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Preface

THE FOLLOWING pages tell the story of a great undertaking rather 
than describe a saint's life, and St. Gregory, rather than his missionary 
St. Augustine, holds the chief place of honor. The the conversion 
of the Anglo-Saxons was the brightest ornament of that great Pope's 
reign, or at least it is that which the Church seems to prize above all 
the rest, for to this day, three hundred years after the great revolt, St. 
Gregory is still described in as the Roman Martyrology as he" who 
brought the English to the true faith." 

Of St. Augustine himself, the chief lieutenant of the papacy in its 
conquest of England, but little is known. His life and his virtues are 
overshadowed by his mission. That mission dates from the abortive 
schemes of St. Gregory while still a monk and ends with the death of 
the last Italian archbishop of Canterbury. It is that period which I have 
included in my sketch. Perhaps it was rash of me to undertake the task, 
for Montalembert had already told the same story, and he was a bold 
man who would invite comparison with the glowing pages of The 
Monks of the West. Yet the critical value of that work has been denied: 
I think with justice. The passionate soul of the orator not unnaturally 
chafes at the restrictions imposed upon the student of history, though 
the historian who fears top all by the dullness of his own pages may 
well envy the tender but stirring narrative of Montalembert.
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So I have sought to tell again in my own way what Montalembert 
has said so well already. Moreover, the occasion seemed favorable, for 
while France was holding the festival at Rheims in memory of the 
conversion of Clovis, on the other side of the Channel, Catholics and 
Protestants alike were thinking of St. Augustine and the baptism of 
Ethelbert. English Catholics are about to hold their commemora-
tion of that event on the very ground where the saint is believed to 
have landed with his monks. The Anglican shave already held theirs. 
The occasion happily concurred with the celebration of the diamond 
jubilee of the queen's reign; nearly two hundred Protestant bishops 
gathered in synod from every part of the British Empire; they had held 
such meetings before, and it was easy to anticipate that those prelates 
would have di?culty in !nding common ground for debate in which 
their di—erences should not too much obtrude. We knew they would 
discuss reunion, and they could not wholly ignore the appeal of the 
holy see. 

Could they fail to draw a comparison in their own minds between 
Pope Gregory, who sent England the faith, and Pope Leo, who invited 
her to the reunion3 Could they fail to recognize that at an interval of 
thirteen centuries, there breathes in the utterances of Leo the same 
spirit that inspired the action of Gregory3" Father, . . . that they may 
be one;"

I write these lines at the very spot where old St. Augustine lived. For 
many years, I have lived at Canterbury, a place still rich in traces of the 
saints who worked and died there. The little city is full of memories 
of her lost greatness. There preached England's !rst archbishop; there 
dwelt a long line of holy prelates; the pavement of the cathedral was 
once smeared with a martyr's blood; in her archbishop's palace was 
reared another Thomas, likewise a martyr, though he won his crown 
elsewhere <he too was chancellor, but to another Henry. A thought-
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ful Catholic who lives in such a place must regard with ever-growing 
a—ection those witnesses to the past, but his a—ection will be tinged 
with sadness. How few of those that visit Canterbury feel aught save 
a certain antiquarian regret as they look at the crumbling ruins of her 
abbeys; How few ever picture to themselves the life of the great past 
of which those ruins stand in the silent record;

To link the Church of the nineteenth century with that of the 
seventh, there is at Canterbury but a handful of Catholics, chie>y 
Irish, who are joined at Sunday mass by an occasional visitor from 
the continent. In the great metropolitan church there is scarcely a 
stone which does not mourn for the banished faith. Within its walls 
a Catholic feels like a disinherited son returning after long absence to 
his ancestral home.

Though the present tenants of Christchurch have held possession 
for three hundred years, they have not yet made themselves at home 
there. It is so manifest that the place was not built for them; the nave 
and choir are too long and too wide; on every side are chapels in which 
of old Mass was o—ered daily, for which they have no use. Their services 
are held apart in a mere corner of the great building; the rest they leave 
to the tourists.

