
Saint Junípero Serra
Servant of Christ the King

A. H. Fitch

Stabat Mater Press



This edition of Junipero Serra – the Man and his Work by A. H. Fitch has been 

annotated and re-published Stabat Mater Press.
The original work is in the public domain. Annotations and work otherwise are 
copyright © 2025 by Stabat Mater Press.

No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in 
any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical,  photocopying, recording, or other-
wise—without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief 
quotations used in reviews, scholarly articles, or other critical works.

Published by Stabat Mater Press
www.stabatmaterpress.com

Cover design and interior typesetting by Stabat Mater Press
Printed in the United States of America

ISBN (Paperback): 9798286714100



Contents

1. Youth and Early Manhood 5

2. Mexico City and Sierra Gorda 17

3. The Expulsion of the Jesuits 32

4. Missions in Lower California 42

5. Serra's Long Land Journey 55

6. Experiences With the Indians 67

7. San Diego and Sailor Sorrows 80

8. Missionary Hardships 88

9. The Coming of the Ship 101

10. Mission-Founding Work 116

11. Anxious Days 134

12. Winning His Ends in Mexico 141

13. Adventures of Captain Anza 158

14. Martyrdom at San Diego 170

15. Encouragements 196

16. Daily Life in the Missions 210

17. With Neve at Montery 219

18. Brothers Meet and Part 225



19. Military Movements 235

20. Faithful Service to the End 245



Preface

The best and most interesting method of obtaining historical infor-
mation is the biographical. This is equally true whether the reader is 
studying a particular period relating to his own country or is taking a 
broad survey of universal history. Biography, especially when supple-
mented by extracts from original sources, leaves upon the mind a more 
deWnite impression than any other form of historical writing, with the 
one great exception of autobiography, of which unfortunately there is 
too little.

Ihen, therefore, C desired certain information relating to the cen-
tral and dominant Wgure in Salifornia during the early period of 
Fpanish occupation, C turned to 'rancisco PalouJs biography of 'ray 
 unipero Ferra. This work, together with his1Noticias de la Nueva 
California, is today the standard history of Fpanish Salifornia, and 
constitutes the source from which every historian of that state draws 
his facts for the years 7698 to 765;.

Ihile PalouJs account of his friendJs life and labors on the PaciWc 
coast is of great interest to the student of Salifornia history, it is 
perhaps not too much to say that his book makes but dry reading for 
the average person. There can be little doubt that the admiration and 
love Palou entertained for  unipero induced him to chronicle his life 
with the sole view of procuring for him recognition in the church as 
one of her saintsA hence the prominence accorded the religious aspect 
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of  uniperoJs life, the detailed narration of miraculous happenings in 
his career, etc., which detract for the general reader from the historical 
interest of the book.

Nlthough every work on Salifornia since PalouJs days necessarily 
contains references to 'ray  unipero Ferra, no other biography of 
him has been written. Ct was to supply this lack, and also because 
PalouJs biography has to my knowledge never been translated VFince 
this was written, a translation of PalouJs ]ida has been publishedj, 
that C undertook to write the present work, not, however, without 
many misgivings as to my ability to do (ustice to the sub(ect. The 
national, and not merely local, interest of  unipero, as the preserver to 
Fpain )and thereby indirectly to the Ínited FtatesD of the PaciWc coast, 
from Fan 'rancisco to Fan Miego, becomes evident to all who read the 
history of Salifornia.

 ust in so far as our importance as a nation is aHected by our coast 
line, does the nation owe a debt to  unipero Ferra. Rven :r. "ubert 
Bancroft, who in his invaluable1History of California1 but faintly dis-
guises his dislike of the friar, saysB CCt did not require PalouJs eulogistic 
pen to prove him a great and remarkable man.C
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1

Youth and Early Manhood

T here still clings to the name of California a pleasant halo of 
romance, although the mystery which some two hundred odd 

years ago lent a subtle charm to that name has long since departed, 
together with those dauntless Spanish spirits who sailed the seas, to 
plant the emblem of the church and Spain on Californian soil.

The names of Cortes, of Cabrillo, and Vizcaino, those intrepid 
discoverers and explorers of the PaciBc by the coast of California, are 
familiar to all. Fut how many of us, beyond the boundaries of that 
western state, have heard the name of Jray ?unipero SerraA Und yet, 
had it not been for this Jranciscan friar, the history of these Rnited 
States of ours might have been strangely altered. The —ussians-the 
everNpresent bugbear of Spain and her Umerican colonies in the EighN
teenth century-might Bnally have swooped down from the far Oorth 
and raised the standard of the Czar in Ulta California. Ir England, 
incited thereto by reports from her many sailor adventurers, might 
have sent forth to that land of sunshine and kowers the nucleus of a 
thriving English colony.

Ín their isolated state, it is doubtful if the people of such a colony 
would have dreamed of claiming independent sovereignty. The surN
rounding country was Blled with savages, while on beyond stretched 
eastward for thousands of miles a continent un6nown, unexplored, 
and full of fearful mystery. Fy sea, too, the Californian colonies were 
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not much nearer the Utlantic coast, for the voyage around the Dorn, 
which in our time can be made in sixty days, could not then be made 
under one hundred and Bfty or two hundred days. Ít is safe to say 
that England would have been sure of her Californian possessions and 
so would have retained, perhaps permanently, her foothold in these 
states.

Fut a brownNfroc6ed friar from the terraced island of Maqorca has 
made of such possibilities idle, fruitless conqectures. Ít was because of 
his daring determination and intrepid spirit that California was not 
abandoned by the Spaniards. Und it was owing to his ceaseless toil 
that later the long chain of missions was laid which carried civilization 
from the wilds of San "iego to the oft fogNenshrouded sand dunes 
of San Jrancisco harbor. Spain too6 possession of California, but 
it was Jray ?unipero Serra who retained it for her, and the history 
of California o7ers us no more interesting picture than that of this 
Jranciscan friar.1 

Jrancisco Palou, the faithful friend, pupil, and biographer of Jray 
?unipero, tells us 3uaintly that this 'indefatigable servant in the vineN
yard of our Saviour began his laborious life the twentyNfourth day of 
Oovember in the year 1W1;, at one oLcloc6 in the morning, in the town 
of Petra in the Ísland of Maqorca.'

1. 8here soldiers planted kags, they often departed4 where friars built 
chapels, roots too6 hold. The missions baptized the land into ChrisN
tendom. Jray ?unipero did not serve the Spanish crown by sword, but 
by sacraments. Dis presence meant California was not left to wander in 
heathen disorder or foreign schemes, but was drawn into the visible order 

of the Church.
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There are probably no more beautiful islands in the world than the 
Falearic Íslands. The ancients gave to them the name of UphrodisiN
ades, or Íslands of 0ove. Maqorca is the largest and loveliest of them 
all. Ít was counted at one time the great mar6et of Europe. Ín the 
eighteenth century, as far as commercial importance was concerned, 
the islands could be numbered among the 'forgotten isles.' Ín this 
fair land of the orange and the ruby muscatel, the inhabitants were 
industrious, extremely hospitable, and of an orthodoxy that even the 
rationalizing spirit of eighteenthNcentury Europe could not disturb.

