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The Friendship of Christ (General)
GENH mmg yu

TcE e.otion of friendship is a.onMst the .ost .iMhtv and the .ost 
.vsterioxs of hx.an instin-ts, ;aterialisti- philosophers deliMht in 
tra-inM ewen the .ost ebalted e.otions kk artI reliMionI ro.an-e kk to 
pxrelv -arnal soxr-esD to the instin-ts of the propaMation or sxstenk
tation of phvsi-al lifeD and vet in this sinMle ebperien-e at anv rate 
kk Jhen Je -lass toMetherI as Je -anI all those waried relationships 
"etJeen .en and .enI Jo.en and Jo.enI as Jell as "etJeen .en 
and Jo.enI xnder the -o..on title of friendship kk .aterialisti- 
philosophv Jhollv "rea s doJn, 't is not a .anifestation of sebI for 
Aawid -an -rv to Sonathan RThv lowe to .e Jas JonderfxlI passinM the 
lowe of Jo.enRD it is not a sv.pathv arisinM fro. -o..on interestsI 
for the saMe and the fool -an for. a friendship at least as stronM as anv 
"etJeen tJo saMes or tJo foolsD it is not a relationship "ased on the 
eb-hanMe of ideasI for the deepest friendships thriwe "etter in silen-e 
than inPspee-h, RNo .an is trxlv .v friendIR savs ;aeterlin- I Rxntil 
Je hawe ea-h learned to "e silent in one anotherOs -o.panv,R

2nd this .vsterioxs thinM is as .iMhtv as it is .vsterioxs, 't is 
"oxnd to riseI so far as it is trxe to the laJs of its oJn dewelop.entI 
to a pit-h of passion far "evond that of ordinarv relations "etJeen 
the sebes, jin-e it is independent of those phvsi-al ele.ents ne-essarv 
to a lowe "etJeen hxs"and and JifeI it -an rise .vsterioxslv hiMher 
in -ertain respe-tsI than the plane Jhi-h those ele.ents sxstain, 't 
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see s to Jin nothinMI to prodx-e nothinM kk "xt to sa-ri3-e all, Ewen 
Jhere the sxpernatxral .otiwe is apparentlv a"sentI it -an reYe-t on 
the natxral planeI ewen .ore -learlv than does sa-ra.ental Jedded 
loweI the -hara-teristi-s of diwine -haritv, qn its oJn planeI it also 
R"eareth all thinMsI "elieweth all thinMsI hopeth all thinMs , , , see eth 
not her oJn , , , is not pxzed xp,R1 P't is the salt of perfe-t .atri.onvI 
"xt it -an ebist Jithoxt seb, 't ta es its pla-e Jith those other sxpre.e 
depart.ents of hx.an ebperien-e kk artI -hiwalrv and ewen reliMion kk 
and it is not the least no"le of the -o.panv,

qn the other handI there is hardlv anv ebperien-e .ore sx"Ve-t 
to disillxsion.ent, 't dei3es "eastsI and is disappointed to 3nd the. 
hx.an after all, Khen .v friend fails .e at a -risis or Jhen ' fail .v 
friendI there is hardlv anv "itterness in life so "itter, 2ndIPaMainD Jhile 
friendship itself has an air of eternitv a"oxt itI see.inM to trans-end 
all natxral li.itsI there is hardlv anv e.otion so xtterlv at the .er-v 
of ti.e, Ke for. friendshipsI and MroJ oxt of the., 't .iMht al.ost 
"e said that Je -annot retain the fa-xltv of friendship xnless Je are 
-ontinxallv .a inM neJ friends4 Vxst asI in reliMionI in proportion 
as Je for. inadeBxate i.aMes and ideas of the diwine Jhi-h for the 
ti.e Je adoreI and presentlv -hanMe for othersI Je proMress in the 
 noJledMe of the Trxe God, ' -annot retain trxe Childhood xnless ' 
a. -ontinxallv pxttinM aJav -hildish thinMs,

cere then is one of the .ore prin-elv passions Jhi-hI Jhile feedinM 
xpon earthlv thinMs are -ontinxoxslv dissatis3ed Jith the.D Jhi-hI 
the.selwes JhitekhotI are newer -onsx.ed kk one of the passions that 
.a e historvI and therefore loo  alJavs to the fxtxre and not to the 
past kk a passion Jhi-hI perhaps a"owe all othersI sin-e in its instan-e 