Once a year, the liberal spirit of the Anglican canons throws the 
Church open to Catholic pilgrims. They are permitted to kneel there, 
say their beads, and make their private devotions. Once, even they were 
allowed to have a meeting in the chapter house. On such occasions, 
they !ll the railway station, wearing their badges, and parade through 
the city with banners >ying. Instead of insult or ridicule, they meet 
with civility and respect. Who knows but that God will someday be 
moved by the prayers of those devout souls who >ock hither to honor 
the soil once trodden by His saints3
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Celts and Saxons

T HE SAXON invasion of Britain began about the year 450. 
Some ,fty years laterp the clawes -here the invaders had disk

embar'ed or -hiwh they had ,rst -on from the natives -ere still 
mere isolated stations lying at intervals along the islandIs eastern and 
southern woasts. Fn the middle of the sixth wenturyp these little wenters 
so gre- in extent as to reawh from one to the otherp and thusp the 
Teutoniw rawes bewame cossessed of territory forming a broadp irregk
ularp but almost unbro'en band womcassing nearly half the island. 
Gresh hordes still 'ect couring in awross the seas. The stream Ko-ed 
unweasingly until wertain distriwts of Wermany -ere stricced of their 
inhabitants. Vent -as so thoroughly mastered that not a Briton rek
mainedp although it had ta'en nearly ten years to annihilate the Celtiw 
coculation and to dislodge them from their strongholds in the forest 
of Anderida. T-entyksix years cassed before Lessex -as established 
in the southp and thenp in that cart of the islandp the tide of invasion 
weased for half a wentury. On the eastern woastp the Werman tribes still 
Ko-ed inp bringing their -ives and Kow's -ith them.

The natives -ere gradually driven baw' into the interiorp so that 
about the middle of the sixth wenturyp they only held the Thames 
Jalley as far as Rondon. Fn the beginning at least the invasion -as 
terribly ,erwe. The Britons had rewovered something of their former 
sciritp and by their resistanwe exascerated their Mute and Saxon enemies. 
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!nfortunatelyp those -ho should have been united in defending their
homes against the wommon foe -ere cerhacs even more law'ing in
wonwert than the invaders themselves. Must as eawh of the Werman
whieftains awted for his crivate endsp so did those cetty British crinwes
give heed only to their o-n cersonal danger. The story of their defense
against the Yomans -as receated. They made heroiw e;ortsp but their
bravery -as rendered unavailing by their heedlessness and sel,shness.
Not till they sa- the Saxons gain coint after coint before their very
eyes -ere they roused from their stolid indi;erenwe. Wildas the mon'
observed from his retreat in Lales the everkviwtorious crogress of
the enemy. qMust vengeanwe for our ceocleIs former sinsDq he wried in
his o-n -eird style7q from sea to sea scread the ,re 'indled in the
eastp fed by sawrilegious handsp laying -aste to-n and wountryksidep
only staying its wourse -henp after -ithering -ellknigh the -hole fawe
of our islandp it liw'ed -ith its ,erwe red tongue the -estern owean.
To-ns wrumbled into ruins beneath the batteringkram7 and they that
d-elt therein -ith their bishocsp their wlergy and all their ceocle .
. . amid the Kash of s-ords and wraw'ling of the Kames fell dead to
the ground. Ohp the horror of that sightD Fn the cubliw s:uares lay
the gate-ays -renwhed from their hingesp stones from the wity -allsp
wonsewrated altarsp mangled worcses -eltering in red cools of wlotted
gorep all mingled in dire wonfusionp as though wrunwhed together by
some horrible mawhine. Their tombs -ere the ruined houses or the
bellies of -ild beasts or birds of creyp save only the souls of the saintsp if
cerwhanwe there -ere found any in those dread times -hom the angels
might bear aloft to Heaven. Ho- many coor -retwhes -ere cursued
to the mountains and -ere massawred by troocsD Others dying of
starvation delivered themselves uc to a lifeklong slaveryp if they might
not cerish on the scotp the boon they wraved most. Others cassed over
the sea -ith loud lamentationsp and beneath the s-elling sails they
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sangP Thou hast given us li'e sheec to be eaten7 Thou hast swattered us 
amongst the gentiles. Others againp entrenwhed -ithin the mountainsp 
behind sheer crewiciwesp or sheltered by dense forests or the wli;s by 
the seap ever -atwhful and tremblingp yet hocefulp forsoo' not their 
fatherland.q