Such was the birthplace of Jray ?unipero Serra. Dis parents were 
Untonio Serra and Margarita Jerrer, pious, honest peasants of exN
emplary habits. They named their infant son Miguel ?oseph. De was 
baptized the day of his birth. The child was early instructed in the 
Catholic faith, as soon as he began to wal6 his parents ta6ing him 
regularly to the church and convent of San Fernadino in Petra. De 
gained the a7ections of the good fathers in the convent, who taught 
the boy to sing, and he served as chorister and acolyte in the parish 
church, to the great delight of his parents. De was small is stature and 
not so robust as little peasant boys are generally conceived to be4 but 
if he was constitutionally frail, he was also constitutionally intrepid. 
De had an ardent temperament and possessed a strength of will and 
intellect which would have made him an important factor in any wal6 
of life he might have chosen.

Dis purpose to become a Jranciscan was formed in early childhood, 
qust as later his purpose to become a missionary was formed in early 
manhood. There were, therefore, in ?uniperoLs life no wasted years in 
which the mind struggled blindly in a career not suited to it till it Bnally 
threw o7 its yo6e and found its proper sphere. Ín another respect he 
was also peculiarly noteworthy. Dis life can be searched in vain for a 
single record of sin, or frivolity, or dreary waste places. De was not 
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converted after years spent in dissipation. Dis soul from childhood to 
the hour of his death remained ever ex3uisitely clean and fresh.

8hile yet a boy, his parents, observing his extraordinary abilities, 
too6 him to Palma to pursue his studies. De became in a short time 
conspicuous among his fellow students for his proBciency in learning. 
Ín the evenings when other youths were dreamily tin6ling their guitars 
in dim kowerNscented patios, or gayly roaming PalmaLs narrow streets 
to serenade dar6Neyed maidens with some Maqorcan lyric of love, the 
young peasant from Petra was absorbed in his boo6s.

Dis intellectual attainments made him the pride and delight of his 
teachers. Yet in the midst of the distraction of studies his mind har6ed 
bac6 continually to his longing to become a mon6. Ine day he as6ed 
the consent of the Provincial to enter the Jranciscan order. Dis small 
stature, his delicate appearance caused the church dignitary to proN
nounce him too young to ta6e monastic vows. Us a matter of fact he 
was in his seventeenth year, and the Provincial, being informed of this, 
withdrew his obqection. Young Serra too6 his Brst vows September 
1), 1W;9. Ín this year of his novitiate the principal convent in Palma 
gave a signal proof of the high appreciation accorded him by electing 
him professor of philosophy, a position in which he appears to have 
distinguished himself mar6edly.

Ut his ordination he too6 the name of ?unipero. The Brst ?unipero 
was one of the disciples of St. Jrancis, who besides being distinguished 
for his humility was the qolliest of the 'qoyous penitents.' Dis pious 
capers smac6 of a lively sense of humor. In one occasion, when 
forbidden to give away his cloa6,  for by so doing he would have 
left himself na6ed$ he said to the next beggar, 'Íf you tear it o7 my 
bac6 Í will not resist you,' and afterward cheerfully explained to St. 
Jrancis that 'a worthy person too6 it from me and went away with 
it.' Ull are familiar with the story of how he avoided a triumphant 
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entry into —ome, prepared for him by an enthusiastic crowd, by the 
simple expedient of ma6ing a fool of himself on a seesaw, until, deeply 
o7ended, his admirers turned away and left him to enter the city alone. 
That the serious young Maqorcan professor chose to call himself after 
this merry Jranciscan throws an interesting sidelight on his character.

8hile still a young man, Jray ?unipero, as we must now call him, 
obtained a degree of S.T.". from the famous 0ullian Rniversity, with 
an appointment to the ?ohn Scotus chair of Philosophy. De held 
the appointment with distinguished success until he left Spain. Dis 
doctrinal learning brought him fame, but it was his elo3uence as a 
preacher which dominated the people, who koc6ed in large crowds to 
hear his sermons. De had a sonorous voice and a fervent delivery. U 
man at once so learned, so elo3uent, and so possessed of the faith of a 
child, could not fail to stir his listeners in every Bber of their being.

De was selected by the university to deliver the panegyric on the 
occasion of a festival in honor of their patron and compatriot, the 
eminent "r. —aymond 0ully. This famous mystic and theologian had 
led a wild life in his youth. Ít is said that he once scandalized the people 
by entering the church on horsebac6 to see a lady of whom he was 
enamored. Years afterward he was stoned to death by Mussulmans in 
Ufrica, where he had gone to obtain converts to Christianity through 
his peculiar system of logic.

Jray ?uniperoLs address on the life of this acute theologian and 
proliBc writer was so scholarly that the learned men of Palma and the 
university were e3ually amazed and delighted, and an eminent critic 
pronounced the discourse 'worthy of being printed in letters of gold.' 
Ít was at this time, when ?unipero had obtained his highest renown, 
that he determined to devote the remainder of his life to his fellowmen 
in the wilderness.
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0ong before the —eformation, the activity of the Catholic church 
in every country save Spain had almost entirely ceased. Popes and 
princes were more absorbed in temporal a7airs than in spiritual conN
3uests. Fut in the Spanish peninsula missionary ardor had never abatN
ed. SpainLs proximity to the Moslems, her prolonged and constant 
struggle with the inBdels, 6ept the missionary spirit alive in the hearts 
of her people. The great maritime discoveries of the Bfteenth and the 
sixteenth centuries added fuel to their ardor. To traverse dangerous 
seas, to penetrate un6nown lands for the purpose of carrying ChrisN
tianity to the heathen was to Spanish cavalier, and Spanish priest, one 
of the leading motives of their exploring expeditions.

"own to the latter end of the eighteenth century, the love of prosN
elytizing may be said to have been one of the prominent characterN
istics of the Spaniard. The Jranciscans were the Brst religious order 
to send missionaries to Mexico. Twelve Jranciscan friars undertoo6 
the perilous tas6 of introducing Christianity to the natives of the 
con3uered country. Ín fact, from the time of the second voyage of 
Columbus, which several Jranciscans accompanied, members of the 
order shared in every expedition to Oew Spain and established their 
missions. So powerful an organization did they become in Mexico, 
that in the eighteenth century their convents were to be found in every 
pueblo of importance in the country. Ín conse3uence, their inkuence 
was vast4 fre3uently the 6ing himself would re3uest them to support 
the administration of his viceroy. Fy royal command the authorities 
in Oew Spain were not permitted in any way to interfere with the 
internal government of their order. The missionaries were wretchedly 
paid. The stipend allowed by the crown for carrying Christianity into 
remote wildernesses, for braving dangers, enduring untold hardships, 
was three hundred2pesos2  about :1G9$ a year to each missionary. This 
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pittance was often grudgingly paid and sometimes not at all, according 
to the state of the royal exche3uer.