1, ' Cor, biii,
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it is i.possi"le to resolwe it into earthlv ele.entsI points to eternitv 
onlv for the pla-e of its satisfa-tionI and to the Aiwine !owe for the 
ansJerinM of its hx.an needs, There is "xt one intelliMi"le ebplanation 
then for the desires Jhi-h it Menerates vet newer fxl3lsD there is "xt one 
sxpre.e friendship to Jhi-h all hx.an friendships pointD one 'deal 
Friend in Jho. Je 3nd perfe-t and -o.plete that for Jhi-h Je loo  
in tvpe and shadoJ in the fa-es of oxr hx.an lowers,

', 't is at on-e the priwileMe and the "xrden ofPCatholi-s that thev 
 noJ so .x-h of Sesxs Christ, 't is their priwileMeI sin-e an intelliMent 
 noJledMe of the :erson and the attri"xtes and the a-hiewe.ents of 
'n-arnate God is an in3nitelv Mreater Jisdo. than all the rest of the 
s-ien-es pxt toMether, To hawe a  noJledMe of the Creator is in-al-xk
la"lv a .ore no"le thinM than to hawe a  noJledMe of cis Creation, 5et 
it is a "xrden as JellD for the splendoxr of this  noJledMe .av "e so 
Mreat as to "lind xs to the walxe of its details, The "la0e of the Aiwinitv 
to hi. Jho sees it .av "e so "riMht as to "eJilder hi. Jith reMard to 
the hx.anitv, The xnitv of the Jood wanishes in the perfe-tion of the 
trees,

Catholi-s thenI a"owe all othersI are prone kk throxMh their werv 
 noJledMe of the .vsteries of faithI throxMh their werv apprehension 
of Sesxs Christ as their GodI their ciMh :riestI their 6i-ti.I their 
:rophet and their 7inM kk to forMet that cis deliMhts are to "e Jith the 
sons of .en .ore than to rxle the jeraphi.I thatI Jhile cis ;aVestv 
held ci. on the throne of cis FatherI cis !owe "roxMht ci. doJn 
on pilMri.aMe that ce .iMht transfor. cis serwants into cis friends, 
For eba.pleI dewoxt soxls often -o.plain of their loneliness on earth, 
Thev pravI thev freBxent the sa-ra.entsI thev do their xt.ost to fxl3l 
the Christian pre-eptsD andI Jhen all is doneI thev 3nd the.selwes 
solitarv, There -oxld s-ar-elv "e a .ore ewident proof of their failxre to 
xnderstand one at least of the Mreat .otiwes of the 'n-arnation,PThev 
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adore Christ as GodI thev feed on ci. in Co..xnionI -leanse the.k
selwes in cis pre-ioxs 9loodI loo  to the ti.e Jhen thev shall see ci. 
as their SxdMeD vet of that inti.ate  noJledMe of and -o.panionship 
Jith ci. in Jhi-h the Aiwine Friendship -onsistsI thev hawe ebpek
rien-ed little or nothinM, Thev lonMI thev savI for one Jho -an stand 
"v their side and xpon their oJn lewelI Jho -an not .erelv re.owe 
sxzerinMI "xt -an hi.self sxzer Jith the.I one to Jho. thev -an 
ebpress in silen-e the thoxMhts Jhi-h no spee-h -an xtterD and thev 
see. not to xnderstand that this is the werv post Jhi-h Sesxs Christ 
ci.self desires to JinI that the sxpre.e lonMinM of cis ja-red ceart 
is that ce shoxld "e ad.ittedI not .erelv to the throne of the heart or 
to the tri"xnal of -ons-ien-eI "xt to that inner se-ret -ha."er of the 
soxl Jhere a .an is .ost hi.selfI and therefore .ost xtterlv alone,

jee hoJ fxll are the Gospels of this desire of Sesxs ChristH There 
Jere indeed splendid .o.ents Jhen the God Jithin the cx.anitv 
"la0ed oxt in Mlorv kk .o.ents Jhen the werv Mar.ents that ce Jore 
"xrned radiant in cis Aiwinitv4 there Jere .o.ents of Aiwine enerMv 
Jhen "lind eves opened throxMh -reatiwe to -reated liMhtI Jhen ears 
deaf to earthlv noises heard the Aiwine 6oi-eI Jhen the dead "xrst 
their Mrawes to loo  on ci. Jho had 3rst Miwen and then restored their 
life, 2nd there Jere axMxst and terri"le .o.ents Jhen God Jent 
apart Jith God into the Jilderness or the MardenIPJhen God -ried 
throxMh the lips of desolated hx.anitvI RKhv hast Thox forsa en 
;eIR 9xt for the .ost part it is of cis cx.anitv that the Gospels teli 
xsD a cx.anitv that -ried to 'ts  ind kk a cx.anitv not onlv te.pted 
"xt alsoI as it JereI spe-iali0ed in ali points li e as Je are, RNoJ 
Sesxs lowed ;arthaI and her sister ;arvI and !a0arxs,RL PRSesxsI loo inM 