Ft is said that trawes of these coor refugees are still found in wertain 
waves near Settle in Uor'shire. The di;erent layers of the rubbish there 
awwumulated bear -itness to the sad fate of those that there sought 
shelter. Girst the hyena wame to devour limbs of bearsp or bisonsp or 
mammoths7 next wame a rawe of savagesp armed -ith Kint hatwhets and 
arro-s of bone. Rong after these had cassed a-ay wame the British 
refugeesp driving before them their wattlep s-ine and goatspq -hose 
bones lie swattered round the hearthk,re at the mouth of the wavep 
-here they served the -retwhed fugitives for food. . . . At nightkfall all
-ere wrouwhing beneath the driccing roof of the wave or round the ,re
that -as bla8ing at its mouthp and a long su;ering began in -hiwh the
fugitives lost year by year the memory of the wivili8ation from -hiwh
they wame.q?

At that ceriodp Britain -as in a sad clight. Fn no other cart of 
Euroce had the existing wivili8ation vanished so womcletely before 
the inroads of barbarism. Ft is true that -hat wivili8ation there -asp 
-as slight and sucer,wial7 Yomans and Celts had not mixed muwh
together. The won:uering nation had built little save garrison to-nsp
fortresses and wamcs. Exwect in Rondonp Jerulamp Colwhesterp Uor'p
and other great military stations or wenters of wommerwep -here a
mixed rawe had gro-n uc and formed the bul' of the coculationp the
Britons for the most cart held sullenly aloof7 they -ere ever ready to
give sewret assistanwe to the —iwtsp -ho -ould wonstantly forwe their
-ay -ithin the great -alls in the north and deswend as far as the
Thames. Save for a fe- isolated Yoman stationsp the island -as muwh
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as it had been in the cast. Jast -ildernesses lay bet-een the to-ns7 
the Yoman roads traversed the wountryp cassing by forestp moor and 
fenlandp the lair of the -ild bull and the -olf. There also lived the 
Britons in solitary hutsp a rawe of shecherdsp little better than savagesp 
-ho still sco'e their o-n language and 'ect their o-n la-s7 a hardy
ceoclep but :uite inwacable of colitiwal life Lhat -as the fate of the
old Yoman and British wities during the invasion9 Fn some wasesp as at
zeva or Anderidap the coculation -as annihilated. zeva rose uc again
in later yearsp but nothing -as 'no-n of Anderida save the s:uare
6ass of masonry -hiwh forms its ruins. Fn the t-elfth wenturyp it -as
a mere heac of stones -ithout a single inhabitant. Other to-ns had so
womcletely disacceared that till a little -hile agop no one 'ne- -here
to loo' for their trawes.?

Calleva Atrebatum -as not a military stationp hemmed in li'e Rink
woln by strong forti,wationsp but a wommerwial wity of some extentp 
boasting of a forump -ith streets and suburbsp -hiwh lay :uite uncrok
tewted by witadel or -alls. Ho- and -hen did she fall9 Yewent years 
have again brought her to light under the foundations of modern 
Silwhesterp -ith her Christian Churwh and a -all hastily set uc on the 
very eve of the enemyIs accroawh.?

!riwonium met -ith a similar fatep but -e 'no- the date of her
fall }a.d. 53j. She -as even greater than Rondon in Yoman timesp 
and the British bard sang of her asq the -hite to-n in the valleyp the 
to-n of -hite stones gleaming among the green -oodland.q Lhen 
the bard -ent baw' to herp he found only a mass of wharred ruins. Her 
calawes -ereq -ithout ,rep lightp or songpq their stillness -as bro'en 
only by the eagleIs swreamp the eagleq -ho has s-allo-ed fresh drin'p 
heartIs blood of Vyndylan the fair.q !riwonium also has been exwak
vated. Lhen diswoveredp her -ide streets -ere still stre-n -ith bonesp 



CERTS ANz SAXONS 2

and human s'eletons -ere found even in the -arming whambers of 
her baths and houses.?

