the kidok og  ai;n 
khose son je had ;aised to migeI I I I  ot one og the. kas the;ex DesC 
the;e is a centu;ion” rut he is rus- seeinv that the c;oss is .ade heaT- 
enouvh” the;e a;e so.e ko.en” -esC rut kith thei; hai; disheTemmed 
the- amso a;e shoutinvB ’Eet ji. re c;uciAedC and met jis rmood gamm 
uwon ou; chimd;enIE 3husC is the;e no one a.onv this c;okdC kho kimm 
sweaO go; :h;istB  o one kho ;e.e.re;s jis gaTo;sB  o one to Toice 
the ko;ds og khich the himm stimm homds the echoB ’Ymessed is je that 
co.eth in the na.e og the Eo;d” rmessed is the ko.r that ro;e 3hee 
and the waws that vaTe 3hee sucOEB joC no one is the;e to reg;iend 
hi.I Jesus is amoneC ret;a-edC somdC arandonedC amone in the hand og 
jis e5ecutione;s” ’and je homds jis weaceIE

M- FodC hok can F Tentu;e to co.wa;e ou; mittme so;;oks to 3h- 
e5ceedinvm- v;eat anvuishB UeC tooC haTeC in this ko;md og ou;sC to d;inO 
g;o. the chamice og camu.n-I Ue a;e so.eti.es cha;ved kith gaumtsC the 
thouvht og khich neTe; ente;ed ou; .indsI ?u; .ost sec;et thouvhts 
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a;e sea;ched intoC in o;de; to discoTe; the;ein intentions khich ke 
neTe; conceiTedI ?u; ko;ds a;e .isunde;stood and thei; .eaninvs 
we;Te;tedI ?u; g;iendshiws the .ost wu;e a;e viTen the aswect og rase 
wassionsI Uhat ke do si.wm- and kithout gu;the; thouvht ke a;e said 
to do .amiciousm- and sh;ekdm-I Ue a;e the Ticti.s og enT-I Eet us 
endu;e these t;iams kith watienceC andC miOe :h;istC met us Onok hok 
to homd ou; weaceI Eet us cam.m- unde;vo smivhtsC diswa;ave.entC con–
te.wt and insumtI Fn co.wa;ison kith khat :h;ist unde;kentC khat 
is amm this rut the shadok og jis diTine su6e;invsB Stimm je hemd jis 
weaceI  okC ke tooC haTe !udvesC the natu;am w;otecto;s and suwwo;te;s 
og ou; ;ivhtsI 3hei; is eithe; a gathe;C a .othe;C a husrandC a dea; 
g;iendC khose estee. ke homd deewe; in ou; hea;ts than amm emseI Do 
these !udve us kemm at amm ti.esB jok ogten the- eTen do not a6o;d us 
an- hemwC an- succo;x 3he- remieTe the sa-invs og ou; ene.iesC smivht 
usC conde.n usC and eTen t;eat us kith conte.wtI jok ogten ke haTe 
had to sa-C miOe DaTidB ’Fg .- ene.- had ;eTimed .eC F koumd Te;im- 
haTe ro;ne kith it” and ig he that hated .eC had swoOen v;eat thinvs 
avainst .eC F koumd we;haws haTe hidden .-semg g;o. hi.” rut thouC 
a .an og one .indC .- vuideC .- ga.imia; kho didst taOe skeet.eats 
tovethe; kith .e I I I IxE NndC as on the miws og DaTidC these so;;okgum 
ko;ds haTe reen inte;;uwted r- the sorrinvs og ou; hea;tsI

Eet us homd ou; weaceI F had reen vood to .enC F had deToted .-semg 
to the.I  ok that F su6e;C khe;e a;e the-B 3he- haTe Ced aka-I Uho 
OnoksB “e;haws the- haTe ret;a-ed and somd .eI F had moTedC F had 
wut amm .- hea;t in that moTeC F kas miTinv onm- go; the one F moTedI 
Da- and nivht .- thouvhts ke;e og hi.C and .- ko;OC .- hono;C 
.- hawwinessC .- migeC .- amm ke;e deToted to hi.I Uhe;e a;e those F 
moTedx 3he- haTe megt .eC amonv the ka-C as a r;oOen TessemC the ru;den 
og khich each thinOs too heaT-C and F a. go;saOen and amoneI
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III