L, PSohn bi4 J,
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xpon hi.I lowed hi.R? Phi. it see.s Jith an e.otion distinMxished 
fro. that of the Aiwine !owe that lowes all thinMs that 't has .adeD 
lowed hi. for the ideal Jhi-h he in parti-xlar .iMht vet a--o.plishI 
.ore than for the fa-t that he .erelv ebisted as did others of his  ind 
kk lowed hi. as ' lowe .v oJn friendI and as he lowes .e,

't is these .o.entsI pro"a"lvI a"owe all othersI that hawe endeared 
Sesxs Christ to hx.anitv kk .o.ents in Jhi-h ce displaved ci.self 
as trxlv one of xs, 't is Jhen ce is Rlifted xpR kk not in the Mlorv of 
trix.phant AiwinitvI "xt in the sha.e of "eaten cx.anitvI that ce 
draJs xs to ci.self, Ke read of cis Jor s of poJer and are -ons-ioxs 
of aJe and adoration4 "xt Jhen Je read hoJ ce sat Jearv at the 
Jellkside Jhile cis friends Jent for foodD hoJ in the GardenI ce 
txrned in aMoni0ed reproa-h to those fro. Jho. ce had hoped for 
-onsolation kk RKhatI Coxld vox not Jat-h one hoxr Jith ;eIR8 Pkk 
ce txrned on-e .ore and for the last ti.e xsed the sa-red na.e to 
hi. Jho had forfeitedPit for ewer kk RFriendI Jhereto art thox -o.eIRJ 

Pkk Je are -ons-ioxs of that Jhi-h is ewen dearer to ci. than all the 
adoration of all the anMels in Mlorv kk tenderness and lowe and -o.k
passion kk e.otions to Jhi-h friendship alone has a riMht, qr aMainD kk 
Sesxs Christ spea s to xs .ore than on-e in the j-riptxreI not .erelv 
in hint and i.pli-ationI "xt in deli"erate state.entI of this desire of 
cis to "e oxr friend, ce s et-hes for xs a little pi-txre of the lonelv 
hoxse at niMhtfallI of ci.self Jho stands and  no- s xpon the door 
and of the inti.ate little .eal ce ebpe-ts, R2nd if anv .an Jill open 

?, ;ar  b4 L1,
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kk (anv .anH) kk ' Jill -o.e in to hi. and Jill sxp Jith hi. and 
he Jith ;e,RL  qr aMainI he tells those Jhose hearts are si-  at the 
"ereawe.ent that -o.es xpon the. so sJiftlvI R' Jill not noJ -all vox 
serwants , , , D "xt ' hawe -alled vox friends,RM  qr aMain ce pro.ises cis 
-ontinxal presen-eI in spite of appearan-esI to those Jho hawe learned 
cis desires, RKhere tJo or three are Mathered in ;v Na.eI there a. 
' in the .idst,RN P, , , R9eholdI ' a. Jith vox all davs,RO P2ndI Ras lonM 
as vox did it to one of these ;v least "rethrenI vox did it to ;e,R1K 

'f then there is anvthinM -lear in the Gospels it is this kk that Sesxs 
Christ 3rst and fore.ost desires oxr friendship, 't is cis reproa-h 
to the JorldI not that thePjawioxr -a.e to the lostI and that the lost 
ran fro. ci. to lose the.selwes .ore deeplvI not that the Creator 
-a.e to the Creatxre and that the Creatxre reVe-ted ci.D "xt that the 
Friend R-a.e xnto cis oJnI and that cis oJn re-eiwed ci. not,R11 

NoJ the -ons-ioxsness of this friendship of Sesxs Christ is the werv 
se-ret of the jaints, qrdinarv .en -an liwe ordinarv liwesI Jith little 
or no open de3an-e of GodI fro. a hxndred se-ondkrate .otiwes, 
Ke  eep the -o..and.ents that Je .av enter into lifeD Je awoid 
sin that Je .av es-ape hellD Je 3Mht aMainst Jorldliness that Je .av 