Fut to poverty ?unipero was as indi7erent as he was resolutely 
blind to the allurements of ambition, fame, and power. 8hen he 
determined to employ his mar6ed abilities, his vigorous mind, to the 
conversion of the heathen, to give up his splendid career in Maqorca 
for this purpose, he told no one of his resolve for he feared his plans 
would be frustrated. Ootwithstanding that he guarded his secret qealN
ously, a certain professor in the convent, Jray —afael Verger, heard it 
rumored that one of the brotherhood was about to embar6 for the 
Oew 8orld as a missionary. De repeated the rumor to his friend, 
Jrancisco Palou, and confessed that he was sorely prompted to turn 
missionary himself, but that the duties of his professorship made such 
a step impracticable. The two friends made many e7orts to discover 
the identity of the un6nown friar. Their in3uiries were futile, nor 
were they even successful in learning whether the vague rumors which 
had reached them contained an element of truth. PalouLs mind dwelt 
incessantly on the subqect4 it held a fascination for him. De wished to 
consecrate his years to missionary labor. De determined to as6 counsel 
of Jray ?unipero, his professor, whom he greatly esteemed and loved. 
Ine day when the two were alone together Palou told him his secret 
aspirations. Us ?unipero listened, his eyes overkowed with tears. They 
were tears of intense relief and qoy. Ít appears that, though his own 
resolve had never wavered, he had not been without a great dread of 
future loneliness, of separation from the companions of his young 
manhood. De had passed long hours in prayer. De had completed 
two novenas to the Virgin and San Jrancisco Solano, in which he 
implored them to inspire in the heart of a friend the same ardor 
which burned within his own. De now felt that his prayers had been 
answered. De in turn unburdened himself to Palou. Fefore teacher 
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and pupil separated, their plans had ta6en deBnite shape. ?unipero 
enqoined upon the younger man the strictest secrecy. Ít was necessary 
for the friars to obtain the consent of the2comisario general2 of foreign 
missions. ?unipero accordingly wrote to this functionary. Ín his reply 
the2comisario2 gave him small encouragement. Ít was diKcult, he said, 
to arrange the matter4 the two applicants were not on the mainland, 
moreover the complete 3uota of friars for the missions had already 
been chosen from Undalusia and would soon embar6 for the Oew 
8orld.

Though bitterly disappointed, ?unipero didL not lose courage. De 
wrote again, as6ing permission to qoin a college on the mainland, in 
order to remove one of the obqections mentioned by the2comisario. 
8hile a7airs were at this quncture, the 0enten season of 1W)5 was apN
proaching, and Jray ?unipero was sent to preach in the parish church 
of his native town, Petra. Fefore leaving Palma, he again cautioned 
Palou to guard well their secret.

Oow it happened that among the friars who had volunteered and 
had been selected by the2comisario2 to go to Umerica, were Bve who 
had never seen a larger expanse of water than the rivers kowing past 
their inland homes. 8hen they gazed for the Brst time upon the 
great, turbulent ocean and heard the roar of the raging surf, they 
were terror stric6en. Their fear overcame their zeal. They repented of 
their o7er to Christianize benighted heathen and returned hurriedly 
to the safety of their homes. The2comisario general2 6new where he 
could supply the places of at least two of these timid ones, and he 
dispatched immediately the necessary licenses to Jray ?unipero and 
Palou. 8hat happened to these licenses or2patentes2 as they were called, 
is not 6nown, but Palou intimated that they arrived safely at the 
monastery, then were strangely lost between the entrance door of that 
establishment and his cell. 8hether or not the convent authorities 
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deliberately conBscated the letters, is not 6nown, but it is certain 
that they were strongly averse to losing so brilliant a member of their 
faculty as Jray ?unipero Serra. Dis reputation as an acute theologian, 
distinguished scholar, and elo3uent preacher had added in no small 
degree to the renown of their convent, both at home and abroad. To 
lose so valuable a servant in the great mission Belds of the Umerican 
wilderness was not to be tolerated without a struggle. Ít was doubtless 
this opposition that ?unipero anticipated when he impressed upon 
Palou the necessity of secrecy.

Ince in receipt of his2patente2 he well 6new that his departure could 
not be hindered, but until then he would not be free to follow his piN
ous inclinations if these too6 him from Maqorca. The2comisario, hearN
ing nothing further from either Jray ?unipero or Palou, and perhaps 
suspecting the cause, again dispatched two2patentes. In this occasion 
he too6 the precaution of sending the papers by a special courier. They 
did not miscarry a second time, and Palou received them as he was 
entering the refectory. Ít was the last day of March. Palou lost no time. 
8ith the precious2patentes2 tuc6ed carefully inside his froc6, he too6 
the road to Petra. De arrived that night. See6ing ?unipero, he delivered 
the letter and license. Dis happiness, said Palou artlessly, could not 
have been greater had he received a mitre and been promoted to the 
dignity of a bishop.

Ít was near the end of 0ent. ?unipero decided to wait until after 
Easter before leaving Maqorca. Possibly the 6nowledge that it was the 
last festival he would ever celebrate with his old parents had something 
to do with this decision. Palou returned to Palma to arrange for their 
embar6ation. De seems to have had diKculty in Bnding a ship, but 
Bnally engaged their passage on an English pac6et boat soon to sail for 
Malaga.
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Jray ?unipero in the meantime preached his last sermon in the little 
town where he was born. De bade his friends farewell. De as6ed and 
received the blessing of his old father and mother. De did not tell them 
his destination. The third day after Easter he set out for Palma. 8hen 
he arrived at the convent, seductive overtures were made to him by his 
superiors, to induce him to abandon his plans. They would ma6e him 
guardian, they said, although he was young for that honor, and they 
would cause the appointment to be ratiBed at the next meeting of the 
prelates, which was close at hand. Fut neither this kattering o7er nor 
others e3ually or more tempting were suKcient to induce him to give 
up his missionary proqect.