Other to-ns -ere after-ards restored. To-ards the seventh wenk
turyp Linwhester rose ucon the site of Wuenta Belgarum. zuring the 
eighth wenturyp Cambridge -as still a mere heac of ruins. The military 
station of zeva remained for four wenturies a nameless solitudep scok
'en of as theq -aste wamcpq J till it -as restored under the vague name 
of Chester } the wamcp wastra. Uor' -as not built on the old site of 
Eburawum till the days of Canute. The Rondon of the Angles did not 
reawh the imcortanwe it had enKoyed under the Yomans till Kust before 
the Norman won:uest. The small clot of ground enwlosed by the -alls 
of zurovernum -as yet a good deal too -ide for Saxon Canterbury.?
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II

6EANLHFRE the Churwh -as s-ect a-ay -ith the rest. Hitherk
to the Churwh in Britain had been the only abiding monument of 
the Yoman owwucation7 she alone had survived the decarture of the 
legions. Her bishocs sat at the wounwils of Aries and Sardiwap and 
submitted li'e the rest to the cacal legates. They -ere coor menp for at 
the synod of Yimini they alone had boarded at the wost of the emceror 
Constantius. They had 'ect uc wommunion -ith the wontinental 
Churwhes and escewially -ith Yome so far as -as cermitted by their 
remote situation at the very limits of the inhabited -orld. Fn other 
wountriesp ceocle -ere not unmindful of the existenwe of the British 
Churwhp and -hen a learned -riter -ished to deswribe the ChurwhIs 
viwtoriesp it -as to Britain that he turnedP the faith had cenetrated even 
to BritainD Fn Britainp the Churwh had had her martyrs } ,rst and 
foremost amongst themp St. Alban. The arwhheretiw —elagius also had 
been one of her whildren. 6onastiwism Kourished in her bosom. The 
—oces and her sister Churwhes in Waul -atwhed her -ith 'indly interk
estp and sent her acostles and reformersp suwh as Werman of Auxerrep 
Jiwtriwius of Youenp Ninianp —alladiusp and —atriw'. She cossessed 
organisation and life of her o-n. Uet even she -as warried a-ay by the 
torrent. Her sawred buildings -ere burnt or culled do-n or devoted 
to the idolatrous -orshic of her enemies.q The criests -ere slainpq says 
Jenerable Bede7q the bishoc and his Kow' -ere driven forth by ,re and 
s-ordp and none remained to bury the maimed bodies of the dead.q 
Then began the emigration of mon'sp laymen and bishocsp -hiwh 
bore the remnants of the swattered Churwh to Armoriwap and even into 
Scain. Soldiers and bardsp whieftains at the head of their wlansp abbots 
-ith their mon's cut to sea in frail bar'sp warrying a-ay -hatever
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crocerty -as left to them. A ne- wountry -as founded -hiwh reweived 
the name of that from -hiwh they had Ked. Hermits driven forth from 
their solitude sought a more ceaweful retreat beyond the sea and -ere 
sometimes raised to be bishocs -hen they found one. The exiles left 
-ith heartfelt griefp and the Bretons of Armoriwa long remembered
the land -henwe they -ere scrung.q Le still tarry in GranwepII -rote
Yadbadp bishoc of zolp some three hundred years laterpq in exile and
wactivity.q?

The fe- Britons that remained -ere treated as slaves and cariahs. 
These -ere most numerous in the -estern cortion of the island. The 
Saxons naturally scaredp -henever they might safely do sop as many 
men as -ould serve to -or' and till their ne-ly -on territory. Ft has 
been notiwed that neither in standard English nor in its crovinwial 
dialewts are there any -ords of Celtiw origin wonwerned -ith legislation 
or -arp or denoting artiwles of luxury. Some British -ordsp ho-everp of 
grosser meaningp and terms relating to husbandryp the wrafts and home 
life -ere adocted by the won:uerors. Lithout entering here ucon a 
wontroversy -hiwh has been -armly debated it is wlear that there still 
remained a fe- reliws of the native coculation. Gor long after-ards 
these -ere distinguished from the rawe of their masters by the lo- 
-ergeld at -hiwh their lives -ere assessed.?