L, 2po-, iii4 LK,

M, Sohn bw4 1J,

N, ;att, bwiii4 LK,

O, ;att, bbwiii4 LK,
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 eep the respe-t of the Jorld, 9xt no .an -an adwan-e three pa-es on 
the road of perfe-tion xnless Sesxs Christ Jal s "eside hi., 't is thisI 
thenI that Miwes distin-tion to the Jav of the jaint kk and that Miwes 
hi. his apparent MrotesBxenessI too kk (for Jhat is .ore MrotesBxe 
in the eves of the xni.aMinatiwe Jorld than the e-stasv of the lowerI) 
Co..onksense newer vet drowe a .an .adD it is -o..onksense that 
is thoxMht to -hara-teri0e sanitvD and -o..onksenseI thereforeI has 
newer s-aled .oxntainsI .x-h less has it -ast the. into the sea, 9xt it 
is the .addeninM Vov of the -ons-ioxs -o.panionship of Sesxs Christ 
that has prodx-ed the lowersI and therefore the MiantsI of historv, 't is 
the dewelopinM friendship of Sesxs Christ and the passion that has ink
spired those liwesI Jhi-h the Jorld in its dxller .oods -alls xnnatxralI 
and the Chxr-hIPin all her .oodsI sxpernatxral, RThis priestIR -ried jt, 
TeresaI in one of her .ore -on3dential .o.ents Jith her !ordI Rthis 
priest is a werv proper person to "e .ade aPfriend of ours,R

'', NoJ it .xst "e re.e."ered that Jhile this friendship "etJeen 
Christ and the soxl isI fro. one point of wieJI perfe-tlv -o.para"le 
to friendship "etJeen .an and .anI fro. another point of wieJ it 
is in-o.para"le, Certainlv it is a friendship "etJeen cis joxl and 
oxrsD "xt that joxl of cis is xnited to Aiwinitv, 2 sinMlePindividualis-
ticPfriendship Jith ci. therefore does not ebhaxst cis -apa-ities, ce 
is ;anI "xt ce is not .erelv 2 ;an4 ce is The jonI rather than 2 
jon of .an, ce is the Eternal Kord "v Jho. all thinMs Jere .ade 
and are sxstained, , , ,

ce approa-hes xs therefore alonM -oxntless awenxesI althoxMh it is 
the sa.e FiMxre that adwan-es doJn ea-h, 't is not enoxMh to  noJ 
ci. interiorlv onlv4 ce .xst "e  noJn (if cis relation Jith xs is to 
"e that Jhi-h ce desires) in all those a-tiwities and .anifestations in 
Jhi-h ce displavs ci.self, qne Jho  noJs ci. therefore solelv as 
an 'nterior Co.panion and GxideI hoJewer dear and adora"leI "xt 
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does not  noJ ci. in the 9lessed ja-ra.ent kk one Jhose heart "xrns 
as he Jal s Jith Sesxs in the JavI "xt Jhose eves are held that he  noJs 
ci. not in the "rea inM of 9readI  noJs "xt one perfe-tion oxt of ten 
thoxsand, 2nd aMainI he Jho -alls ci. Friend in Co..xnionI "xt 
JhosePdewotion is so narroJ and restri-ted that he does not re-oMni0e 
ci. in that ;vsti-al 9odv in Jhi-h ce dJells and spea s on earth 
kk oneI in fa-tI Jho is aPdévotI an indiwidxalistI and does not therek
fore xnderstand that -orporate WeliMion Jhi-h is the werv essen-e of 
Catholi-is.D orI aMainI Jho  noJs ci. in all these JavsI vet does not 
 noJ ci. in cis 6i-arI or in cis :riestI or in cis ;other kk orI aMainI 
Jho  noJs ci. in all these Javs kk (Jho isI in popxlar lanMxaMeI 
an Rad.ira"le Catholi-R) kk "xt Jho does not re-oMni0e the riMht of 
the sinner to as  for .er-vI or the "eMMar for al.sI in cis na.e4 or 
aMainI Jho re-oMni0es ci. xnder sensational -ir-x.stan-esI "xt not 
xnder drearv ones kk Jho Miwes lawishlv to the 3rst "eMMar Jho pleads in 
ChristOs Na.e in the streetI "xt fails to 3nd ci. in the xnappealinM 
dxllard kk thoseI in shortI Jho re-oMni0e Christ in one or tJo or three 
or .ore aspe-tsI "xt not in all kk (notI at leastI in all those of Jhi-h 
Christ ci.self has ebpli-itlv spo en) kk -an newer rise to that heiMht 
of inti.a-v and  noJledMe of that 'deal Friend Jhi-h ce ci.self 
desiresI and has de-lared to "e Jithin oxr poJer to attain,

!et xs then -onsider the Friendship of Christ xnder so.e of these 
aspe-ts, Trxlv Je -annot liwe Jithoxt ci.I for ce is the !ife, 't is 
i.possi"le to -o.e to the Father eb-ept "v ci. Jho is the Kav, 't 
is xseless to toil in pxrsxit of trxthI xnless Je 3rst possess 't, Ewen 
the .ost sa-red ebperien-es of life are "arrenPxnless cis Friendship 
san-ti3es the., The holiest lowe is o"s-xre eb-ept it "xrns in cis 
shadoJ, The pxrest aze-tion kk that aze-tion that xnites .v dearest 
friend to .vself kk is a -oxnterfeit and an xsxrper xnless ' lowe .v 
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friend in Christ kk xnless ceI the 'deal and 2"solxte FriendI is the 
personal "ond that xnites xs,
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The Friendship of Christ (Interior)
GENm ccv abm