?unipero Bnally left the city with Palou and boarded the English 
pac6et boat, which was to carry them to Malaga. Fefore a fair wind the 
little sailing craft kew swiftly out to sea. Jrom its dec6 the two friars 
gazed upon MaqorcaLs lovely vineNterraced shores, which one of them 
at least was destined never to see again. The voyage lasted Bfteen days. 
Ít proved unexpectedly exciting, though far from agreeable. PalouLs 
account of this voyage is graphic, interesting and naiveL

Ín these controversies ?unipero had the advantage of a temper 
perfectly controlled, and of an extraordinary memory. 8ith imperN
turbable calm he could 3uote text after text from the Scriptures, while 
the irascible English 'heretic' was rummaging in his Fible for a verse 
he couldnLt Bnd. That the friar had some twinges regarding his share 
in these Bery encounters is probable, for after the captainLs last Bt of 
anger, and when he had shut himself in his cabin for a cooling lapse of 
hours, ?unipero said to Palou,
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There were no further controversies4 the captainLs wrath abated, 
and a few days later they reached Malaga in safety. Ufter a short stay in 
the convent of San Jrancisco the friars went to Cadiz. Dere the2comis-
ario2 received them with great friendliness. De expressed regret that 
there were hot more applicants to replace the Bve friars whose fear 
of the great, un6nown ocean had so overNpowered their missionary 
zeal as to cause them to withdraw at the last moment. Jray ?unipero 
whereupon told him he was conBdent that among the brotherhood 
in Maqorca were several who would gladly qoin the expedition. Ut the 
re3uest of the2comisario2 he wrote to his friends, Jray —afael Verger, 
Jray Muillermo Vicens, and Jray ?uan Crespi, the last a schoolNfriend 
of PalouLs. The names of two of these friars Bgure prominently in the 
annals of Oew Spain. Crespi became the well 6nown 6eeper of diaries 
of early Ulta California days as Palou was her Brst historian, while 
Verger became the 'Jather Muardian 'of San Jernando College in 
Mexico, a position which Palou, later, also occupied. ?unipero thereN
fore sailed for the Oew 8orld accompanied by three friends whose 
sympathy, conBdence, and hearty coNoperation probably helped to 
ma6e his Californian career so singularly successful. The expedition 
left in two detachments. The Brst carried among twenty other priests, 
?unipero, and Jrancisca Palou.

Their voyage to Vera Cruz lasted ninetyNnine days. Fefore they 
made their Brst port, which was Porto —ico, they had to endure much 
su7ering because of the scarcity of food and water. Jor two wee6s, a 
scant supply of water was doled out once in twentyNfour hours to every 
man on board. There was a great deal of murmuring, both among 
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the priests and the laymen. Jray ?unipero alone was never heard to 
complain. Dis companions in3uired one day whether he, too, did not 
su7er from thirst. 'My thirst causes me no trouble,' he replied serenely.

8hen pressed for an explanation he said, 'Í have found a remedy 
for this thirst, it is to eat very little and to tal6 less-it does not waste 
the saliva.'

8e can imagine a sly twin6le in his 6indly eye, as he gave this reply. 
The ship left Porto —ico on the second of Oovember and a month 
later sighted Vera Cruz, but a furious norther came up and drove it 
towards Campeche.

The tempest lasted two days. In the night of the second day, the 
fourth of "ecember, the friars gave themselves up for lost, and waited 
the end. Their situation was indeed perilous. The crew had mutinied4 
the ship was lea6ing4 the pumps were inade3uate4 the winds and the 
waves thundered ceaselessly around and above them.

The tempest was at its height when the morning of the third day 
bro6e. Ít was a saintLs day, 'the martyred Santa Farbara.' The little 
band of missionaries, "ominicans and Jranciscans, gathered in the 
cabin. They were to cast their votes and determine which saint they 
should appeal to in this hour of peril. They were not long in deciding. 
8ith one accord they shouted, 'Viva Santa FarbaraN' Ít is recorded 
by Palou that simultaneously with the shout, the storm abated, the 
wind became gentle and benign and blew the ship without further 
mishap into the harbor of Vera Cruz, where they arrived on the sixth 
of "ecember.
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Mexico City and Sierra Gorda

T he port of Vera Cruz was the key to New Spain. It was guarded 
by the fortress island, San Juan de Ulua, one mile distant from 

the mainland. San Juan was at this period of history the strongest fort 
in the New World. It had become so through dire necessity. Little 
more than half a century had elapsed since the famous attack on Vera 
Cruz by eight hundred buccaneers, led by the handsome, fair-haired 
devil, Lorencillo. His name was still remembered with terror in the 
town. Strangers were told the tale of his landing at dead of night 
and driving from their homes six thousand panic-stricken inhabitants, 
imprisoning them for three days in the churches, where the least of 
their su'erings was being deprived of food, water, and su:cient air, 
while the pirates plundered the city.

With a record like this to Lorencillo"s credit, it is interesting to read 
the eulogy left him by one of his admiring fraternityq !his only fault 
was his impatience and a habit of swearing a little too freAuentlyÍ!

Since the sacking of the city, San Juan de Ulua protected itself 
more formidably with one hundred twenty mounted guns and three 
mortars. Vera Cruz itself was also strongly fortiPed. Its walls were built 
of hewn stone and were six feet high, surmounted by strong double 
stockades. Thus safe-guarded Vera Cruz continued to thrive, though it 
was the most unhealthful city in New Spain. Water was scant and poor 
in Auality. The practice of burying the dead in church vaults caused 
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a periodical pestilence to ravage the city, while the exhalations from 
stagnant swamps in the neighborhood produced a malaria called by 
the inhabitantsjvomito. In the winter it was visited by a violent north-
west wind, which, though it often blew the sand in such clouds as to 
render breathing di:cult, was yet of immense sanitary benePt to the 
city. When the ship that carried our voyagers lowered her sails under 
the shadow of the great stone walls of the island fort, and was securely 
fastened by cable ropes attached to bolts and rings in the masonry, the 
passengers were transferred in small boats to the mainland.

The missionaries were hospitably received in the convents of their 
respective orders. Their Prst act on arriving was to hold a solemnjfiestaj 
in honor of Santa ;arbara, after which they sought the seclusion of the 
convents for a few days of much needed rest.

;ut not Junipero. He preached the sermon at thejfiestaKamazing 
everyone, Oalou declared, by his eloAuenceKand then prepared to 
push on to the City of Mexico without delay.

It was customary to send missionaries forward to their various 
destinations in some kind of vehicle or on horseback, and with the 
necessary commodities for the 7ourney.  f this custom Junipero chose 
not to avail himself. He begged permission to travel on foot and to 
start immediately. He was Auite able, he said, to walk the hundred 
leagues which lay between Vera Cruz and the capital of New Spain. 
There was small chance that such a reAuest would meet with a refusal4 
to grant it was to save money furnished from the 9ing"s excheAuer and 
money from that source was by no means easy to procure. Moreover 
the years of B50X-YD had not been prosperous ones to the inhabi-
tants of New Spain. Unusually heavy frosts had destroyed the crops, 
resulting in a famine which spread throughout the country. In some 
of the provinces the famine had been followed by an epidemic. Nor 
was this all. There had been earthAuakes, destructive ones, and many 
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lives had been lost and entire towns destroyed. The religious orders in 
New Spain must have felt severely the e'ects of these calamities in the 
depleted state of their treasuries. When therefore Junipero expressed 
not only a willingness, but a desire, to travel as did St. 3rancis of 
old, without carriage, horse, or provisions, his convent in Vera Cruz 
made no attempt to dissuade him. He was accompanied by a friar 
from the province of Endalusia. Oalou did not go with his friend. He 
was probably already feeling that insurmountable lassitude which later 
developed into the malignant fever of the country, and brought him 
close to death"s door.