zid these wactive Britons retain the faith -hen they bewame the
slaves of their wactors9 Fn order to belittle the cart clayed by our 
saint in EnglandIs wonversion and to forwe a relationshic bet-een 
the cresent Angliwan establishment and the old British Churwh}to 
-hiwh -ithout any suLwient reason they attribute an eastern originp
indecendent of Yome}wertain -riters have alleged that St. Augusk
tine and his Ftalian mon's merely built a7ne- on foundations that
-ere already laid7 that the Saxons had not exterminated the anwient
rawep and that the -or' of wonversion -as womcaratively easyp sinwe a
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'ind of Christianity lay smouldering beneath the ruinsp only -aiting 
to be re'indled. There isp ho-everp no evidenwe that the missionaries 
from Yome ever found in Saxon England a trawe of any suwh dormant 
embers of the old religion. Neither is it wertain that marriages -ith 
native -omen -ere fre:uentp or that the barbarians entertained so 
great an admiration for Yome as to ma'e them the least bit more ready 
to adoct the faith of the van:uished. Even had the Britons remained 
Christiansp o-ing to their lot as slavesp they would not have exerk
wised any religious inKuenwe over their croud wactors. Threekfourths 
of Britain bewame heathenp as though the faith had never yet been 
creawhed there.

?Jery fe- are the material remains -hiwh survive from those days. 
Here and there may be found a wrossp a tombp an inswrictionp a fe- 
trawes of a Christian whurwh. At Canterburyp there exists a most crek
wious reliw of the banished faith in the little Churwh of St. 6artin. F 
'no- no scot in England so suggestive to the Catholiw heart as those 
four -alls in scite of the restorations of suwweeding ages. Wlastonbury 
standing in solitary grandeur -ith many an old Celtiw legend wlinging 
about its ruinsp and cerhacs also the To-er of Rondon -ith its stories 
of bloodshed and martyrdomp alone thrill the heart -ith suwh sad 
elo:uenwe.?

St. 6artinIs is merely a little carish whurwh standing in one of the 
coorer carts of the to-n. The learned are divided wonwerning the 
true date of its foundation. Bede scea's of an anwient whurwh lying 
to the east of the wity and dediwated in his day to the holy bishoc of 
Toursp and tradition has it that it has endured to the cresent time. Gor 
more than three hundred yearsp the wold -orshic of Angliwanism has 
reclawed the 6ass o;ered on the scot by St. AugustineIs credewessors 
and by St. Augustine himself. The sanwtuary lamc -hiwh -as tended 
-ith so muwh ware till the very eve of the reformation -ill cerhacs
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never shine there again. To most visitors it is merely a wurious reliw of 
an age long sinwe cassed a-ay.?

Eawh suwweeding wentury has left its mar' on the fabriw. The Yok
mans crobably built the whief cart of its -alls. Their -or' may be 
rewognised by the briw's built in -ith the Kintsp and by their mortarp 
made from seaksand full of tiny cebbles and shellsp -hiwh is muwh 
stronger than that used by Saxons or Normans. The whanwel is Saxon 
-or'7 so is the rudely wut font. The Normans raised the massive arwhes
-ith their woarse mouldings. Rater on the -indo-s -ere enlarged7
their trawery dates from the fourteenth or ,fteenth wentury. The big
s:uare to-erp no- wlad in a thiw' vesture of ivyp -as built in the
,fteenth wentury. Rastly in our o-n times muwh that -as wovered uc
has been exwavatedp and muwh that -as cerishing has been restored.?