IT seels ingongei,wyue wt .rst siAht thwt w reuwtionship- ;high in wnJ 
rewu lwnner gwn ye gwuued w friendship- shokud ye possiyue yet;een 
Christ wnd the sokuj xdorwtion- dependenge- oyedienge- ser,ige- wnd 
e,en ilitwtion zz wuu these thinAs wre ilwAinwyueH ykt kntiu ;e relelz
yer thwt qesks Christ tooS w hklwn soku uiSe okr o;n zz w soku uiwyue 
to WoJ wnd to sorro;- open to the wsswkuts of pwssion wnd telptwtion- w 
soku thwt wgtkwuuJ did eBperienge hew,iness ws ;euu ws egstwsJ zz the pwins 
of oysgkritJ ws ;euu ws the WoJs of guewr ,ision zz kntiu this yegoles to 
ks- frol w doAlwtig fwgt wpprehended yJ fwith- w ,itwu fwgt pergei,ed yJ 
eBperienge- w fkuu rewui wtion of Dis friendship is okt of the Rkestionj

For Wkst ws in the gwse of ordinwrJ persons the puwne of rewu friendz
ship uies in the gollknion of the t;o sokus- so it is yet;een Christ wnd 
w lwnj Dis Poku is the point of gontwgt yet;een Dis Godhewd wnd okr 
hklwnitJj Oe regei,e Dis 1odJ ;ith okr uipsH ;e prostrwte okr:;houe 
yeinA yefore Dis !i,initJH ykt ;e elyrwge Dis Poku ;ith okrsj

Ij Dklwn friendships kskwuuJ twSe their rise in sole slwuu eBternwu 
detwiuj Oe gwtgh w phrwse- ;e hewr wn inLegtion of w ,oige- ;e notige 
the uooS of the eJes- or w lo,elent in ;wuSinAH wnd the tinJ eBperienge 
seels to ks uiSe wn initiwtion into w ne; ;orudj Oe twSe the uittue e,ent 
ws w sJlyou of w kni,erse thwt uies yehindH ;e thinS ;e hw,e detegted 
w soku eBwgtuJ skited to okr o;n- w telperwlent ;high either frol 
its reselyuwnge to okr o;n- or frol w hwrlonioks dissiliuwritJ- is 
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pregiseuJ .tted to ye okr golpwnionj Then the progess of friendship 
yeAinsH ;e eBhiyit okr o;n ghwrwgteristigsH ;e eBwline his3 in point 
wfter point ;e .nd ;hwt ;e eBpegted to .nd- wnd ;e ,erifJ okr Akessz
esH wnd he too- no uess- fouuo;s the swle lethod- kntiu thwt point is 
rewghed (ws it is rewghed in so lwnJ gwses- thokAh not- thwnS God" 
in wuu)- either in w grisis- or wfter w trJinA period- ;hen ;e disgo,er 
either thwt ;e hw,e yeen listwSen frol the yeAinninA- or thwt ;e hw,e 
degei,ed the other- or thwt the progess hws rkn its gokrseH the skller 
is gole wnd Aone- wnd thwt there wre no lore frkits to Awther on either 
sidej

