
The 1649 Douay 
Catechism

Fr. Henry Tuberville D.D.

Stabat Mater Press



Originally: 
An Abridgment of the Christian Doctrine

By H.H. Tuberville, D.D.

Authored in the year of Our Lord, 1649 

Editing has been made for the purpose to correct typological, grammatical, or spelling errors 
in the originally work. Any apparent remaining errors in the work have remained by reason 

of maintaining the intent of the author.

Publisher’s Note
While the underlying text remains in the public domain, this speciqc edition, including 

its formatting, layout, and editorial reqnements, constitutes a uniTue presentation of the 

material. 
-he publisher asserts no new copyright claim over the speciqc public domain content conH
tained herein. Sowever, the design, typesetting, formatting, and any newly added editorial 

materials are the intellectual property of Mtabat Pater Uress and are protected under apH
plicable copyright and publishing laws. znauthori’ed reproduction of this editionNs uniTue 
formatting and layout may constitute a violation of intellectual property rights. Co portion 
of this book may be reproduced in any form without written permission from the publisher 

or author, except as permitted by z.M. copyright law.

©opyright 2 050– by Mtabat Pater Uress L All rights reserved.

Edited by Austin F. Fambert

©overt Art by Mtabat Pater Uress

All images, including the on the cover, are in the public domain and free for use. Any 
exceptions will be speciqcally noted.

Iirst Edition

Uaperback B9MC: 787316667–Y58



©OURGBDS-

APPROBATIOCUM: 

Fiber inscriptus, An Abridgment of the ©hristian &octrine, ;c. authore viro docto S. -. 
mihi probe note, intertia Editione, Tuam non indiligenter perlegi, nihil contineat contra 

sanam &octrinam vel bonos Pores4 multa vero partim scitu necessaria, partim valde utilia, 
dilucide ; succincte, in Iide ©atholica instituen dis proponat, dignum censeo Tui ob pubH

licam utilitatem -ypis evulgetur. 

&atum &uaci, Partii 66, 6Yæ7. 

Dulielmus Sydeus, M. -. &., ac professor, ©olligii Anglorum &uacensis Ur"ses ; Fibrorum 
©ensor.

APPROBATION: 

WE feel pleasure in recommending to the faithful of our &iocese this edition of +An AbridgH
ment of the ©hristian &octrine, with proofs of Mcripture on points controverted,+ as we have 
found it essentially conformable to the &ublin edition of 6305, of the correctness of which 

we entertain no doubt.

E 9ECE&B©-, 9p 9n.9oston, April 0æth, 6311





Contents

1. What a Christian is: And of the Blessed Trinity. 1

2. Faith Explained. 4

3. The Creed Expounded 7

4. Hope and Prayer Explained. 51

5. The Lord's Prayer Expounded 58

6. The Hail Mary, or Angelical Salutation. 68

7. Charity Expounded. 74

8. Of the Commandments in general.  78

9. The Precepts of the Church Expounded. 114

10. The Council of Christ and his Church Expounded. 123

11. Of the Sacraments in General. 128

12. The Cardinal Virtues Expounded. 171

13. The Gifts of the Holy Ghost Expounded. 173

14. The Twelve Fruits of the Holy Ghost Expounded. 175

15. The Works of Mercy Expounded. 178

16. The Eight Beatitudes.  180

17. The Kinds of Sin Expounded. 182

18. The Seven Deadly Sins Expounded. 189



19. The Sins against the Holy Ghost Expounded. 201

20. The Sins that Cry to Heaven for Vengeance Expounded. 204

21. The Four Last Things Expounded. 206

22. Substance and Ceremonies of the Mass Expounded 209

23. The Primer or O8ce of our Blessed Lady, Expounded. 227

24. Solemnities and Sundays Expounded 237

25. Some Ceremonies of the Church Expounded 249



1

What a Christian is: And of the Blessed 
Trinity.

  Q: CHILD, what religion are you of?
    A: Sir, by the benegt and craGe of Iod, 

m aH Christian.