“e;sonamm- Jesus kas innocentI Nmthouvh je had taOen on ji.semg 
the sins og amm .anOindC these sins coumd not re maid to jis cha;ve r- 
“imateI Yego;e jis !udve and accuse;sC je stood swotmess and rma.emessI 
Yut as go; usC kho co.wmain og reinv accusedC og reinv go;saOenC a;e 
ke miOe ji. vuimtmessB DesC we;haws ke a;e vuimtmess og the cha;ve that 
is avainst us” rut go; hok .an- sins shoumd ke not haTe to rmushC ig 
the- ke;e not hidden in the in.ost ;ecesses og ou; hea;tsx Fs the;e an- 
.an kho koumd kimminvm- awwea; rego;e the ko;mdC e5actm- as he sees 
hi.semgC in the somitude og his conscienceC kith amm his hidden deedsC 
desi;esC ;ev;etsC thouvhts and wassionsB

Ue shoumd re !udvedC thenC acco;dinv to ou; dese;ts” and ke v;ieTe 
nokC recause so.e gaumts og ou;sC onm- one og ou; .an- gaumtsC has 
reen discoTe;ed and !udvedI Nhx ig eTe;-thinv ke;e Onoknx Eet us 
homd ou; weaceC and unde; the conde.nations og the ko;mdC met us 
rok ou; heads kith watienceC go;Jjuste patimurJW ’ke su6e; !ustm-”E ke 
;ichm- dese;Te itI Jesus ammoked ji.semg to re conde.ned” je endu;ed 
ammI FuimtmessC je kished to e5wiate ou; gaumtsB vuimt-C met us unite ou; 
e5wiation to jis and met us co..ence r- unde;voinv the sentenceC miOe 
ji.C kithout ;ec;i.inationI EiOe ji.C met us endu;e the dese;tion 
og ou; g;iendsC the accusations og ou; ene.iesC thei; disdainC thei; 
ret;a-am” met us taOe this ru;den on ou; shoumde;s” go; khat is it in 
co.wa;ison kith the ru;denC khich is to re wut uwon Jesusx



Jesus is Laden with His Cross
MEvyg:gyc, R

m ler.thinP is read.T the ;ross is pnishedf the xojan soOdiers are 
arjedb kro;eed to CaOlar.b ?he juOtitude startsA ;hiOdren runf 

sinP and ;heerA the. wish to see how a jan suBers ;a!itaO !unishjentb 
?he ;hieS !riests and an;ients oS the !eo!Oe then SoOOowf ;on;eaOinP 
under a serious eUterior the se;ret Io. oS their souOsb D .ef who ;oler 
with the leiO oS the diline naje .our NOood. hatredf who IustiS.f under 
the !reteUt oS Wee!inP the Oaw and the !ro!hetsf .our iPnojinious 
relenPef what did Christ ;ojjit aPainst .ou3

9nd now ;ojes the ;rowd whi;h does not Wnow what the. dof 
the ;rowd whi;h was !aidf the ;rowd whi;h s!its u!on Christ and 
ejNra;es ’araNNasb Christf ?h. tije has ;ojef Po on* VoOdiers hoOd 
the ;ross ere;t NeSore !uttinP it on His diline shouOderA it is u!riPhtf 
its NOa;W shadow ;an Ne ;ontej!Oatedb VuddenO.f Jesusf as iS aroused 
Sroj a dee! thouPhtf sees itA His e.es Neajf His Oi!s sjiOef He o!ens 
His arjs to itf He a;;e!ts itf He taWes it u!on His shouOder and He 
Poes onb He Poes to CaOlar.f He Poes to deathb ?he ;rowd shouts 
;ontinuaOO.b 9Nole this shoutinP is heardf now and thenf the ;onSused 
and duOO noise oS the joN utterinP luOPar IoWesf aNIe;tO. ridi;uOinP 
Jesusb ?he. eaPerO. !ush Sorwardf IostOinP one another to Seast their 
e.es on the suBerinP Valiourb ?hese Jewsf aOwa.s read. to reloOt aPainst 
the xojan authorit.f these Jews trejNOinP at the rejejNran;e oS the 
Oaw and their SatherOandf these Jews so anUious to shaWe oB the xojan 