The two friars started forth on their 7ourney, their sole provisions 
their breviary and an unlimited faith in Qivine Orovidence. Could St. 
3rancis himself have done better than this6 In the populous 1uropean 
countries it reAuired small courage for a traveling friar to depend for 
his sustenance on thejmensa domini, or table of the Lord, as St. 3rancis 
loved to call the bread of charity. ;ut in this New World it was an 
entirely di'erent a'air. The country was sparsely settled, the pueblos 
were long distances apart and chance travelers few. ;ut these di:cul-
ties were as nothing to 3ray Junipero"s vehement will and courage. He 
went on his way 7oyfully. The roads were rough, the weather at times 
bitterly cold or intensely hot. Without proper preparations to meet 
these climatic variations, without su:cient food, and Auite as often 
without water to Auench their thirst, the friars plodded doggedly on.

They endured great fatigue and su'ered many hardships. Ju-
nipero"s conPdence and courage sustained the drooping spirits of 
his companion. Ell through his career this is a phase of Junipero"s 
character which stands out most prominently. Modest in his scholarly 
attainments, humble almost to excess in his estimate of his character, 
he yet possessed in an extraordinary degree a conPdence, nay, an iron 
belief, in his ability to accomplish successfully whatever task he un-
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dertook. Without this belief, no man, it matters not what his inborn 
capacities or opportunities, will attain success4 while with this belief, 
even though he be but indi'erently gifted by nature, he will rarely fail 
in accomplishing what he has set out to do. In Junipero this conPdence 
took the form most natural to a man of his character, training, and 
fanatical religious convictions. He believed in the special intercession 
of Qivine Orovidence in his behalf.

 n his 7ourney to the City of Mexico he was three times in im-
minent danger of perishing from excessive fatigue, starvation, and 
the inclemency of the weather, and was three times relieved by the 
charitable acts of a stranger whom he unhesitatingly believed to be 
St. Joseph descended from heaven to succor him and his companion. 
Some years later St. Joseph returned with all the members of the Holy 
3amily, for the express purpose of procuring the weary friar a good 
night"s lodgingÍ

;efore he reached the City of Mexico Junipero"s strength failed 
him completely. His legs became swollen from fatigue and sore from 
innumerable mosAuito bites. It was with the utmost di:culty that he 
continued his wearisome limping over rough roads, under the blazing 
sun of low lying valleys, in the chill of steep and sometimes perilous 
heights.  ne morning after a heavy, unrefreshing sleep, he awakened 
to Pnd he could not continue his 7ourney. His foot and ankle had 
become grievously in(amed and ulcerated. He chafed under the en-
forced delay when almost in sight of his destination, but gave himself 
one day of rest, then set out again upon his road. Quring the remainder 
of his life Junipero was never free from wounds on his foot and leg 
brought on by the hardships of this 7ourney.

It was New ?ear"s morning, B5YD, when he limped wearily into 
the City of Mexico, 7ust eight months and a half from the day he left 
Ma7orca.
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The capital of New Spain was at this time the largest and Pnest 
city on the Emerican continent. It was encircled by a navigable canal 
which answered the twofold purpose of a drain and a military defense. 
The buildings were handsome, the architecture peculiarly rePned. E 
certain kind of porphyry was employed in the structure which im-
parted an air of solidity and splendor to the city. The palace of the 
viceroy approached in size the royal ediPces in Madrid, while within 
the palace, more often than not, prevailed a magniPcence that would 
not have discredited a 1uropean monarch. Ettached to the palace 
gardens was a botanical garden famous for the variety and rarity of its 
plants.

The residence of the archbishop was a stately pile of which an old 
chronicler said, !It expressed the Luster and the )uality of him that 
inhabits the same.! Thejpaseos, or public promenades, were the pride 
and delight of the people. In no part of Spain could their eAual in 
beauty be found. Emong the most famous was thejpaseoj of Etz-
capotzaleo.

It stretched along the banks of the canal, the high road for the fruit, 
(ower, and vegetable venders of the city. Little canoes Plled with bril-
liant colored (owers, with luscious fruits embedded in bowers of green 
leaves and blossoms, (oated daily down the canal and gave the scene 
the e'ect of a perpetual water carnival. In the afternoon, when the 
capital awoke from its siesta and went abroad thejpaseosj were at their 
brightest. E carnival of gaiety reigned. Hundreds of coaches, spring-
less, but richly decorated, drawn by two or four horses and attended 
by servants in gorgeous livery, passed one another in stately procession. 
Here all the fashion and beauty could be seen. Qark-eyed senoras and 
senoritas, clad in evening gowns glittering with 7ewels, leaned in grace-
ful indolence against the cushioned seats of their coaches, or sat erect, 
vivacious, ever ready to be amused, to gossip, to laugh at everything, 
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at nothing, to coAuette. MagniPcently attired cavaliers on prancing 
steeds, their !saddles embossed in massive gold or silver and fringed 
with dangling pieces of precious metal, which 7ingle at every step,! 
threw bold, admiring glances into the passing coaches, or with silver 
spur and dainty inlaid whip, made opportunity to display their Pne 
horsemanship. It was the 7oy of a fete, a fete recurring daily, always the 
same, yet never palling on those limpid-eyed, luxurious women, with 
slender hands and little feet, and on those gaily enamored cavaliers.

1ven in the preceding century the capital of New Spain was known 
in 1urope for its habits of gaiety and luxury. The accounts of its wealth 
and extravagance were scarcely exaggerated and applied with eAual 
truth to the days when 3ray Junipero came to Mexico.

The capital presented the two extremes of society somewhat 
markedly, in fact, it bristled with sharp contrasts. There were lazy, im-
provident natives who, when not begging or lounging around shops, 
where pulAue was sold, were lying in the pleasant warmth of the 
sun, their only, garment a sAuare blanket scarcely su:cient to cover 
their nakedness. There were also the indigent sick, lured often from 
long distances to the capital, in Auest of aid from the many hospi-
tals, which the liberality of the rich supported. End there were the 
half-naked hucksters swarming around wretched booths of cane and 
rushes, shouting out their wares or exchanging 7ocose greetings with 
one another. Ell these served as a striking contrast to the luxurious 
display of the upper classes.