Q. Whom understand you by a Chris-

tian?
    A. wiH that invardly belieues and o-tp

vardly 'rofesses the lav of Christ.

    Q. When are we obliged to make an external profession of 

it?
    A. As often as Iodqs hono-r, o-r ovn, or neichbo-rqs cood reO-ires 
it.

    Q. How prove you that we are bound outwardly to profess our 

faith?
    A. x-t of St. Matt. 3. 2E, vhere Christ saith, Fuery one, therefore, 
that shall Gonfess He before Hen, m vill Gonfess hiH before Hy 6ather 
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vho is in heauen. B-t he that shall deny He before Hen, m also vill deny 
hiH before Hy 6ather vho is in heauen.

    Q. Are we bound also to venture the ruin of our estates, 
the loss of our friends, and to lay down our very lives for the 

profession and defence of our faith?
    A. Uo-btless ve are: seeinc the revard ve e3'eGt in heauen, ingnitely 
e3Geeds all the 'leas-res and '-nishHents of this life. And beGa-se 
Christ the Son of the liuinc Iod, has s-Jered far creater thincs for 
-s, euen to a discraGef-l death on the Gross7 and therefore, it vere base 
incratit-de in -s, not to be ready to ciue o-r liues for hiH as often as 
his hono-r shall reO-ire it. Luke, 3iu. E4, 22.

    Q. In what doth the faith and law of Christ chieGy consist?
    A. mn tvo 'rinGi'le Hysteries, naHely, the -nity and trinity of Iod, 
and the inGarnation and death of o-r Sauio-r.

    Q. What means the unity and trinity of Pod?
    A. mt Heans, that in Iod there is b-t one only diuine nat-re or 
essenGe, and that in the saHe one and diuine nat-re there are three 
'ersons, the 6ather, and the Son, and the woly Ihost.

    Q. How show you that?
    A. x-t of ;ohn, u. R. There are three that ciue testiHony in heauen, 
the 6ather, the Word, and the woly Ihost, and these three are one.

    Q. Why are there but three Sersons only?
    A. BeGa-se the 6ather had no becinninc, nor 'roGeeds froH any other 
'ersonN the Son 'roGeeds froH the 6ather, and woly Ihost 'roGeeds 
froH the 6ather and the Son.
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    Q. What means the incarnation and death of our *aviour?
    A. mt Heans that the seGond 'erson of the blessed Trinity vas Hade 
Han, and died on the Gross to saue -s.

    Q. In what are these two mysteries signi+ed?
    A. mn the sicn of the Gross, as it is Hade by CatholiGs, for vhen ve 
'-t o-r richt hand to o-r head, sayinc, mn the naHe ve sicnify YnityN 
and vhen ve Ha?e the sicn of the Gross sayinc, xf the 6ather, and of 
the Son, and of the woly Ihost, ve sicnify Trinity.

    Q. How doth the sign of the cross represent the incarnation 

and death of our *aviour?
    A. By '-ttinc -s in Hind that he vas Hade Han and died -'on the 

Gross for -s.



2

Faith Explained.

Q. WHAT is faith?
    A. It is a gift of God or a supernatural quality, 
infused by God into the soul, by which we mrvly 
belie;e all those things which he hath any way 
re;ealed to us.

    Q. Is faith necessary to salvation?
    A. It isS Pt. 6aul assuring that without faith it is ivpossible to please 
God. Heb. xi. 1. and St. Mark, x;i. H1, saying, Be that belie;eth not 
shall be condevned.

    Q. Why must we brmly delieve matters of faith?
    A. kecause God hath re;ealed thev, who can neither decei;e, nor 

be decei;ed.
    A second reason is, because not only all points of faith, but also 
the rule, or necessary and infallible veans whereby to 'now thev, to 
wit, the churchTs oral and uni;ersal tradition, are absolutely certain, 
and cannot lead us into error in faithS else we can ne;er suXciently be 
assured what is faith, or what is not.
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    Q. If a man shoul, ,enyp or odstinately ,oudt of some one 

goint of faithp woul, he de theredy lose his whole faith?
    A. :es, he wouldS because true faith vust always be entire, and he 
that fails in one, is vade guilty of all, by discrediting the authority of 
God re;ealing it.