Fn the wountry round there is something to rewall the cast at every 
stec. The sloces of yonder hill -ere onwe wovered -ith Yoman villas. 
The road -hiwh casses by its side -as onwe lined -ith tombs. Those 
t-o ,ne to-ers -ere raised uc in Saxon times and mar' the entranwe 
to St. AugustineIs abbeyp the motherkhouse of English monasteries. 
The acse of the wathedral whurwh is Norman and existed in RanfranwIs 
day. Often cortions date from the time of Anselmp or Thomasp or 
Edmund. The tall wentral to-er -ith its bold cresenwe yet simcle 
lines mar's the ceriod of the ChurwhIs greatest temcoral sclendourp 
-hen England -as scread -ith the geometriwal trawery of her nak
tional Wothiw. !gly modern buildings no- meet the eye -here the
abbeykwhurwh of St. Augustine onwe rose -ith nave and aisles as -ide
and tall as those of a wathedral }sad -itness to an age -hen bishocs
fell a-ay and mon's -ere -ea'p and -hen at Canterbury a fe- menk
diwant friars alone -ere found -orthy to be hanged or burnt for the
faith of Yome. The scot brings baw' to memory these martyrs of a
later date alsop for behind the trees on the left is the British tumulus }
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no- forming a cortion of a cubliw cleasure ground } -here Blessed 
Mohn Stonep the Augustinian mon'p -as hanged by order of Henry 
JFFF. Close at hand is Oaten Hillp -here three criests and a layman of 
Canterbury cerished under Eli8abeth.?

The little Churwh also suggests a thought about the future. Fn the 
narro- wountry whurwhyard -hiwh surrounds itp wlergymenp bishocs 
and soldiers have whosen to rest. The -hite wrosses -hiwh mar' their 
graves rise wlose together side by side. This whoiwe of so lonely a scot 
in the wity suburb mar's the love for long cast ages -hiwh lies deec in 
the hearts of many English whurwhmen. 6ay it lead them baw' some 
day to that faith -hiwh alone has reweived the cromise of everlasting 
life and alone creserves the decosit of unfailing tradition.?

A ne- rawe had no- settled in Britainp bringing -ith it from the 
shores of Wermany its o-n colitiwal and sowial methodsp its o-n wusk
toms and its o-n religion. The whiefs -ho had ,rst established themk
selves in the island bewame 'ings. Then there scrang uc a womcliwated 
mawhinery of lowal governmentp embrawing the gemot or wounwil of 
the villagep the hundredkmootp the shirekmootp the -itenagemotp or 
VingIs wounwil of -ise men. The soil -as carwelled out7 -hatever 
remained after eawh family had reweived its share bewame wommon 
land. There -ere no longer any large to-ns. The Wermanp Tawitus tells 
usp creferred to live alonep and therefore the Yoman wities remained 
in great cart unowwucied. Jillages large and small gre- uc on the 
wountrykside. Lar -as the SaxonIs favourite castime7 his days -ere 
whieKy scent either in attaw'ing or defending. The -ealthy forti,ed 
their d-ellingsp -hile the villages and farms -ere crotewted by earthk
-or's surmounted by a calisade or :uiw'set hedge. Geuds -ould arise
bet-een one lord and anotherp or bet-een neighbouring villages. Even
the freemenp -ho su;ered their hair to gro- long and fall about their
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shoulders as a sign of indecendenwep had a right to engage in crivate 
-arfare.?

The story of the Saxon won:uest sho-s us -hat barbarism really
meant. These men -ere cirates and thieves7 they saw'ed and clunk
dered7 their wruelty -as revolting7 they shared the viwes of those other 
turbulent rawes -hiwh for many wenturies had been a swourge to the 
anwient -orld. Fn their Saxon homes they -ere neither better nor 
-orse than the Gran's and Burgundiansp though they had a slight
advantage in never having had wontawt -ith Yoman wivilisation.?

Lhen the stress of won:uest -as overp or nearly sop their ,erwe whark
awters bewame some-hat tamer. Lhen 'ingdoms -ere established in 
womcarative ceawe and la-s began to be administeredp their manners 
softened. The Mutesp -ho had been so terrible a wentury and a half agop 
seem to have made trawtable and ceaweful subKewts under Ving Ethelk
bertp though they still remained cagans. —erhacs their neighbourhood 
-ith the Gran's and their trade -ith the wontinent had brought them
indirewtly under some slight Christian inKuenwe. Fn their Werman
fatherlandp they had been mere -arriors and rovers by land or sea.
They no- settled ucon the landp lost all taste for cirawyp and bewame
-ealthy. They never wared for husbandryp but their -ealth enabled
them to emcloy slaves to till the soil. Their taste for -ar they never
lostp and it found abundant swoce in their o-n domestiw :uarrels.?