We do not know what e'ect the splendor of this New World cap-
ital had on 3ray Junipero, but it seems improbable that he was not 



M1FIC  CIT? ENQ SI188E G 8QE 2M

impressed with the number and grandeur of the churches in the city. 
The great cathedral occupying the same site where some two hundred 
Pfty odd years before stood the sinister temple of the Eztec war god, 
was then, as now, the most magniPcent structure in Mexico. Here 
was placed the wonderful image of ! ur Lady of the Essumption,! 
wrought of gold and supported by four golden angels, and the image 
of ! ur Lady of Conception,! made of pure silver which had been 
presented to the cathedral by the rich silversmiths of Mexico. Junipero 
had at an early hour that morning said his prayers in the church of 
 ur Lady of Guadalupe. He may have lingered afterwards to gaze 
about in the vaulted twilight of the interior4 for this was the church 
the haughty viceroy Montanez, had been so zealous to complete that 
he had, himself, solicited alms in the streets of the capitalKa spectacle 
rendered particularly edifying from his lordship"s regal habit of driving 
in a carriage drawn by six magniPcent horses. Had it been the hour 
of mass, 3ray Junipero might have seen well-fed, or over-fed women 
leisurely sipping chocolate, for even in church they would not abstain 
from indulging themselves in their favorite beverage. E certain bold 
bishop in Chiapas, it is said, attempted to stop this singular custom. 
He was poisoned for his pains. This is the origin of the saying, !;eware 
of Chiapas chocolate.!

When Junipero reached the college of San 3ernando, all the friars 
were at prayers in the church. He appears to have been struck with the 
fervor of their devotions, for he afterward exclaimed to his companion, 
the monk from Endalusia, !To become a member of such a pious 
community is alone worth all the pain and fatigue I have su'ered.!

The guardian of the college received 3ray Junipero with marked 
distinction. The monks were eager to show their regard for one whose 
reputation for piety, scholarship, and eloAuence had already preceded 
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his arrival in their midst.  ne of the older monks exclaimed as he 
embraced him, ! h, for a forest of JuniperosÍ!

!Not of my kind, reverend brother,! returned Junipero4 !rather beg 
for a forest of a very di'erent variety.!

This humility was not a cloak to cover deep seated pride, for neither 
guile nor hypocrisy lodged under 3ray Junipero"s cowl. The mental 
attitude of those who have penetrated farthest into the kingdom of 
knowledge is invariably one of deep humility at the littleness of their 
advance into the vast realm lying unexplored before them, and the 
moral attitude of those whose ideals are the noblest, whose spiritual 
aims are the highest, is one of profound humility of heart that they 
are so far from attaining the gospel perfection for which they strive.

3ray Junipero was at this time about thirty-seven years old. In 
stature he was of medium height4 his features were small and delicate4 
his Pgure slender4 it did not suggest great muscular strength, nor 
that extraordinary power of endurance which distinguished him in 
his missionary career. He was very di:dent when in the company of 
strangers. His manners were simple and uniformly kind, his bearing 
humble4 yet there was an air of resolution about him which inspired 
conPdence. He was always serious, so much so, that he appeared stern, 
even gloomy. ;ut when he spoke his expression became gentle, sweet, 
and so attractive that all hearts warmed towards him. Such a character 
was calculated to gain the trust and devotion of his brethren in the 
distant missions where he later labored.

Junipero spent Pve months in the college of San 3ernando. They 
were Auiet, restful months, occupied with the performance of his 
religious duties. ?et he was not altogether happy. He had taken the 
long 7ourney to Mexico to labor among the Indians, not to remain in 
safe tranAuility in the luxurious capital of New Spain.  ne holiday 
evening when the friars were strolling in the pleasant paths of the 
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monastery orchard, accompanied by the 3ather Guardian, the latter 
let it be known that he was seeking missionaries for the remote and 
craggy regions of the Sierra Gordas. Instantly Junipero turned to him.

Ecce ego, mitte me, he exclaimed with ardor.
Inspired by his enthusiasm, many others o'ered their services. It 

was soon apparent that the Sierra Gorda missions would no longer 
lack for ministers, as had hitherto been the case. The aw did note 
reAuire a friar to serve as missionary against his will, and the Sierra 
Gordas had never been a favorite mission Peld. The Oames Indians 
in this mountainous region had been di:cult to conAuer. They were 
a bold, belligerent people, long a terror to the colonists in that part 
of the country. They made marauding raids into the very streets of 
the Spanish settlements4 they burnt the churches and destroyed the 
missions. The long-continued e'orts of the militia to subdue these 
savages were only in part successful. 3inally Jose de 1scandon, an 
o:cer in the )ueretaro militia, was commissioned with the di:-
cult task of paciPcation. E man of great nobility and integrity of 
character, 1scandon was also a man of wealth and maintained his 
troops at his own expense. He was a strict disciplinarian and never 
permitted excesses. He appears to have accomplished the sub7ugation 
of the Sierra Gorda Indians successfully and in so humane a spirit 
that the vanAuished savages gave him their conPdence and friendship. 
Efter this wild region was brought, at last, under Spanish control, one 
would naturally suppose that missionary labors would make favorable 
progress. ;ut this was far from true. The climate of the Sierra Gorda 
was humid and unhealthful. Qevices to preserve health were unknown 
or not practicable. Efter short services the missionaries sickened and 
were obliged to retire to the hospital of their college in )ueretaro. It 
became customary later to recall the missionaries every six months and 
send others in their places.
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This method was not successful, for the friars, because of their 
short stay among the Indians, had no time to learn the native lan-
guage, which was a great hindrance to spiritual conAuest. In temporal 
matters they were eAually unsuccessful. The missions, far from being 
self-supporting were unable to furnish maintenance su:cient even 
for the missionaries. It was necessary to forward provision regularly to 
keep the neophytes from deserting. This was particularly true of the 
missions Santiago de Falpan, Ourisima Concepcion, and two or three 
others.

Such was the condition of a'airs there when Junipero o'ered his 
services. Oalou had arrived in the capital, recuperated from the fever 
that had so nearly cost him his life. He volunteered with his friend 
to labor among the Oames Indians. Eccordingly, the two set out one 
morning in early June from San 3ernando College for the mission 
of Santiago de Falpan, situated in a remote spot among the crags of 
the Sierra Gordas. They made the 7ourney on foot, although Junipero 
was su'ering from the condition of his foot and ankle, and although 
saddle mules had been provided for them. The rule prohibiting riding 
had long been obsolete in the order, while even in the early days of 
the 3riars Minor, the brethren were permitted to ride on occasions of 
manifest necessity or under stress of inPrmity. ;ut Junipero outdid the 
!penitents !themselves who gathered around St. 3rancis at Oortiunco-
la, in the severity of his deprivations. He had a fanatical contempt for 
his body, which was more than medieval, and which later in his career 
had, we suspect, something to do with the antagonism he encountered 
among the military o:cials in California.

 n the BNth of June the friars arrived at Santiago "de Falpan, and 
were received, said Oalou, with gratifying re7oicings by the neophytes. 
Junipero promptly set to work to learn the language of the Oames 
Indians. Having accomplished this, he translated into Oames
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the prayers and doctrines of the Catholic church. He acAuired the 
Indian tongue only after great perseverance and hard work. He did not 
possess the faculty of learning easily strange languages. In later years 
his linguistic troubles increased, and he spent many hours in the e'ort 
to overcome them.