    Q. Is it not enouBh to delieve all that is written in the xidleO
    A. 5o, it is not( For we vust also belie;e all apostolic tradition.

    Q. How grove you that?
    A. )ut of 2 Thess. ii. H?. Lherefore brethren Csaith Pt. 6aul4 stand 
and hold ye the traditions which ye ha;e learned, whether by word, or 
by our Epistle.

    Q. What other groof have you?
    A. Lhe apostleTs jreed, which all are bound to belie;e, although it 
be not in Pcripture.

    Q. Is faith onlyp as ekclu,inB Boo, wor-sp sujcient to salva&

tion?
    A. 5o( it is not( St. James, ii. 2J, saying, Yo you see how that by 
wor's a van is 9ustimed, and not by faith onlyO And Pt. 6aul, saying, 1 
Cor. xiii. 2. If I should ha;e all faith, so that I could revo;e vountains, 
and not ha;e charity, I av nothing. And if I should distribute all vy 
goods to feed the poor, and if I should deli;er by body to be burned, 
and ha;e not charity, it promteth ve nothing.

    Q. What faith will sujce to 'ustify?
    A. Faith wor'ing by charity in Uesus jhrist.
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    Q. What vice is oggosite to faith?
    A. Beresy.

    Q. What is Heresy?
    A. Is it an obstinate error in things that are of faith.

    Q. Is it a Brievous sin?
    A. A ;ery grie;ous one, because it wholly di;ides a van frov God, 
and leads to atheisv, jhrist saying, if he will not hear the church let 

hiv be to thee as an heathen and a publican, Matt. x;iii. H@.
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The Creed Expounded

Q. WHAT is the creed?
   A. It is the sum of belief.

    Q. Who made it?
    A. The twelve apostles.

    Q. At what time did they make it?
    A. Before they divided themselves into the several countries of the 
world to preach the gospel.

    Q. For what end did they make it?
    A. That so they might be able to teach one and the same doctrine in 
all places.

    Q. What doth the creed contain?
    A. All those chief things which we are bound to believe, concerning 
God and his church.
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The First Article

    Q. What is the lrst articfe og the creed?
    A. I believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

    Q. What siIniles b vefie,e?
    A. It signiPes as much as I most Prmly and undoubtedly hold.

    Q. What meansG b vefie,e in pod?
    A. It means that not only that I Prmly believe there is a God, but also 
that I am piously a;ected to him, as to say chiefest good and last end, 
with conPdence in him, or otherwise that I move unto him by faith, 
hope, and charity.

    Q. What siIniles the word Father?
    A. It signiPes the Prst person of the most blessed Trinity, who by 
nature is the Father of his own only begotten Son, the second kerson 
of the blessed TrinityR by adoption is the Father of all good ChristiansR 
and by creations is the Father of all creatures.

    Q. What means the word AfmiIhty?
    A. It means that God is able to do all things as he pleasethR that he 
sees all things, Xnows all things, and governs all things.

    Q. Why is he caffed AfmiIhty in this Cface?
    A. That we might doubt of nothing which follows.

    Q. What siInigy the wordsG ureator og hea,en and earth?



THE CNEED E'kOU0DED 9

    A. They signify that God made heaven and earth, and all creatures 
in them, of nothing, by his sole word, Gen. i.

    Q. What mo,ed pod to make them?
    A. His own mere goodness, that so he might communicate himself 
to angels, and to men, for whom he made all other creatures.

    Q. When did pod create the anIefs?
    A. On the Prst day when he created heaven and earth, Gen. i. where 
Moses implies the creation of angels in the word heaven, and maXes 
no other mention of it. The 0icene creed, interpreting the Apostles: 
Creed, says, that the words Creator of heaven and earth, mean all 
things visible and invisible.