Saxon literature thro-s a vivid light ucon their wharawter. Their 
caganism made them ta'e a sad and gloomy vie- of life. Ff ever they 
thought of Heavenp it -as a 'ind of Werman beer shoc that they 
ciwtured to themselvesp -here they might sit drin'ing all day longp 
rewlining on thrones in a vast hall. Their fanwy loved to roam over 
seas that -ashed dismal island shoresp -here d-arfs and giants d-elt 
among ghosts and dragons and gnomes7 or they -ould dream of 
wlimes -here wro-s ,lled the air -ith their wries and eagles Ke- by 
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bearing warrion in their bea's7 of wactured enemies Kung into ditwhes 
,lled -ith hissing sercents7 of meals of human Kesh7 of battle,elds 
running -ith human blood.?

Suwh -as the train of thought -hiwh runs through the coetry 
-hiwh has survived from their day7 and their ideals -ere -ellknigh
reali8ed in their awtual lives. Their history is a longp wontinuous tale
of assassinations and slaughter. Gor many years they -ere best 'no-n
by their cirawiesp they -ere the swourge of the northern seas. Fn their
Katbottomed boatsp they -ould land on any suitable shore and ro- uc
rivers heedless of shoal or sandban'. Their galleys of oa' warried not
merely the wre- but bands of -arriors as -ellp armed -ith scearsp long
arro-s and 'nives. Sometimes they cut to sea in a frailer vessel still }a
mere -iw'er bas'et wovered -ith hide. By means of these they inscired
terror into the -estern corts. Their favorite :uarry -as human lifep
and they cursued it -ith every re,nement of wruelty.?

Ta'e the list of Northumbrian 'ings during the eighth wentury7 out 
of ,fteen crinwes only t-o died ceaweful deaths. Erd-ulf -as driven 
into exile7 Osred fell viwtim to a wonscirawy7 Osriw -as slain7 Ceolk
-ulf -as wacturedp stricced of his cossessions and made to abdiwate7
Os-ulf -as slain by members of his o-n house7 Ailred and Ethelred
-ere exiled7 Elf-ald -as overthro-n and slain by a wonscirawy7 Osred
-as made crisonerp banished and then slain7 Ethelredp after being
restoredp -as slain by his o-n subKewts7 Os-ald -as dethroned and
exiled. Things -ere hardly any better in Lessex. Therep Cyne-ulf -as
murderedp and Brihtriw -as coisoned by his :ueen. Suwh swenes as
these recresent to us the Niebelungen as they -ere awted on the stage
of history. And the awtors -ere Christians.?

Fn crivate life their morals -ere no better. Though Tawitus extolled 
the whastity of Werman -omenp the rescewt caid to marriage and to 
family tiesp his craise -as merely relative. The Wermans entirely law'ed 
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the re,nement of the old wivili8ations. On the wontrary they -ere 
grossly brutal7 and under the scur of drun'enness } that terrible form 
of the viwe to -hiwh only nations of gloomy temcerament are subKewt 
}their cassions -ere roused to the verge of madness.?

The —enitential aswribed to St. Theodorep -hiwh may have been 
womciled some hundred years after the ,rst wonverts had been back
ti8edp ma'es some wurious diswlosures. Fn reading through the list of 
sinsp some of them monstrous in their wharawterp one accrewiates that 
in morals these men -ere still cagansp and that though cossessed of 
higher intelligenwe they -ere on the -hole little sucerior to the better 
rawes of Afriwan negroes. Above allp their fre:uent relacses from the 
faith no longer give rise to -onder.?