He was indefatigable in temporal a'airs as in spiritual matters4 he 
appears to have managed the former so well that, under his admin-
istration, the mission became not only self-supporting but extremely 
prosperous. He possessed an executive ability of high order, was full 
of resource, of prudence, of acumen. The value of his services were 
soon recognized, and the Guardian of San 3ernando o'ered him the 
presidency of the Sierra Gorda missions. Junipero, who all during his 
long life remained perfectly indi'erent to worldly honors, declined 
the appointment. E year and a half later, the Guardian again sent him 
ajPatente de las Missionesj and on this occasion insisted so strongly 
upon an acceptance that Junipero could not refuse. He retained the 
position, however, for three years only, then resigned.

!If this o:ce is an honor,! he said, !then let the others share in the 
honor alsoKlikewise if it is a burden,! he added with that touch of dry 
humor which he occasionally displayed.

His life in the Sierra Gordas covered a period of nine arduous years 
of unremitting labor. His abilities Pnally caused him to be recalled 
by the Guardian of San 3ernando College, to Mexico, in order to 
take charge of some missions of the 8io Saba in Texas, among the 
warlike Epache nation. He obeyed with alacrity, although knowing 
the fate which had overtaken the last president of the missions. The 
acceptance of a charge of this nature remained always voluntary even 
after the appointment was made by the Guardian. ;ut 3ray Junipero 
was not the man to shrink from such a trust. He hastened to Mexico 
to receive his instructions. ;efore he arrived however, the Government 
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had decided to send out a punitive expedition, and instead of going to 
Texas, Junipero was retained in the college. He remained there seven 
years, preaching in the capital, holding missions in the surrounding 
bishoprics, and performing the duties of his o:ce ofjcomisarioj of the 
InAuisition, to which he was appointed in B5Y2.  f his connection 
with the InAuisition little is known besides the bare fact itself. It is 
probable that his duties ofjcomisarioj were not of great importance. 
The privileges of the InAuisition had been so curtailed by the reigning 
monarch, Carlos III, that it not only was no longer the dreaded power 
of former days, but, like a mortally wounded giant, was gasping for 
life.

It was during this period that we Prst hear of 3ray Junipero as a 
sensational preacher. His sermons were now fervent exhortations to 
repentance. He scourged himself in the pulpit on his bared shoulders 
with an iron chain. He besought his auditors to examine into their 
own consciences and repent their sins. 1very cut of the chain on 
his Auivering (esh was a cry to repent. The emotional power of the 
masses is always great. Junipero"s auditors were thrilled to the depths 
of their hearts4 they sobbed and cried aloud.  ne day a man among 
them, unable longer to endure the sight of the cruel whipping 3ray 
Junipero was giving himself, rushed to the pulpit, seized the chain 
from the friar"s hand, and taking his stand in the chancel, stripped 
himself to the waist and, while unmercifully applying the chain to his 
own shoulders, exclaimed, !I am the ungrateful sinner, who should do 
penance for my many sins, and not the padre who is a saint.!

So great was the force of the blows he dealt himself that he fell ex-
hausted. He lived only long enough to receive the sacrament, and then 
expired. Emong other methods of self-chastisement that Junipero 
employed was beating his bared breast with a stone, while holding aloft 
in his left hand a cruciPx. This was called !the act of contrition.! The 
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severity of the blows he dealt himself caused many to fear he would fall 
dead in the pulpit.  ften when he spoke of purgatory and the pains 
of hell, he would light a large taper having four wicks and place the 
burning wax next to his skin, holding it there until the smell of the 
scorched (esh reached his terror stricken audience.

It was not only in public that Junipero chastised himself. In the 
still hours of night, he often slipped from his cell and sought a re-
mote corner in the choir gallery where he scourged himself with his 
chain. Sometimes the sound of the blows penetrated to the cells of 
the slumbering monks and awakened them. The most curious of their 
number then would creep to the gallery to discover the penitent, 
and, recognizing Junipero, would steal softly back again, Plled with 
wonder. Not satisPed with these self-in(icted chastisements, Junipero 
habitually wore under his friar"s frock a rough haircloth tunic, upon 
which were fastened small pieces of copper.

This scourging, chain-lashing, and self-torturing to which he re-
sorted, partly to impress his hearers, partly to crush what he calls the 
!beast! in his own frail body, is repulsive to contemplate, and seems to 
smack more of the thirteenth century than the eighteenth.

It is a relief to turn from these harsh pictures to the charming one 
Oalou gives us of the vigils Junipero kept, even in his sleep.

His intercourse with the outside world was strictly conPned to 
his duties as priest and missionary. Quring his long residence in the 
capital, he. " was never known to make a social visit. This was not 
because worldly life was irksome to him, for he was totally unfa-
miliar with it, but because he moved and dwelt on a di'erent plane 
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from most men. His religion was alive, a glowing spark burning in 
the depths of his soul4 it was his one great passion in life. E certain 
sweetness in his character, combined with his integrity, secured him 
the stanch friendship of many men. ;ut women never saw the warmer, 
more gracious side of his character. In his intercourse with them he 
remained habitually unsmiling, even stern, restricting his conversation 
to recounting edifying incidents in the lives of saints, which were 
intended to inculcate lessons of sobriety, a trait the worthy friar seems 
to have considered absent from the average feminine bosom.

His habits were well known in the capital. When those who sought 
him failed to Pnd him behind the monastery walls, they knew without 
making inAuiry that he had left the city to preach in the bishoprics.

His 7ourneys were not always easy or devoid of an element of dan-
ger, as when, on his way to  axaca, he and his companions traveled 
eight days in a canoe on the 8iver Miges. They dared not venture on 
shore to stretch their cramped limbs or to escape the terrible heat of 
the sun in the shade of dense and perfumed forests, because of the 
!lions and tigers,! Oprobably the puma and 7aguarP which could be seen 
lurking near the banks. These trials were accentuated by the bites of 
venomous insects to which they were exposed. When they reached 
the Prst inhabited portion of that wild region, they were in a state 
bordering on complete exhaustion.