    Q. For what end did pod create them?
    A. To be partaXers of his glory, and our guardians.

    Q. How Cro,e yoS vy DcriCtSreG that they ve oSr ISardians?
    A. Out of St. Matt. xviii. 12, where Christ saith :See that you despise 
not one of these little onesL For I day unto you, their angels in heaven 
always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.:

    Q. Lo the anIefs know oSr necessitiesG  and hear oSr 
Crayers?
     A. Doubtless they do, since God has deputed them to be our 
guardiansR which is also proved out of Zach. i 1J. where an angel 
prays for two whole citiesR the words are :Then the angel of the ?ord 
answered and said, O ?ord of hosts, how long wilt thou not have 
mercy on the cities of 7uda and 7erusalem, against which thou hast 
been angry these seventy yearsj:
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    Q. What DcriCtSre ha,e yoS gor CrayinI to anIefs?
    A. Gen. xlviii. 16, where 7acob on his death bed prayed to an angel for 
Ephraim and Manasses, saying, :The angel of the ?ord that delivered 
me from all evils, bless these children.:
    This place is cited for prayer to the angels in the notes of the Nhemish 
Testament upon it, and is conPrmed to signify a created angel by St. 
Basil, lib. 3. cont. Dunon. sub initioL And St. Chrysosthom. V. in 
laudem Sancti kauli.

    Q. How did jSciger and his geffow anIefs gaff grom their 
diInity in hea,en?
    A. By a rebellious sin of pride.

    Q. With what shaff their rSins ve reCaired?
    A. Holy men.

    Q. When and to what fikeness did pod create man?
    A. On the sixth day, and to his own liXenessL Gen. i. JV.

    Q. bn what doth the simifitSde consist?
    A. In this, that man is in his soul an incorporeal, intellectual and 
immortal spirit, as God is. And in this, that as in God there is but 
one most divine nature or essence, and yet three distinct kersonsR so in 
man there is but one indivisible soul, and yet in that soul three distinct 
powers, will, memory, and understanding.

    Q. How do yoS Cro,e the soSf to ve immortaf?
    A. Out of Matt. x. J8, where Christ saith, :Fear not them that Xill 
the body, and cannot Xill the soul.:
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    Q. What other Croog ha,e yoS?
    A. Out of Eccles. xii. V. At our death the dust returns to the earth 
from whence it was, and the spirit to God that gave it.

    Q. bn what state did pod create man?
    A. In the state of original Wustice, and perfection of all natural gifts.

    Q. Lo we owe mSch to pod gor oSr creation?
    A. &ery much, seeing he made us in such perfect state, creating us 
for himself, and all things else for us.

    Q. How did we fose oriIinaf YSstice?
    A. By Adam:s disobedience to God, in eating the forbidden fruit.

    Q. bn what state are we now vorn?
    A. In the state of original sin, and prone to actual sin, subWect to 
death.

    Q. How Cro,e yoS that?
    A. Out of Rom. v. 1J. :By one man sin entered into the world, and 
by sin deathR and so unto all men death did pass, in whom all have 
sinned.:

    Q. Had man e,er diedG ig he had ne,er sinned?
    A. 0o, he had not, but had been converted by the tree of life, and 
been translated alive into the fellowship of the angels.
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The Second Article

Q. DAO the second articfe.
A. And in 7esus Christ his only Son our ?ord.

Q. Pg what treats this articfe?
A. Of the second person of the blessed Trinity, in whom we also

believe and put our trust.

Q. What is the second Jerson?
A. He is true God, and true Man, in one kerson.

Q. How Cro,e yoS that?
A. Out of St. John's Gospel, chap. i. 1. :In the beginning was the

qord, and the qord was with God, and the qord was God, (c. And 
the qord was made )esh, and dwelt among us.:

Q. What other Croog ha,e yoS?
A. Out of Phil. ii. 6, V, where St. Paul saith, :That Christ when he

was in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be e-ual with God, 
but he hath lessened himself, taXing the form of a servant, made unto 
the liXeness of menR and found in habit as a man.