No; the !i,ine Friendship zz the gonsgioksness- thwt is to swJ- thwt 
Christ desires okr uo,e wnd intilwgJ- wnd o4ers Dis o;n in retkrn zz 
kskwuuJ yeAins in the swle lwnnerj It lwJ ye wt the regeption of sole 
swgrwlent- skgh ws ;e hw,e regei,ed w thokswnd tiles yeforeH or it:lwJ 
ye ws ;e Sneeu yefore the Criy wt Christlws- or fouuo; okr 'ord wuonA 
the OwJ of the Crossj Oe hw,e done these thinAs or perforled those 
gerelonies dktifkuuJ wnd uo,inAuJ wAwin wnd wAwinH Jet on this skdden 
dwJ w ne; eBperienge goles to ksj Oe knderstwnd- for eBwlpue- for the 
.rst tile thwt the DouJ Chiud is stretghinA Dis wrls frol the strw;- 
not lereuJ to elyrwge the ;orud zz thwt ;okud ye uittue enokAh" zz ykt 
to elyrwge okr o;n soku in pwrtigkuwrj Oe knderstwnd ws ;e ;wtgh 
qesks- yuoodstwined wnd ;ewrJ- risinA frol Dis third fwuu- thwt De is 
wsSinA okr o;n ,erJ seuf in pwrtigkuwr to heup Dil ;ith Dis ykrdenj 
The Auwnge of the !i,ine EJes leets okr o;nH there pwsses frol Dil 
to ks wn elotion or w lesswAe thwt ;e hwd ne,er yefore wssogiwted ;ith 
okr o;n reuwtions ;ith Dilj The tinJ e,ent hws hwppened" De hws 
SnogSed wt okr door- wnd ;e hw,e openedH De hws gwuued wnd ;e hw,e 
wns;eredj Dengeforth- ;e thinS- De is okrs wnd ;e wre Disj Dere- wt 
uwst- ;e teuu okrseu,es- is the Friend for ;hol ;e hw,e yeen uooSinA 
so uonA3 here is the Poku thwt perfegtuJ knderstwnds okr o;nH the one 
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UersonwuitJ ;high ;e gwn swfeuJ wuuo; to dolinwte okr o;nj qesks 
Christ hws uewpt for;wrd t;o thokswnd Jewrs- wnd is stwndinA yJ okr 
sideH De hws gole do;n frol the pwintinA on the ;wuuH De hws risen 
frol the strw; in the lwnAer zz 5J 1euo,ed is line wnd I wl Disj j j

IIj The Friendship hws yeAkn thenj No; yeAins its progessj
The essenge of w perfegt friendship is thwt ewgh friend re,ewus hilseuf 

ktteruJ to the other- LinAs wside his reser,es- wnd sho;s hilseuf for 
;hwt he trkuJ isj

The .rst step therefore in the !i,ine Friendship is the re,euwtion yJ 
qesks Christ of Dilseufj 8p to this point in okr spiritkwu uife- ho;e,er 
gonsgientioks or dktifku thwt uife lwJ hw,e yeen- there hws yeen w 
predolinwnt euelent of knrewuitJj It is trke thwt ;e hw,e oyeJed- thwt 
;e hw,e stri,en to w,oid sin- thwt ;e hw,e regei,ed Arwge- forfeited it 
wnd rego,ered it- thwt ;e hw,e wgRkired lerit or uost it- thwt ;e hw,e 
tried to do okr dktJ- endew,okred to wspire wnd to uo,ej xuu this is 
rewu- yefore Godj 1kt it hws not yeen rewu to okrseu,esj Oe hw,e swid 
prwJersC Desj 1kt ;e hw,e sgwrgeuJ prwJedj Oe hw,e leditwted zz set the 
points yefore ks- reLegted- resou,ed wnd gongukdedH ykt the ;wtgh hws 
yeen uwid open yefore ks to lwrS okr proAress- uest ;e shokud leditwte 
too uonAj 1kt wfter this ne; wnd lwr,euuoks eBperienge- wuu is ghwnAedj 
qesks Christ yeAins to eBhiyit to ks not lereuJ the perfegtions of Dis 
pwst- ykt the Auories of Dis presengej De yeAins to ui,e yefore okr eJesH 
De tewrs frol Dilseuf the gon,entions ;ith ;high okr ilwAinwtions 
hw,e guothed DilH De ui,es- lo,es- spewSs- wgts- tkrns this ;wJ wnd 
thwt yefore okr eJesj De yeAins to re,ewu segret wfter segret hidden in 
Dis o;n DklwnitJj Oe hw,e Sno;n fwgts wyokt Dil wuu okr uifeH ;e 
hw,e repewted the Cwthouig greedH ;e hw,e wssiliuwted wuu thwt theouoAJ 
gwn teuu ksj No;- ho;e,er- ;e pwss frol:Sno;uedAe wyokt Dil- to 
Sno;uedAe of Dilj Oe yeAin to knderstwnd thwt Eternwu 'ife yeAins 
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in this present- for it is to FSno; Thee- the onuJ trke God- wnd qesks 
Christ- ;hol Thok hwst sentjFY :?kr God is yegolinA okr Friendj

?n the other side De delwnds frol ks ;hwt De Dilseuf o4ersj If 
De strips Dilseuf yefore okr eJes- De guwils thwt ;e shokud do the 
swlej xs okr God De Sno;s e,erJ .yre of the yeinA ;high De hws 
lwdeH ws okr Pw,iokr De Sno;s e,erJ instwnt in the pwst in ;high ;e 
hw,e s;er,ed frol Dis oyedienge3 ykt- ws okr Friend- De ;wits for ks 
to teuu Dilj