Many stories are told of Junipero in the various provinces where he 
held his missions. These stories are interesting in so far as they serve to 
throw additional light on the character of a man destined to occupy 
the most prominent place in California history.

 n one occasion he had a narrow escape from death while in 
church. The communion wine had in some inexplicable manner been 
poisoned and Junipero became violently ill. He was carried to the 
sacristy, placed on a couch, and his vestments hurriedly removed. Ell 
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who saw him believed he would die. When his condition became 
known, a certainjcaballeroj of the parish hastily brought an antidote. 
Junipero, turning his head aside, resolutely refused to swallow the 
antidote. Later, when" he recovered, he explained apologetically to the 
well-intentionedjcaballeroj the reason of his refusalq

While these missions were in progress there occurred one of those 
events which mark a strange epoch in the history of the 8oman 
Catholic church, namely, the total temporary extinction of the most 
powerful, most in(uential of its organizations. Es this extraordinary 
event had a direct bearing on 3ray Junipero"s future career, it will not 
be out of place to devote a little attention to it.
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The Expulsion of the Jesuits

I n the middle of the eighteenth century the famous Society of 
Jesus comprised about twenty thousand members. They could be 

found in all parts of the world. There was not a country, no matter how 
remote, or di-cult of access, where the silentkfooted Jesuit was not 
busily at wor;. The society possessed immense wealthv it controlled 
to a large extent the education of youths in many countriesv among 
its members were the confessors of ;ings and princesv it exerted a 
powerful political inCuence in the ci—il administration of Fatholic 
countries. The Jesuits were, in fact, at the height of their power and 
their fame when their downfall was decreed. The causes that brought 
this about were many and —aried, but among them may be mentioned 
the accusation that the Jesuits con—erted their missionary stations into 
commercial centers and conducted bold speculations, more lucrati—e 
to their order than to their country. They were also accused of a—oiding 
the payment of tithes by false representations of the conditions of 
their missionsMa fact which the Pranciscan friars Hrst brought to the 
attention of Spanish royalty. The storm was long in brewing.

In Prance Ladame de Xompadour assisted materially to expedite 
their downfall. She was their bitter enemy, a fact which, it has been 
obser—ed, was perhaps more creditable to them than otherwise. Ver 
hatred of them was no doubt due to the Hrmness with which the Jesuit 
confessor of Uouis ON. refused the ;ing absolution unless the Xomk
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padour were dismissed from court. :or did the society Hnd so stanch 
an ally in Larie Therese as it might well ha—e expected, for she had 
been educated by Jesuits and was one of their ardent admirers. qet we 
Hnd the zustrian empress writing to the youthful Larie zntoinette, 
her daughter, this cautious ad—ice'

zs a matter of fact, the sagacity of the Bueen could not but recogk
ni1e the menace to the states in the Jesuits7 thirst for power, and in the 
manifold strifes and disturbances of which they were the cause.

6ut strangely enough, it was in the Spanish Xeninsula, where their 
dominion seemed too Hrmly established e—er to be uprooted, that the 
most powerful blow was dealt the order. Farlos III. of Spain issued a 
mandate for the expulsion from his dominions in Europe, zsia, and 
zmerica, of all the members of the Society of Jesus. It was further 
decreed that any Jesuit who should, without the ;ing7s express lea—e, 
return to Spanish dominions under any pretext whate—er, e—en that of 
ha—ing resigned from the society and being absol—ed from the —ows, 
would be treated as a proscript, incurring, if a layman, the penalty 
of death, and, if a priest, that of conHnement at the option of the 
ordinaries.

It was in the summer of 8ÍRÍ that the Jesuits in :ew Spain learned 
of the calamity that had o—erta;en their order. They numbered in the 
pro—inces RÍ4 members, of whom o—er half were nati—es of zmerica, 
who had ne—er been beyond the conHnes of their country. To be 
suddenly dri—en into exile, and without adeBuate means of support, 
to be deserted in this extremity by the Xope himself, who, fearing the 
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burden of maintaining so many po—erty stric;en priests, forbade them 
to see; shelter in his dominions, was, indeed, a bitter hardship.

The carrying out of the ;ing7s mandate in the pro—inces of :ew 
Spain fell to the lot of the LarBuis de Froix, who had been appointed 
—iceroy the pre—ious year. Ve was reputed an upright, able man, with 
a pronounced li;ing for the delicacies of the table and good wine, of 
which latter there was a remar;ably Hne supply in the —iceregal cellar. 
That he was bold and swift of resource in emergencies, the followk
ing anecdote related of him, while he was still in Spain, will show. 
Ve had incurred the disappro—al of the InBuisition and was sumk
moned suddenly to appear before that dreaded tribunal. Ve obeyed 
the summons, but, as he was holding command at the time, he too; 
the precaution of bringing with him a sBuad of soldiers and fourteen 
cannon. Ve stationed his men around the inBuisitorial building, and 
ga—e orders that if more than Hfteen minutes elapsed from the time he 
entered the building until he reappeared again, they were to Hre upon 
and demolish the entire structure. The InBuisitors e—idently deemed 
it prudent not to detain the doughty soldier. Ve was dismissed2"con 
muchas zalemas y carabanas."

It may be that he was not a—erse to complying to the letter with 
his royal master7s commands in regard to the expulsion of the Jesuits 
from :ew Spain, for he appears to ha—e done so in a most thorough 
manner. Ve in—ited the2audencia2 to come to the palace for the purk
pose of conferring on conHdential state matters of importance. It was 
an e—ening late in June when the meeting too; place. The scene was 
not without a touch of the dramatic. Pacing the2audencia, We Froix 
produced a sealed pac;age. Ve opened itv within was a second pac;age, 
also sealed. Ypon this was written, 5Ynder penalty of death you will 
not open this despatch till the G"th of June at nightfall.5 jithin the 
pac;age was the royal order for the expulsion of the Jesuits from the 
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pro—inces, together with minute instructions concerning the methods 
to be employed in their arrest, e—en naming the men to whom this tas; 
should be gi—en. z third en—elope contained the following'

If the —iceroy reBuired an incenti—e to do his wor; thoroughly, 
he undoubtedly recei—ed it in the last clause of this royal mandate. 
We Froix decided to act at daybrea; the following morning. Dumors 
of what was to occur reached the populace. Kreat indignation was 
e—erywhere expressed. The masses were disposed acti—ely to assist the 
padres in Hghting arrest. jhate—er may ha—e been the reputation of 
the Jesuits in Europe, or the disli;e and distrust entertained for them 
there, in :ew Spain they appeared to ha—e possessed the sympathy 
of the people. 6ut the —iceroy was prepared to meet any outbrea; on 
the part of the populace. Ve stationed soldiers at street corners where 
the arrests had been made. The Jesuits were ;ept imprisoned in their 
houses until preparations were completed for their deportation. The 
people were told to disperse Buietly and 5that they were born to obey 
and hold their peace,5 a piece of information that had the e$ect of 
exasperating them to the extent of secretly planning a re—olt against 
Spain, but its premature disclosure caused the re—olt to be crushed 
before it was fully ripe.

June G4, the Jesuits were placed in coaches and with a strong guard 
to accompany them sent to Nera Fru1. The people Coc;ed, weeping, 
around their carriages to say farewell. In some of the towns through 
which they passed their entry resembled a triumphant procession. The 
crowds that gathered to do them honor were so dense that the soldiers 
were freBuently obliged to use the butt end of their mus;ets to force an 