Q. Why shoSfd pod ve man man?
A. To redeem and save lost man.

Q. Was his incarnation necessary gor that end?
A. In the manner it wasR because our o;ences against God were in
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some sort inPniteR as being against his inPnite goodnessR and therefore 
re-uired an inPnite satisfactionR which no one could maXe but God 
and therefore he was made man.

Q. What other Croog ha,e yoS gor the necessity og the
bncarnation?

A. Because God is in himself so spiritual, sublime, and abstract
a thing, that if he had not in his mercy adapted his own inscrutable 
greatness to the littleness of our sensible capacity, by being made man, 
scarce on of a thousand would ever have been able to Xnow anything 
to the purpose of himR or conse-uently to love and serve him as they 
ought, 5which is the necessary means of our salvationz since nothing 
is e[caciously willed which is not Prst well understood.

Q. What venelt ha,e we vy the knowfedIe og pod made
man?

A. It much in)ames us with the love of God, who could not more
have digniPed men:s nature, or shown more love to the world, then to 
send down his only Son to redeem it in our )esh.

Q. What siIniles the name og VesSs?
A. It signiPes a Saviour, St. Matt. i. J1.

Q. bs any sCeciaf honoSr dSe to that name?
A. There is, because it is the highest title of God made man.

Q. How Cro,e yoS that?
A. Out of Phil. ii. 8, 9, 12, where we read, :God hath given unto

Christ because he hath humbled himself unto the death of the cross, 
a name which is above all names, the name of 7esus.:
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Q. What other Croog ha,e yoS?
A. Because there is no other name under heaven given to man, in

which we must be saved. Acts iv. 1J.

Q. How Cro,e yoS that we mSst vow at this name?
A. Out of khil. ii. 12. That in the name of 7esus every Xnee should

bow of those that are in heaven, on earth and in hell.

Q. What siIniles the name uhrist?
A. It signiPes anointed.

Q. Why was he caffed anointed?
 A. Because he was a priest, a prophet, and a Xing to all which unction

pertains.

Q. With what was uhrist anointed?
A. qith all the plenitude of divine grace.

Q. What mean the wordsG his onfy Don oSr jord?
A. They mean that 7esus Christ is the only Son of God the Fa]

ther, begotten, as he is God, and of the same Father from all eternity, 
without a motherR and therefore is coe-ual and consubstantial to his 
FatherR and conse-uently inPnite, omnipotent Creator, and so ?ord 
of us and all things, as the Father is.
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The Third Article

Q. WHAT is the third articfe?
 A. qho was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the &irgin Mary.

Q. What meansG who was concei,ed vy the Hofy phost?
A. It means that the second kerson of the blessed Trinity tooX )esh

of the &irgin Mary, not by a human generation, but by the worX of 
the Holy Ghost.

Q. How Cro,e yoS that?
A. Out of St. ?uXe i. 31, 3". Behold 5saith the angelz thou shalt

conceive and bear a Son, (c. the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, 
and the virtue of the Highest shall overshadow thee.

Q. What Snderstand yoS vy the wordsG vorn og the MirIin
Bary?

A. I understand that Christ was born of her at midnight, in a poor
stable at Bethlehem, between an ox and an ass.

Q. Why at midniIht?
A. To signify that he came to taXe away the darXness of our sins.

Q. Why in xethfehem?
A. Because it was the head city of David:s family, and Christ was of

David:s race.
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Q. Why in a Coor stavfe?
A. To teach us to love poverty and contempt of this world.

Q. Why vetween an o" and an ass?
A. To fulPl that of the prophet, Thou shalt be Xnown, O ?ord,

between two beasts, Habacuc xii. juxta Sept.

Q. What doth the virth og uhrist a,aif Ss?
A. It perfecteth in us faith, hope, and charity.

Q. What siInilesG qvorn og the MirIin Bary?q
A. It signiPes that Our ?ady was a virgin not only before, but also

in, and after childbirth.