JmVFV “V L9”mG 4“?H H“V CxDVV 0=

.oWef these Jews so SuOO oS hate aPainst Caesarf now ;heer Caesar>s 
soOdiersf Ne;ause the. are to eUe;ute a Jew ;harPed with !rea;hinP 
reloOt aPainst Caesarb “n order to oNtain the NOood oS Christf the. hale 
suddenO. Ne;oje Caesar>s jost Oo.aO suNIe;ts*

Jesus !ro;eeds in siOen;e on His wa. ajid a shower oS Nase insuOts 
and outraPesb ’ut what a Oesson the Master is PilinP us* Let us taWe it 
nowb

???

VuBerinP is our ;rossb How do we a;t when it is u!on us3 4hen it is 
.et Sar oBf threateninP usf and elen OonP NeSore it rea;hes usf we are 
distressedA we anti;i!ate our sorrowf and thus add to its weiPhtb Dur 
ijaPinationf stra.inP awa.f su!!Oies us with SaOse !reteUts oS sorrowb 
How oSten hale we shed tears Sor eliOs whi;h neler rea;hed us* @ain 
and ;hiOdish tears* ”id Christ Sear the PiNNetf whiOe the eUe;utioners 
were SeOOinP the treef whiOe the. were jaWinP the ;rossf or when the. 
were NrinPinP it to !Oa;e it on His shouOder3 GoA His thouPhtsf ;aOj 
and resiPnedf were dweOOinP with Oole u!on the kroliden;e oS His 
Aatherb Let us not anti;i!ate or worr. aNout the Suturef is not the 
!resent heal. enouPh3 BVuC;ient Sor the da. is the eliO thereoSbD ?he 
Suture NeOonPs to EodA He aOone Wnows what it has in store Sor usb 
4hateler ha!!ensf ha!!ens Ne;ause Eod wiOOs or !erjits itb Let us 
rest in the arjs oS ”iline kroliden;ef !Oa;inP our heart u!on His 
heartf and Oet us draw ;Oose to Hijf BOiWe ;hi;Wens under the winPsD 
oS the henb Gow when the ;ross is oBered to Jesusf how POadO. He 
weO;ojes it* 9nd wef what do we do3 4e ;Oose our e.es so as not to 
see our ;rossf we turn our heads asidef we Fee Sroj itA Nut it SoOOows 
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usf it rea;hes usf and we stujNOe and SaOO under its weiPhtb Let us Ne 
stronPb VorrowSuO as OiSe ja. Nef Eod !ro!ortions suBerinP a;;ordinP 
to our strenPthb Let us not eUaPPerate our !ainf in order to eU;use our 
weaWnessb Let us OooW straiPht at the ;rossf as it stands ere;t NeSore usf 
rejejNerinP that eler.thinP here NeOowf elen sorrow and suBerinPf 

Oile Nut one da.b



Jesus Falls the First Time
MUndwgwdof c

, pHer the yei.ht Gb the ?rGssv Jesus LrG?eeHs Gp Sis yakR FrGm 
the mGmept yhepv at ;ethsemapev the sGlHiers leH xk JuHasA 

haH arresteH Simv apH eCep sip?e the Past -uLLerv Se haH tasteH 
peither bGGH pGr HripBR :estless apH ip mapk yaks tGrmepteHv Se 
haH sLept a terrixle pi.ht* Se haH upHer.Gpe the eEamipatiGp xebGre 
Ippasv xeep leH ayak tG OaiLhasv apH ip the mGrpip. tG Nilate* Nilate 
haH sept Sim tG SerGHR -ept xa?B tG Nilatev Se haH xeep mGst ?ruD
ellk s?Gur.eHv xu4eteHv apH ?rGypeH yith thGrpsR Fipallk yith xlGGH 
2Gyip. brGm Sis bair heaHv Se haH taBep uL the ?rGssR ‘ut Cerk sGGpv 
pGtyithstapHip. Sis ?Gura.ev Se xe?Gmes yeaBW Sis xreast heaCesv 
Sis beetv a lGp. time ?GptrGlleH xk Sis yillv strGp.er thap Sis sGrrGyv 
balter at last* Se tremxlesv Sis Bpees xepHv Se tGttersv Se balls tG the 
.rGupH yith the ?rGss uLGp SimR