It is touerwyuJ trke to swJ thwt the di4erenge yet;een okr yehw,iokr 
respegti,euJ to wn wgRkwintwnge wnd to w friend- is thwt in the .rst gwse 
;e seeS to gongewu okrseu,es- to present wn wAreewyue or w gon,enient 
ilwAe of okr o;n ghwrwgter- to kse uwnAkwAe ws w disAkise- to kse 
gon,erswtion ws ;e liAht kse gokntersH wnd in the segond gwse thwt ;e 
pkt wside gon,entions wnd lwSeshifts- wnd seeS to eBpress okrseu,es ws 
;e wre- wnd not ws ;e ;okud hw,e okr friend to thinS ks to yej

This then is reRkired of ks in the !i,ine Friendshipj 8p to no; okr 
'ord hws yeen gontent ;ith ,erJ uittue3 De hws wggepted w tithe of okr 
loneJ- wn hokr of okr tile- w fe; thokAhts wnd w fe; elotions- pwid 
o,er to Dil in reuiAioks intergokrse wnd ;orshipj De hws wggepted 
those thinAs instewd of okrseu,esj Dengeforth:De delwnds thwt wuu 
skgh gon,entions shokud gewseH thwt ;e shokud ye entireuJ open wnd 
honest ;ith Dil- thwt ;e shokud dispuwJ okrseu,es ws ;e rewuuJ wre zz 
thwt ;e shokud uwJ wside- in w ;ord- wuu those golpwrwti,euJ hwrluess 
lwSezyeuie,es wnd gokrtesies- wnd ye ktteruJ rewuj xnd it is proywyuJ 
trke to swJ thwt in prwgtigwuuJ e,erJ instwnge ;here w soku yeuie,es 
herseuf disiuuksioned or diswppointed ;ith the !i,ine Friendship- it is 
not thwt she hws wgtkwuuJ yetrwJed her 'ord or oktrwAed Dil or fwiued 

Yj qohn ,i3 Ej
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to rise to Dis delwnds in other lwttersH ykt thwt she hws ne,er trkuJ 
trewted Dil ws w friend wt wuuH she hws not yeen gokrwAeoks enokAh to 
golpuJ ;ith thwt wysoukteuJ negesswrJ gondition of wuu trke friendship- 
nwleuJ- w golpuete wnd singere strwiAhtfor;wrdness ;ith Dilj It is fwr 
uess inWkrioks to friendship to swJ oktriAht- FI gwnnot do this thinA thwt 
is wsSed of le- yegwkse I wl w go;wrd-F thwn to .nd eBgeuuent rewsons 
for not doinA itj

IIIj MokAhuJ spewSinA- then- this is the gokrse ;high the !i,ine 
Friendship lkst twSej Oe lkst gonsider uwter in detwiu the ,wrioks 
e,ents wnd ingidents thwt ghwrwgteri e itj For it is wn illense gonsoz
uwtion to relelyer thwt there is not one skgh ingident thwt hws not 
yeen eBperienged yJ other sokus yefore ksj The OwJ of !i,ine 'o,e 
hws yeen trodden wnd retrodden wurewdJ w thokswnd tilesj xnd it is 
ksefku- too- to reLegt- yefore AoinA fkrther- thwt singe this Friendship 
is one yet;een t;o hklwn sokus- it ;iuu:fouuo; in w Arewt deAree the 
reAkuwr uines of wuu other friendshipsj

There wre lolents in it of ye;iuderinA yuiss- wt gollknion or 
in prwJer zz lolents ;hen it wppewrs (ws indeed it is) to ye the one 
skprele eBperienge of uifeH lolents ;hen the ;houe yeinA is shwSen 
wnd trwnsfksed ;ith uo,e- ;hen the Pwgred Dewrt is no uonAer lereuJ 
wn oyWegt for wdorwtion- ykt w pkuswtinA thinA thwt yewts wAwinst okr 
o;nH ;hen the 1rideAroolHs xrls wre wyokt ks- wnd Dis Siss on okr 
uipsj j j j

There wre periods too of trwnRkiuuitJ wnd stewdJ ;wrlth- of wn wfz
fegtion wt onge stronA wnd rewsonwyue- of wn esteel wnd wn wdlirwtion 
swtisfJinA to the ;iuu wnd the inteuuegt- ws ;euu ws to the sensiti,e or 
elotionwu pwrts of okr nwtkrej

xnd there wre periods- too zz lonths or Jewrs zz of liserJ wnd 
drJness3 tiles wt ;high it seels ws if ;e wgtkwuuJ needed pwtienge ;ith 
okr !i,ine FriendH gwses in ;high De wppewrs to trewt ks ;ith goudness 
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or disdwinj There ;iuu wgtkwuuJ ye lolents in ;high it needs wuu the 
uoJwutJ ;e hw,e not to gwst Dil o4 ws .gSue wnd degepti,ej There ;iuu 
ye lisknderstwndinAs- dwrSnesses- oysgkritiesj