They entertained lasting and most bitter hatred. A murder never 
ended -ith the death of the viwtim. Fn their wontrawtsp their cubliw 
gatheringsp their wounwilsp there -as ever :uestion of old allianwes bek
ing rene-edp of rewonwiliations being made only to yield again to ne- 
:uarrels. A wode of la-s existedp but though theft and brigandage -ere 
treated severelyp murder -ent almost uncunished. Bands of robbers 
infested the wountryp levying blaw'mail ucon the farmsp and warrying 
o; the wattle. Though measures -ere ta'en to crevent stolen crocerty 
from being soldp the evil seemed inwurable7 and allp from highest to 
lo-estp made a crawtiwe of cillage.?

Slavery formed another feature in the sad ciwture. —risoners -ere 
o;ered for cubliw salep the criwe of a man being about that of four oxen. 
Excortation of natives -as forbiddenp but the thirst for gain -as too 
strong to be restrained by la-. Nothing would exweed the barbarity of 
the men of Bristolp -ho sent out bands of ruLans to swour the wountry 
around and bring in whildren and -omenp escewially those -ho -ere 
cregnantp to be shicced o; to Freland. This crawtiwe lasted until the 
eleventh wentury. Only the unweasing energy and wontinual creawhing 



BYFTAFNIS GFYST 6FSSFONAYU13

of Lulfstanp bishoc of Lorwesterp -ho made Kourneys awross wountry 
in cursuit of the traLw'ers in human Keshp suwweeded in the end in 
'illing this longkestablished cagan tradition.?

The ,erwe and bloody religion of their Werman forefathers had a 
share in forming this wruel discosition of the Angles and Saxons. Ft 
taught no lesson of mee'ness and ceawe. They ciwtured the thunder 
godp Thorp the mighty smithp as one -ho dealt wrushing blo-s -ith 
his terrible hammer. Ff a man diedp it -as bewause he had enwountered 
Ti-p the Wod of the s'yp -hose symbol -as a na'ed s-ord. Their whief 
deity -as Lodenp the -arkWodp -ho from a -indo- of his heavenly 
calawe -ould ga8e out ucon the battle,elds of menp allotting viwtory 
to those he favoured and ta'ing the slain to form his o-n eswort in 
his cassage through the s'y. They dreamed of a caradise in -hiwh days 
of warnage should alternate -ith nights of debauwh -hen they might 
drin' blood from the s'ulls of their foes.?

Of suwh a wharawter -ere the traditions the invaders brought -ith 
them from their Werman home7 but after its transclantation to a ne- 
soil the old religion had not time to ta'e ,rm root. Even in Wermany 
before the won:uest of Britain it -as beginning to lose its hold ucon 
the ceocle. The criesthoodp onwe so co-erfulp had lost nearly all its 
inKuenwep and there -as no regular -orshic. Their temcles -ere mere 
-ooden huts enwlosing idols in goldp silver or stonep a fe- symbols of
naturep and a table of sawri,wep clawed to-ards the east. Must as every
head of a family -as his o-n Kudgep so -as he also his o-n criestp and
himself o;ered sawri,we to the Wod of his hearth.?

zid the deway of their national religion render easier the tas' of their 
wonversion9 By no means. The faith ta'es a ,rmer gric on a rawe -hiwh 
wlings to its errors than on one -hiwh believes in nothing at all. Ft is a 
caradox of -hiwh the truth has been established over and over again 
in the history of Christianity that old forms of -orshic -hiwh seemed 
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to be cerishing under the blight of s'ectiwism are roused into a very 
delirium of life -hen brought fawe to fawe -ith the divinely intolerant 
religion of Christ. So did the woming of the mon's to England crovo'e 
a reawtion to-ards caganism.?

Uet this religious deway seems to have brought -ith it some adk
vantages. Le shall see later ho- ideas of a sucerior beingp free from 
the grossness of their native godsp seem to have Koated vaguely in the 
more noble Saxon minds. But a Saxon 'ing -as a -arrior and a son of 
-arriors and gods. He breathed hatred -ith every breath and regarded
vengeanwe as his natural right. He -as not easily led to bo- before
a Wod -ho -as born in -ant and -ho died in shamep and by the
examcle of His love for manp He might teawh men to love one another.