Thep there is a stir ip the mGxW thek bear their Ci?tim yill es?aLe 
?ru?i!EiGpR -eeip.v hGyeCerv that Ohrist is still liCip.v thek beel relieCeH 
apH a.aip xe.ip tG Gutra.e SimR :Gu.hlk the sGlHiers raise Simv apHv 
HeCGiH Gb Litkv thek a.aip Lla?e the ?rGss Gp Sis shGulHer apH Lush 
Sim bGryarHR Jesusv yeaBv Lalev apH xleeHip. .Ges GpR

QQQ
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TG taBe uL Gur ?rGss Caliaptlkv tG a??eLt sGrrGy yhep ;GH G4ers us 
its xitter ?hali?ev is the Lart Gb a .reat sGulR @Tis the !rst steL tGyarH 
OalCarkv the yak all Ohristiap sGuls must .Gv Laipbul as it mak xeR 
The eE?itemept Gb the !rst hGurv the epthusiasm alyaks ipsLireH xk 
a .reat ?ausev the ?Gps?iGuspess Gb HGip. sGmethip. .reat apH pGxlev 
paturallk serCe as ip?eptiCes tG xe herGi? epGu.h tG a??eLt Gur trialsR It 
!rst .lap?ev there are bey humap hearts yhi?h are pGt reaHk tG xe?Gme 
martkrsR ‘ut there is sGmethip. mGre HiA?ult apH Laipbul thap a shGrt 
martkrHGm* apH that is a LrGtra?teH apH Lermapept sGrrGyR Bhep Gur 
trapsiept epthusiasm has CapisheHv yhep ye are ba?e tG ba?ev as it yerev 
yith Gur Lersistept ?rGssv hGy yeaB are ye pGtC TG su4er xut Gpe Hak 
Gr tyGv is epHuraxle* xut tG su4er bGr yeeBsv mGpthsv kearsv alyaks the 
same Laipv the same ap.uishv is tGG mu?h bGr Gur brail yill* ye sGGp 
ball eEhausteHR

DuestiGp that LGGr sGul yGupHeH apH ballepv apH she yill apsyer 
yith tearsW E@Tis tGG mu?h su4erip.* yhk HGes pGt ;GH let me Hie* kesv 
it yGulH xe xetter bGr me tG HieRF Mak ;GH LreCept me brGm rexuBip. 
apk Gpe Gp a??Gupt Gb this yeaBD pess Gb yillv sip?e Ohrist Simselb bell 
tG ep?Gura.e us* R R R R xut it yas peither the yill Gb the Masterv pGr 
Sis heart that .aCe yak* Sis xGHk alGpe xe?ame eEhausteHR Is bGr usv 
Gp the ?Gptrarkv xGth Gur xGHk apH Gur sGul ballv apH eCep Gur yillv 
Gur eper.k yeaBep apH .iCe yakR q mk =iCipe Masterv hGy yell ThGu 
upHerstapHest Gur LGGr heartsC ThGu BpGyest hGy yeaB ye are* ThGu 
BpGyest that Gur strep.th is Gplk as a trapsitGrk .limmer yhi?h shipes 
tGHak apH baHes tGmGrrGy* ?GpseGueptlkv ThGu HGest pGt yGpHer tG 
see us sG yeaBv apH Gur balls HG pGt turp Thee ayak brGm usR ThGu 
hast haH Litk Gp usv ThGu hast ballep liBe usR ‘utv Jesusv ThGu HiHst rise 
immeHiatelkC Is bGr usv HG ye rise a.aipA Ire ye tG remaip LrGstrate ip 
the Hustv yithGut trkip. tG rise apH start a.aipA qh humap sGulv arisev 
trk a.aipv taBe thk ?rGss as Ohrist tGGB his apH LrG?eeH Gp thk yakR