Det- ws tile pwsses- wnd ws ;e elerAe throkAh these grises one yJ 
one- ;e gole lore wnd lore to ,erifJ thwt gon,igtion ;ith ;high 
;e .rst elyrwged okr Friendj For this is indeed the one Friendship 
in ;high .nwu diswppointlent is ilpossiyueH wnd De the one Friend 
;ho:gwnnot fwiuj This is the one Friendship for ;hose swSe ;e gwnnot 
hkliuiwte okrseu,es too lkgh- gwnnot eBpose okrseu,es too lkgh- 
gwnnot Ai,e too intilwte gon.denges or o4er too Arewt swgri.gesj It is 
in the gwkse of this one Friend onuJ wnd of Dis Friendship thwt the 
;ords of one of Dis intilwtes wre golpueteuJ Wksti.ed in ;high he teuus 
ks thwt for Dis swSe it is Aood to Fgoknt wuu thinAs to ye ykt uossF zz Fwnd 
goknt thel ykt ws dknA- thwt I lwJ Awin ChristjF2 

2j Uhiuj iii3 Jj



3

The Purgative Way

Wash me yet more from my iniquity. -- PSALM 1: 4.
THE initial stage of the Friendship formed with Jesus Christ is 

usually one of extraordinary happiness. For the soul has found for the 
crst time a Iompanion whose sympathy is perfeIt and whose PresenIe 
is Iontinuous. ,t is notb neIessarilyb that the soul IonsIiously attends 
every instant to this new intimateb so muIh as that she is never wholly 
unIonsIious of him. As she goes a;out her ordinary ;usinessb paying 
to eaIh detail of it as muIh attention as everb the faIt that He is present 
within her is never entirely forgotten: He is there as is the sunlight or 
the airb illuminatingb freshening and inspiring all that she experienIes. 
From time to time she turns to Him with a word or twok at times He 
speaNs gently to her. She views all that she sees from His standpointb 
or rather from her standpoint in Himk lovely things are more lovely 
;eIause of His lovelinessk painful things are less distressing ;eIause of 
His Ionsolation. Yothing is indijerentb ;eIause He is present. Even 
when she sleepsb her heart waNes to him.

Bet this is only the initial stage of the proIessk and it is sweet largely 
;eIause it is new. Certainly she has experienIed a tremendous faItb yet 
so far she has ;ut Vust entered upon it. There outstretIhes ;efore her 
a road that ends only in the UeaticI Risionk ;ut there are Iountless 
stages to ;e passed ;efore that end is attained.
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For the Friendshipb as so formedb is not an end in itself. ChristDs 
desire is indeed to Ionsummate it as soon as may ;ek yet it Iannot ;e 
Ionsummated ;y His mere desire. The soul herself must ;e eduIatedb 
must ;e puriced and Ileansed so perfeItly as to ;e united with Him 
;y nothing exIept His graIe. She must ;e crst purged and then illu-
minatedb crst stripped of herself and then adorned with His favoursb 
;efore she is ct for her cnal union. These two stages are named ;y 
spiritual writersb the Way of Purgation and the Way of ,lluminationb 
respeItively: and our su;VeIt now is the Way of Purgation.

,. At crstb as has ;een saidb the soul taNes extraordinary pleasure 
in all those external things whiIhb it appears to herb are sanIticed 
;y ChristDs PresenIeb and more espeIially ;y those whiIh are most 
direItly IonneIted with His graIe. For exampleb a soul that has Vust 
formed this Friendship -- that hasb perhapsb either Vust entered the 
CatholiI ChurIh ;y Ionversionb or hasb for the crst timeb IonsIiously 
and deli;erately awaNened to the glories of CatholiIismb or even to 
some imperfeIt form of Christianityb as that system through whiIh 
Christ has approaIhed her -- cnds an overwhelming Voy in even the 
most exterior details of that system. The human organiOation of the 
ChurIhb her methodsb her forms of worshipb her musiI and her art -- 
all these things seem to the soul as wholly heavenly and divine.

Andb extremely oftenb the crst sign that the Way of purgation has 
;een really enteredb lies in a IonsIiousness that there is ;eginning for 
her an experienIe whiIh the world Ialls 8isillusionment. ,t may Iome 
in a doOen dijerent ways.

She mayb for exampleb ;e ;rought faIe to faIe with some Iata-
strophe in external matters. She may meet with an unworthy priestb 
a disunited Iongregationb some sIandal in Christian lifeb in exaItly 
that sphere where Christ seemed to her evidently supreme. She had 
thought that the ChurIh must ;e perfeItb ;eIause it was the ChurIh 




